From: planningcomments@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk
Sent: 26 March 2026 19:19

To: Planning Comments (SMDC)

Subject: Comment Received from Public Access
Categories: [ ]

Application Reference No. : SMD/2026/0099 Site Address: Land South Of Farmside Lane Biddulph Moor
Staffordshire Comments by: Karena Lawson
From:
36
Rudyard Road
Biddulph Moor
STOKE-ON-TRENT
Staffs
ST8 7JN
Phone: INEGGzGNG
Email: [
Submission: Objection
Comments: | wish to object to application SMD/2026/0099 for Permission in Principle.

This proposal raises fundamental concerns in relation to location, policy compliance, and impact on the character of
the area.

Firstly, the site lies outside the defined settlement boundary, where development is strictly controlled under the
adopted Local Plan. Permission in Principle should not be used to establish development on land that is not
considered suitable in principle.

If this site is within the Green Belt, then the position is even clearer. Under national policy, including the National
Planning Policy Framework, development in the Green Belt is inappropriate by definition unless very special
circumstances exist.

No such circumstances have been demonstrated.

The site does not represent infill, nor does it form a logical rounding-off of the village. Instead, it would result in
encroachment into open countryside, undermining the established settlement pattern and eroding the distinction
between the village and the rural landscape.

It is also important to address any suggestion that this site could be considered égrey belt.é

There is no adopted grey belt policy within Staffordshire Moorlands District Council, and in any case, this site would
not meet any reasonable definition of previously developed or underutilised land.
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Furthermore, Permission in Principle restricts consideration of detailed matters such as highways, drainage, and
infrastructure. However, these are not minor technicalitiesé they are critical constraints. Granting PIP risks
establishing the acceptability of development without properly addressing these issues, which should be a material
concern at this stage.

There is also concern that applications of this scale are often designed to fall below thresholds that would require
affordable housing contributions or wider infrastructure provision, resulting in no meaningful benefit to the local
community.

Finally, approving development in this location would set an unwelcome precedent, making it increasingly difficult
to resist further speculative applications and leading to the gradual erosion of the countryside.
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