SMD/2025/0375 - Broad Street, Leek - Air Quality Assessment
- Consultant’s response [blue text] 17.10.2025

Air Quality

The submitted air quality report has focused on dust generation from
construction both construction and operational. The dust bit is fine, however,
there is need for a more considered detailed AQ assessment based on the
operational effects or a better screening detail.

We are pleased to see that the construction phase dust assessment has been
accepted.

Currently the need for an operational assessment has been screened out on
the basis that the drive through does not alter the average daily traffic flows
by more than 100 vehicles (the criterion adopted for an AQMA). Claiming
instead that the drive through will only generate essentially 140 vehicle
movements and these will be evenly distributed 70 each way along Broad
Street.

This seems a little odd (ie. rather low) for a drive through (that also needs 15 +
parking bays) and further detail needs to be submitted to clearly justify this
assumption. Incidentally, does the TA account for vehicle movements from
delivery firms - this is now a significant source of traffic movement around
these units.

There is also a claim that the proposal will not alter the flows of traffic (again if
it does, a detailed assessment is required). It seems highly unlikely that no
effects on the traffic flows on Broad Street movement will be seen, and the
potential for considerable disruption, notably at peak times would seem
likely. The right hand turn to gain entry to the site immediately after the
Compton Street junction (west bound), would appear to have significant
potential to affect the traffic flows through that junction, as vehicles traveling
east (N/E) are unlikely to stop to allow vehicles to turn right, as they need to
go through the junction east thus holding the traffic travelling west broad
street and potentially back through the busy Compton junction.

Finally, there is no consideration of the site as a source of emissions via the
queuing traffic around the drive through and if there is any potential for them
fo impact on residents on Eversley Avenue, or indeed Broad Street (adjacent
residential east side).

We'd recommend that the points above are clarified and the assessment
revised.

The Air Quality Assessment has considered the additional vehicles likely to be
generated on the local road network as a result of the drive thru proposals.



The maijority of vehicles using the drive thru will already be on the road
network and are considered to be pass-by trips. Therefore these pass-by trips
are already accounted for in the baseline and haven't been considered as
additional vehicles in the assessment. This approach is set out in the Highways
Technical Note which accompanied the planning application — attached. It
should be noted that the approach to the Highways assessment has been
agreed with the Highways Officer and no concerns have been raised from
them regarding how the trip assignment has been determined.

The additional vehicle numbers utilised in the Air Quality Assessment were
provided by the Transport Consultant for the project. They have advised that
the figures provided were based on a very conservative assessment that only
50% of the trips would be pass-by. These were then distributed evenly in both
directions. They have advised that the actual pass-by proportion would be
closer to 90% and advise that this is set out in page 58 of the attached
document.

The Transport Consultants have also advised that they would expect one
vehicle per day to be a delivery vehicle. This falls well below the IAQM
threshold of 25 HDVs within an AQMA for when a detailed assessment would
be required.

Based on the above the Air Quality Assessment provides a robust and
conservative assessment of likely impacts associated with the development
proposals.

| tfrust the above is useful but if you would like any further information please
do let me know.

Kind regards,
Claire Meddings

Director
Redmore Environmental Ltd



