
200 Lichfield Lane
Mansfield

Nottinghamshire
NG18 4RG

T: 01623 637 119 (Planning Enquiries) 

E: planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk

W: www.gov.uk/coalauthority

For the attention of: Reuben Berriman – Case Officer
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council

[By email: planning@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk]

01 April 2026

Dear Reuben 

Re: SMD/2025/0505

Two Temporary Portakabins - Office and Welfare Facilities; M F Tyler Transport Click 
N Drive Limited Plots 12 To 15, Victoria Business Park, Prospect Way, Knypersley

Thank you for your notification of 23 March 2026 seeking the views of the Coal Authority 
on the above.

The  Coal  Authority  (now  trading  as  the  Mining  Remediation  Authority)  is  a  non-
departmental public body sponsored by the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero. 
As a statutory consultee, the Coal Authority has a duty to respond to planning applications 
and development plans in order to protect the public and the environment in mining areas.

The Coal Authority response:     Material Consideration  

I  have  reviewed the  site  location  plans  and the  proposals  and supporting  information 
submitted and available to view on the LPA website and can confirm that the site falls 
within the defined Development High Risk Area.

https://www.gov.uk/coalauthority
mailto:planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk


The Coal Authority records indicate that within 20m of the site boundary there are two 
recorded mine entries (CA shaft ref: 387355-024 & 387355-008).  Our records show that 
mineshaft -024 is “Recorded as dug out during past open-cast mining operations – Brown Lees  
OCC, Ab. plan 16656 refers.”; and mineshaft -008 is  “ Capped by the National Coal Board in  
February 1984. Area of ground 22 feet x 6 feet excavated to expose shaft which was found to  
have been previously filled. Shaft capped 6 feet below ground level. Two 14 feet RSJ's set across  
wall of shaft and 30 cu m of concrete added reinforced with steel mesh. Backfilled over cap. Re-
capped at 185.80m AOD following open-casting of site 1988-94 – upper portion of shaft and  
previous cap having been removed. Brown Lees OC, Ab plan 16656 refers.”  Due to the historic 
source plans used to record their current location, this could vary by several metres.  The 
Coal Authority is of the opinion that building over the top of, or in close proximity to, mine 
entries should be avoided wherever possible, even after they have been capped, in line 
with our adopted policy: Building on or within the influencing distance of mine entries - 
GOV.UK

In addition, the site lies within an area of probable historic unrecorded shallow coal mining; 
a coal seam of workable thickness infers to outcrop at or close to the surface of the site 
that  may  have  been historically  worked  from the  surface;  and  the  site  lies  within  the 
boundary  of  a  site  from  which  coal  has  been  removed  by  surface  mining  (opencast) 
methods.

As you will be aware, the Coal Authority’s general approach in cases where development is  
proposed within  the  Development  High  Risk  Area  is  to  recommend that  the  applicant 
obtains coal mining information for the application site and submits a Coal Mining Risk 
Assessment to support the planning application.

However when considering this particular proposal (non-permanent structures being sited 
on a level hardstanding area) the nature of this development falls within our Exemption 
List: Part B – Nature of Development, Guidance for Local Planning Authorities Version 8 
(January  2025).   On  this  basis  we  do  not  consider  that  requiring  a  Coal  Mining  Risk 
Assessment would be proportionate to the scale and nature of the development proposed 
in this particular case and do not object to this planning application.

We do however recommend that, should planning permission be granted for this proposal, 
the  following  wording  is  included as  an  Informative  Note  on  any  planning  permission 
granted:



The proposed development lies within an area that has been defined by the Mining Remediation  
Authority as containing coal mining features at surface or shallow depth.  These features may  
include: mine entries (shafts and adits); shallow coal workings; geological features (fissures and  
break lines);  mine gas and former surface mining sites.   Although such features are seldom  
readily visible, they can often be present and problems can occur, particularly as a result of new  
development taking place.  

