Heritage Statement for Building a Buttress on the Calcining Kilns at Cheddleton
Flint Mill

Introduction

This heritage statement outlines the proposal for the construction of a buttress on
the calcining kilns at Cheddleton Flint Mill. The site is of significant historical value,
being a key component of the region's industrial heritage. The calcining kilns at
Cheddleton Flint Mill are a critical element in the operation of the mill, which dates
back to the 18th century, and the introduction of a buttress will help ensure the
stability and preservation of the structure for future generations.

Site and Historical Significance

Cheddleton Flint Mill is a historically important site that was once at the heart of the
region's ceramic industry. The mill operated for over a century, playing a key role in
producing flint for use in pottery manufacture. The calcining kilns are part of the
original complex of buildings that were integral to the mill's operation. These kilns
were used to heat and prepare flint before it could be processed into usable material.

The site is grade 2 listed and is considered to be of high archaeological and
architectural significance. It represents a key example of industrial heritage from the
period of early mechanization and the development of the ceramic industry in the
region. The calcining kilns themselves are an excellent example of 18th-century
industrial technology, and any intervention must be carefully considered to ensure
minimal impact on their historical integrity.

Proposed Buttress

The proposed buttress is intended to provide structural support to the calcining kilns,
which have experienced some signs of deterioration due to the passage of time and
environmental factors. The kilns, while largely intact, are in need of reinforcement to
prevent further damage that could compromise their long-term stability. A buttress
will be built at a strategic location on the exterior of the kiln structure, where it will
provide additional strength without altering the overall form or character of the
building.

The design of the buttress has been carefully developed to complement the existing
structure. It will be constructed using materials that are in keeping with the historical
character of the site, ensuring that the visual impact of the new addition is as
minimal as possible. The use of locally sourced stone, similar in appearance to the
original masonry of the kilns, will ensure that the buttress blends seamlessly with the
existing fabric of the building.



Impact on Heritage Value

The construction of the buttress has been designed to have a minimal impact on the
heritage value of the calcining kilns. The proposal takes into account the following
considerations:

1. Material Integrity: The buttress will be constructed using materials that are
sympathetic to the existing structure. The stone chosen for the buttress will
match the original stonework in texture, colour, and appearance, ensuring that
the historic character of the kiln is maintained.

2. Visual Impact: The buttress will be positioned in such a way that it does not
alter the visual prominence of the kilns. It will be discreetly integrated into the
overall design to ensure that the kiln’s aesthetic and historical significance
remain unaffected.

3. Structural Preservation: The addition of the buttress will help to preserve the
structural integrity of the calcining kilns. By providing the necessary support,
the buttress will prevent further degradation of the building, ensuring its
survival for future generations and enabling it to continue to be appreciated
as an important part of the region's industrial heritage.

Conclusion

The proposed buttress for the calcining kilns at Cheddleton Flint Mill represents a
necessary intervention to ensure the long-term preservation of this important
industrial heritage site. The design respects the historical significance of the kilns
while providing essential structural support. The careful choice of materials and the
minimal visual impact of the proposal ensure that the heritage value of the kilns will
be maintained for future generations. This project is in line with best conservation
practices and will help to safeguard an important piece of Staffordshire’s industrial
history.
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