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From: planningcomments@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk
Sent: 20 August 2026 22:38
To: Planning Comments (SMDC)
Subject: Comment Received from Public Access

Categories:

ApplicaƟon Reference No. : SMD/2026/0057 Site Address:  BASFORD SHOOTING GROUND Basford Green Road 
Basford Leek Staffordshire ST13 7ER LEEK Comments by: Rachel Hammond Support worker 
From: 
      75 
      Prince street 
      Leek 
      Leek 
      Staffordshire 
      ST136DA 
Phone:  
Email:  
Submission: Support 
Comments: LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR PLANNING APPLICATION 
 
Re: Proposed StaƟc Caravan ¿ Full-Time On-Site AccommodaƟon 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am wriƟng to support the planning applicaƟon for the proposed staƟc caravan to provide accommodaƟon for the 
young family who are working hard to run and develop the farm and the businesses connected to it. 
 
I know the family and the amount of work that goes into the holding. They are involved in farming with sheep, caƩle, 
horses and chickens, as well as running the fishing pools and shooƟng ground. What they have built up over the 
years is a lot more than just a farm. They have worked hard to diversify the business and make the land provide a 
sustainable income for their family. 
 
It is a very hands-on way of life and certainly not a normal 9 to 5 job. The livestock need looking aŌer every day, and 
there are Ɵmes, parƟcularly during lambing and calving, when someone needs to be available at all hours. The 
fishing pools and shooƟng ground also need regular checking, maintenance and supervision, as well as dealing with 
customers and keeping the site secure. 
 
From my point of view, having the family living on site would make a huge difference. I honestly don¿t know how a 
young family can conƟnue to take on the responsibility of running all these different parts of the business without 
being able to live close by. 
 
There is also the financial side to consider. The cost of buying or renƟng a suitable family home is extremely high, 
and having to maintain a separate home away from the farm would put a lot of extra pressure on the family. They 
are already puƫng their Ɵme, money and effort into the farm and its businesses. Being able to live on site would 
allow more of their income to be put back into the business and help them conƟnue developing what they have 
worked so hard to build. 
 
There are obvious pracƟcal benefits too. With livestock, machinery, equipment, fishing faciliƟes and fish stocks on 
the site, having someone living there provides much beƩer security. If there is a problem with an animal, an issue 
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with the pools or shooƟng ground, or anything suspicious happening on the site, someone is there to deal with it 
straight away. 
 
The proposed locaƟon of the caravan also makes sense. It would be posiƟoned alongside the exisƟng buildings and 
hardstanding/car parking area rather than being placed somewhere separate in the countryside. It would keep the 
family close to the farm buildings, livestock, fishing pools and shooƟng faciliƟes and would allow them to conƟnue 
carrying out the day-to-day work of the business. 
 
I don¿t see this proposal as simply providing somewhere convenient for the family to live. I see it as giving them the 
opportunity to conƟnue working and developing the farm and the businesses they have built around it. 
 
They are a young family trying to make a living from the land and create a future for themselves. They have already 
shown that they are willing to work hard and diversify in order to make the business viable, and I believe having 
suitable accommodaƟon on site would make a real difference to their ability to conƟnue doing so. 
 
For these reasons, I fully support the planning applicaƟon and hope that the genuine need for someone to be living 
on site, the nature of the agricultural work and the financial pressures faced by young families today will all be taken 
into consideraƟon. 
 
I believe the proposed staƟc caravan is a sensible and pracƟcal soluƟon and would help support the future of the 
family, the farm and the wider rural business. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Rachel Hammond 
 
75 Prince street, leek, st13 6da 
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