Any  form  of  development  over  or  within  the  influencing  distance  of  a  mine  entry  can  be  
dangerous  and  raises  significant  land  stability  and  public  safety  risks.   As  a  general  
precautionary principle, the Mining Remediation Authority considers that the building over or  
within the influencing distance of a mine entry should be avoided.  In exceptional circumstance  
where this is unavoidable, expert advice must be sought to ensure a suitable engineering design  
which takes account of all relevant safety and environmental risk factors, including mine gas  
and mine-water.  Your attention is drawn to the Mining Remediation Authority Policy in relation  
to new development and mine entries available at:
Building on or within the influencing distance of mine entries - GOV.UK

Any intrusive activities which disturb or enter any coal seams, coal mine workings or coal mine  
entries (shafts and adits) requires a Mining Remediation Authority Permit.  Such activities could  
include site investigation boreholes, excavations for foundations, piling activities, other ground  
works and any subsequent treatment of coal mine workings and coal mine entries for ground  
stability purposes.  Application forms for Mining Remediation Authority permission and further  
guidance can be obtained from The Mining Remediation Authority’s website at:www.gov.uk/get-
a-permit-to-deal-with-a-coal-mine-on-your-property 
What is a permit and how to get one? - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

In areas where shallow coal seams are present caution should be taken when carrying out any  
on site burning or heat focused activities.    

If any future development has the potential to encounter coal seams which require excavating,  
for  example  excavation  of  building  foundations,  service  trenches,  development  platforms,  
earthworks, non-coal mineral operations, an Incidental Coal Agreement will be required. Further  
information  regarding  Incidental  Coal  Agreements  can  be  found  here  -  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/incidental-coal-agreement/guidance-notes-for-
applicants-for-incidental-coal-agreements

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/incidental-coal-agreement/guidance-notes-for-applicants-for-incidental-coal-agreements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/incidental-coal-agreement/guidance-notes-for-applicants-for-incidental-coal-agreements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/permit-process/permit-process
http://www.gov.uk/get-a-permit-to-deal-with-a-coal-mine-on-your-property
http://www.gov.uk/get-a-permit-to-deal-with-a-coal-mine-on-your-property


If any coal mining features are unexpectedly encountered during development, this should be  
reported  immediately  to  the  Mining  Remediation  Authority  on  0800  288  4242.   Further  
information is available on the Mining Remediation Authority website at: Mining Remediation 
Authority - GOV.UK

It is noted that the planning application is accompanied by a Coal Mining Risk Assessment 
Report (A7643/26/CMRA, February 2026) produced by Earth Environmental & Geotechnical 
Ltd for the proposed development.  Having carried out their review of historical, geological 
and coal mining information, they consider that due to the presence of former opencast 
operations  at  the  site,  this  will  have  most  likely  removed  any  shallow  coal  seams  / 
workings;  mineshafts  have  been  treated  and  removed  and  therefore  no  further 
investigation regarding coal mining is required.  However, they have advised the applicant 
that “as the composition and quality of the backfill in the opencast mining area are unknown, a  
ground instability risk from the backfill (made ground), such as differential settlement, cannot be  
discounted. A geotechnical investigation is therefore considered necessary to assess the bearing  
capacity of shallow soils”.

In light of the above, as part of the decision making process, the LPA should consider our 
comments made in the context  of  our statutory function and the professional  opinion 
provided by the applicant’s geotechnical consultants: Earth Environmental & Geotechnical 
Ltd in respect of the ground conditions on the site and to impose any planning conditions 
which they consider necessary to ensure the safety and stability of the development.    

If you would like to discuss this matter further, please contact me on the above number.

Yours sincerely

Disclaimer
The above consultation response is provided by the Coal Authority as a statutory consultee 
and is based upon the latest available data and the electronic consultation records held by 
the  Coal  Authority  since  1  April  2013.  The  comments  made  are  also  based  on  the 
information  provided  to  the  Coal  Authority  by  the  Local  Planning  Authority  and/or 
information that has been published on the Council’s website for consultation purposed in 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/mining-remediation-authority
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/mining-remediation-authority


relation to this specific planning application. The views and conclusions contained in this 
response may be subject to review and amendment by the Coal Authority if additional or 
new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the 
Local Planning Authority or the applicant for consultation purposes.

In  formulating  this  response  the  Coal  Authority  has  taken  full  account  of  the  professional  
conclusions  reached  by  the  competent  person  who  has  prepared  the  Coal  Mining  Risk  
Assessment or  other similar  report.  In the event  that  any future claim for  liability  arises  in  
relation to this development the Coal Authority will take full account of the views, conclusions  
and  mitigation  previously  expressed  by  the  professional  advisors  for  this  development  in  
relation to ground conditions and the acceptability of development.


