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Subject: Comment Received from Public Access

Application Reference No. : SMD/2025/0523 Site Address: 1 Parklands Biddulph Moor Staffordshire ST8 7JL Stoke-
On-Trent Comments by: Michael Washington
From:

Rudyard Road
Biddulph Moor
Staffordshire Moorlands

Submission: Objection
Comments: | would like to object to this planning application which proposes the change of use of a dwellinghouse
to a residential care home for children and teenagers with complex needs. Whilst | appreciate and support the
necessity of providing appropriate care for vulnerable young people, | have serious concerns about the suitability of
this proposal in its current form and in this specific location.

The proposed property is located within a quiet, cul-de-sac residential area, primarily composed of bungalows. The
change of use to a care facility for children and teenagers with emotional, behavioral, or medical needs represents a
substantial departure from the existing residential character of the neighbourhood and would be very detrimental
to the peace and tranquility of elderly residents, in would also completely alter the character and privacy of this
small cul-de-sac of only 15 properties. This type of care home will require not only round-the-clock support staff but
also regular visits from a variety of external professionals such as medical practitioners, social workers, therapists,
and education or safeguarding officers. The cumulative effect of this increased footfall and traffic presents real and
legitimate concerns for the amenity of nearby residents. As previously mentioned, this is a cul-de-sac location of
only 15 properties and any extra traffic would clearly impact on residents, the application leads you to believe that
there is ample parking and that there would be minimal impact, however | do not believe this to be accurate.

Section 5.11 states that ¢the proposed development will not give rise to any greater impact to neighbouring
residential amenity than that which could otherwise be expected from its continued use as a three bedroomed
dwellinghouse¢, this is simply untrue given the nature of the intended use and associated comings and goings.

Furthermore, | am concerned about the lack of detailed information provided in the application documents. Key
operational aspects such as the age range of the children, potential visiting schedules, and safeguarding measures
have not been explained. This lack of transparency makes it difficult for both the Council and local residents to
properly assess the potential impact of the proposal.



| also strongly believe that this application should not be decided under officer delegation. Given the sensitivity and
potential implications of the proposal, it is essential that the matter be considered by the Planning Board. This
would ensure proper democratic oversight and provide an opportunity for local residents to make representations
directly to elected members before any decision is made.

| am also led to believe that the applicant has purchased other properties in the area, presumably for the same
purposes, and that works on alterations to the property have already commenced despite the application being
ongoing.
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