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Hi,

Please see the comments below re application SMD/2025/0429.

While the introduction of Padel courts at Pointon Park may encourage new participants in sport, and we
would usually welcome facilities that broaden engagement, we do have concerns about the proposed
removal of the existing skate park.

Although it is noted that the skate park is reportedly underused, its removal would mean the loss of a
facility specifically designed for children and young people. This group is a key focus of the Move More
Staffordshire Moorlands Strategy 2023—2033, which aims to increase physical activity levels among those
who are least active, including young people and those facing financial barriers.

Unlike Padel, which may appeal to a different demographic and typically involves a cost to participate,
skate parks offer free, informal, and accessible opportunities for young people to be active, creative, and
social. Removing this facility risks reducing provision for a group that already faces challenges in accessing
sport and recreation, especially if no alternative is provided.

We would therefore urge that consideration be given to how provision for this group can be maintained or
enhanced, whether through retaining the skate park, relocating it, or ensuring alternative free-to-access
facilities are available. It would also be helpful to understand the extent to which children and young
people have been consulted in this process, to ensure their voices and needs are being adequately
considered.

We appreciate that the Padel Courts will be a hire facility which may mean that those on low or no
incomes are not able to access the new facility. It would therefore be welcomed if the applicant would
consider concessions for those who are younger or those who have low or no income.

Regards,

Gareth

Gareth Knapper Principal Commissioning & Contracts Officer
Leisure & Environmental Services
High Peak Borough Council and Staffordshire Moorlands District Council
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