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Comments: Cumulative Impact of Multiple BESS Developments

The proposed BESS at Cellarhead exacerbates the cumulative impact of multiple approved energy storage facilities in close proximity, resulting in
an over-concentration of industrial developments. This conflicts with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) paragraphs 185 and 187,
which mandate that planning decisions consider cumulative effects on pollution, noise, and community well-being to ensure developments are
appropriate for their location. The saturation of such facilities risks transforming the local area into an industrial hub, undermining its rural
character and residents¿ quality of life.

Noise Pollution from BESS Operations

The continuous operational noise from the proposed BESS, characterized by a persistent hum, is incompatible with the tranquillity of residential
areas near Cellarhead. This would significantly impair residents¿ quality of life, breaching NPPF paragraph 174(e), which prohibits unacceptable
noise pollution, and Local Plan policies safeguarding residential amenity. Independent noise assessments are essential to evaluate the true impact
on nearby homes, particularly during quiet hours.

Over-Intensification of Development

The proliferation of approved BESS facilities in the Cellarhead, Werrington and Armshead areas constitutes over-intensification, fundamentally
altering the rural character of this landscape. Such a concentration of industrial infrastructure is at odds with NPPF paragraph 130, which requires
developments to respect local character and distinctiveness. This scale of development erodes the area¿s rural identity, replacing it with an
incongruous industrial presence.

Light Pollution from Floodlighting

The proposed BESS will require extensive floodlighting for security, which would generate significant light pollution in a rural residential setting.
This is wholly unsuitable, as it would disrupt residents¿ nighttime amenity and harm local wildlife, including nocturnal species. Such impacts
contravene NPPF paragraph 185(c), which emphasizes minimizing light pollution to protect health, living conditions, and biodiversity, as well as
Local Plan policies on environmental protection.

Incompatible Hours of Operation

The 24/7 operation of the proposed BESS is fundamentally incompatible with the residential character of Cellarhead, where residents expect peace
and quiet, particularly during evening and nighttime hours. The constant activity and associated noise would disrupt local amenity, conflicting with
NPPF paragraph 185 and Local Plan policies designed to mitigate adverse impacts from operational disturbances and protect residential well-
being.

Public Safety and Security Risks

The proximity of the proposed BESS to residential areas as well as encapsulating a diesel refuelling station, raises significant public safety
concerns, as large-scale energy storage systems could potentially attract security threats, including vandalism or terrorism. This conflicts with
NPPF paragraph 97, which prioritizes the creation of safe and secure communities. The lack of robust, site-specific risk assessments further
exacerbates concerns about the suitability of this location for such a facility.



Inadequate Monitoring and Emergency Response

The reliance on remote monitoring for the BESS, without on-site staff, poses serious risks to resident safety and effective emergency response. In
the event of a malfunction, fire, or other incident, the absence of immediate on-site oversight could delay critical interventions, endangering nearby
communities. This is contrary to NPPF paragraph 92, which emphasizes the creation of safe and healthy environments, and raises significant
concerns about the facility¿s operational safety.

Harm to Rural Landscape and Character

The proposed BESS represents an inappropriate industrial incursion into the open countryside, requiring extensive concrete hardstanding and
infrastructure that would permanently degrade the rural landscape¿s aesthetic and ecological value. This conflicts with NPPF paragraph 174(b),
which seeks to protect and enhance valued landscapes, and Local Plan policies aimed at preserving the countryside¿s intrinsic character. The
development would erode the visual and environmental qualities that define Cellarhead¿s rural identity.
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