From: planningcomments@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk
Sent: 23 March 2026 22:38

To: Planning Comments (SMDC)

Subject: Comment Received from Public Access

Application Reference No. : SMD/2026/0099 Site Address: Land South Of Farmside Lane Biddulph Moor
Staffordshire Comments by: Aimee Snow
From:

Farmside Lane
Biddulph Moor
Stoke on Trent
Staffordshire

Submission: Objection

Comments: The existing road network is already insufficient to support further development. Farmside is in a
deteriorated condition and currently carries traffic levels far beyond its intended capacity. It is regularly used as a
cut&#8209;through between New Street and Leek Lane to avoid congestion in the village centre, particularly at peak
times.

Introducing additional dwellings would intensify traffic volumes, increase parking pressures, and accelerate road
deterioration. This would heighten safety risks for residents, including children and older people, and worsen
existing access constraints. Even where private driveways are proposed, modern households commonly own
multiple vehicles, and visitor parking adds further demand. Additional vehicle movements entering and exiting the
site would compound hazards on a road that is already busy and substandard.

This raises fundamental concerns about the suitability of intensifying residential use in this location and conflicts
with key planning policies, including:

¢ Policy T1, which requires development to be served by safe and suitable access and not compromise highway
safety.

¢ Policy SS1, which seeks to ensure development does not place unacceptable pressure on existing infrastructure or
harm its capacity.

It is also relevant that earlier proposals for residential development on this land were refused in 1981 and again in
1987. While the detailed decision notices are not available online due to their age, it is reasonable to conclude that
the refusals stemmed from familiar planning concerns: conflict with countryside or Green Belt policy, the siteés
unsuitability for housing, harm to rural character, inadequate local services and infrastructure, highway safety
issues, and its position beyond the established settlement boundary. Every one of these considerations remains
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directly applicable today and, given the increased pressures on the village and its surroundings, they carry even
greater weight now than they did at the time of the original refusals.

Overall, the proposal would exacerbate existing highway issues and fails to demonstrate that safe access and
adequate infrastructure can be achieved
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