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service to be available. Instead we may see positive competition in and around the local area as independent 
businesses diversify and improve their offerings to compete accordingly. This should not be seen as a negative but 
instead as something healthy that will help to push growth in Leek as a whole. 
 
 
 
The proposed development would also create local jobs, supporting both young people and those seeking flexible 
work. Albeit not many roles are planned to be made available but this should not be overlooked as anything that 
helps local residents with securing work should be encouraged. 
 
 
 
Concerns regarding light and noise pollution are also valid, however modern building designs and landscaping can 
effectively mitigate these issues through sensitive lighting and appropriate opening-hour management. The benefit 
of extended opening hours should also be recognised: it provides a safe, well-lit environment for travellers and 
workers, contributing to the town¿s overall infrastructure and convenience. Typical use cases for this type of 
business include providing a place for young people to socialise and study at times of the day where other public 
places would be closed, and a place for people to meet and catch up with friends or pop in to at the end of a long 
day. A place that provides services that support these activities would be great for the local area! 
 
 
 
Importantly, this proposal makes use of a brownfield site ¿ an environmentally responsible approach that avoids 
encroachment on green space. It also does not directly impact nor make changes to the layout or navigation of the 
existing historic town buildings, another bonus for using this site. Regenerating such sites helps improve the visual 
and functional quality of main routes into the town, projecting a positive image of investment in the area. I strongly 
believe that if anything the development will draw attention to surrounding plots of land which are in need of 
maintenance and will hopefully in turn spark further rejuvenation to one of the main routes into Leek. 
 
 
 
In conclusion, this development represents an opportunity for Leek to strengthen its local infrastructure, generate 
employment, improve amenities, and attract visitors ¿ all while utilising land responsibly. Proper planning and 
restrictions should be implemented to ensure concerns surrounding traffic management and architectural styling 
are met to ensure we gain a site that 'fits in' with the overall atmosphere in Leek. 
 
 
 
Growth and preservation can, and should, work hand in hand. I urge the Council to approve the application and 
support this positive step in Leek¿s continued evolution. 
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