DEADLINE: Monday 6" July 2026

Dear SMDC Planning Department,

SMD/2026/0201
Outline planning application, with all matters reserved, except
erection of up to 55 dwellings
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| am writing to express my strong objection to planning application SMD/2026 0201w ‘
seeks permission for the construction of up to 55 dwellings on land off Breach Road, Brown
Edge.

As a local resident, | have serious concerns regarding this proposal and believe that the
proposed development would have a harmful impact on the character of Brown Edge, the
surrounding countryside, and the integrity of the Green Belt.

The application site comprises undeveloped Green Belt and greenfield land that currently
forms a natural and important boundary to the village. This land contributes significantly to
the rural setting of Brown Edge and plays a vital role in preventing the outward expansion of
the settlement into the surrounding countryside. The protection of such land remains one of
the fundamental purposes of Green Belt policy, and | believe considerable weight should be
attached to this consideration.

The proposal would result in the permanent loss of open countryside and would represent a
substantial encroachment into an area that currently performs an important Green Belt
function. In doing so, it would weaken the established settlement boundary and contribute to
the gradual urbanisation of land that has historically remained undeveloped. Allowing
development of this scale on the edge of the village risks setting a concerning precedent for
future proposals and could lead to further pressure for Green Belt release elsewhere within
the area.

Particular concern must also be expressed regarding the suggestion that this site may be
considered "Grey Belt" land. The site is clearly open, undeveloped countryside that
contributes positively to the purposes of the Green Belt. Reclassifying land of this nature
would significantly undermine public confidence in Green Belt protections and could create
wider implications for similar sites across the district. In my view, the site continues to fulfil
an important role in safeguarding the countryside from inappropriate development and
should be afforded the protections that Green Belt designation is intended to provide.

The land also forms an important part of the landscape setting of Brown Edge and helps
maintain the distinct identity of the village. The open character of the site provides a valuable
buffer between settlements and contributes to the separation of developed areas from the
wider countryside. Development on this scale would erode that distinction and diminish the
rural character that residents rightly value and wish to preserve.

The site is also known to contain protected trees which make a valuable contribution to the
environmental quality, biodiversity, and visual character of the area. These mature
landscape features form an important part of the site's identity and should be safeguarded.
Whilst mitigation measures may be proposed, it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that a
development of this scale would place additional pressure upon these important assets and
alter the character of the site in a lasting way.

In addition to the concerns regarding the principle of development, | am concerned about the
potential impact upon highway safety. The proposed access is located opposite a busy
junction on Breach Road, an area that is already recognised locally as a speeding hotspot.
The introduction of traffic associated with up to 55 new homes would inevitably increase
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vehicle movements and turning manoeuvres at this location. Given the existing conditions on
the highway network, there are legitimate concerns regarding the potential implications for
road safety and the cumulative impact upon local infrastructure.

Many local residents are already aware of the speeding issues that affect Breach Road and
the challenges they present. The location of the proposed access, opposite a busy junction
on a road where speeding is a well-documented concern, gives rise to significant highway
safety issues. It is difficult to see how the introduction of traffic associated with up to 55
additional dwellings would not further increase risks for motorists, pedestrians, cyclists, and
other road users — especially local school children.

Whilst technical matters such as highways and drainage will undoubtedly be assessed
through the planning process, | believe it is important that the Planning Authority does not
lose sight of the wider planning issue at stake. This application is fundamentally about the
protection of Green Belt land and the role that this site plays in preventing settlement
expansion, preserving open countryside, and maintaining the distinctive character of Brown
Edge.

The concerns raised by local residents, District Councillor Joe Porter, and Brown Edge
Parish Council demonstrate the strength of local opposition to this proposal. The application
raises significant questions regarding the appropriateness of development in this location
and the long-term impact it would have on the village and surrounding countryside.

In planning terms, | believe this proposal represents an inappropriate and harmful form of
development within the Green Belt. The scheme would result in the loss of valuable
countryside, weaken an important settlement boundary, place additional pressure on local
roads, and undermine the character and identity of Brown Edge.

In conclusion, | strongly object to planning application SMD/2026/0201 and respectfully urge
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council to refuse planning permission. The development
would result in the unnecessary loss of Green Belt land, harm the rural setting of Brown
Edge, increase highway safety concerns on Breach Road, and establish an unwelcome
precedent for future encroachment into the countryside. Protecting the character, landscape,
and identity of our villages remains of fundamental importance, and | do not believe this
proposal represents sustainable or appropriate development in this location.
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