Condition sheet: HEDGEROW Habitat Types

Habitat Type

Native hedgerow
Native hedgerow with trees
Species-rich native hedgerow with trees

‘Hsdgarow favourable condition attributes

and

groupings (A, B, C, D and
E)

‘Core groups - applicable to all hedgerow types

Criteria - the
requirements for ‘favourable
condition’

Criteria description

Hedge 1

Hedge
Ornamental

The average height of woody growth estimated from base of stem to
the top of the shoots, excluding any bank beneath the hedgerow, any
gaps or isolated trees.
Newly laid or coppiced hedgerows are indicative of good management
Al Height >1.5 m average along length and pass this criterion for up to a maximum of four years (if undertaken Yes nia
according to good practice).
A newly planted hedgerow does not pass this criterion (unless it is >1.5
m height).
The average width of woody growth estimated at the widest point of the
canopy, excluding gaps and isolated trees.
Outgrowths (such as blackthorn Prunus spinosa suckers) are only
A2. Width >1.5 m average along length included in the width estimate when they are >0.5 m in height. No nla
Laid, coppiced, cut and newly planted hedgerows are indicative of good
management and pass this criterion for up to a maximum of four years
(if undertaken according to good practice).
This is the vertical ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the
Gap - Gap between ground and base of hedgerow, and its distance from the ground to the lowest leafy growth.
Bl hedge | canopy <0.5 m for >90% of length No na
base Py <0. ° 9 Certain exceptions to this criterion are acceptable (see page 65 of the
Hedgerow Survey Handbook).
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the
Eeadp .e Gaps make up <10% of total length: :stgse'rno;/;/‘i Gaps are complete breaks in the woody canopy (no matter
B2. g and : No n/a
canapy No canopy gaps >5 m
continuity Py gap Access points and gates contribute to the overall ‘gappiness’ but are
not subject to the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical size of a gate).
This is the level of disturbance (excluding wildlife disturbance) at the
base of the hedgerow.
>1 m width of undisturbed ground with
Undisturbe | perennial herbaceous vegetation for ~|Undisturbed ground is present for at least 90% of the hedgerow length,
dground [>90% of length: greater than 1 m in width and must be present along at least one side of|
c1. and - Measured from outer edge of the hedgerow. Yes n/a
perennial [hedgerow; and
vegetation |- Is present on one side of the This criterion recognises the value of the hedgerow base as a boundary
hedgerow (at least). habitat with the capacity to support a wide range of species. Cultivation,
heavily trodden footpaths, poached ground etc. can limit available
habitat niches.
Nu(_ri:n((; Plar\(hspeciesf\nd‘ilc aéive _Of nul:(zeg:/ The indicator species used are nettles Urtica spp., cleavers Galium
C2. enriche ! enricl n}e:l o' sof sf or;!na(eb d ° aparine and docks Rumex spp. Their presence, either singly or No nla
perenm_a cover of the area of undisturbe together, does not exceed the 20% cover threshold.
vegetation |_ground,
Recently introduced species refer to plants that have naturalised in the
>90% of the hedgerow and UK since AD 1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count as natives. For
Invasive | - vcturbed ground is free of invasive |information on archaeophytes and neophytes see the JNCC website*,
D1. :gg hyte non-native plant species (including as well as the BSBI website® where the ‘Online Atlas of the British and Yes n/a
speZes those listed on Schedule 9 ofWCAS) Irish Flora® contains an up-to-date list of the status of species. For
and recently introduced species. information on invasive non-native species see the GB Non-Native
Secretariat website’.
This criterion addresses damaging activities that may have led to or lead
to deterioration in other attributes.
>90% of the hedgerow or undisturbed
D2 gurrent | g ound is free of damage caused b Yes n/a
. damage a L 9 Y | This could include evidence of pollution, piles of manure or rubble, or
uman activities. inappropriate management practices (for example, excessive hedgerow
cutting).
ional group - applicable to hedgerows with trees only
There is more than one age-class (or
morphology) of tree present (for
example: young, mature, veteran and | This criterion addresses if there are a range of age-classes or
E1. Tree class |or ancient®), and there is on average | morphologies which allow for replacement of trees and provide Yes N/A
at least one mature, ancient or veteran [opportunities for different species.
tree present per 20 - 50m of
hedgerow.
At least 95% of hedgerow trees are in
a healthy condition (excluding veteran
£2 Tree health ‘li‘a(ures va\uzble for ‘?/"dhfed)' Thereis | ths criterion identifes if the trees are subject to damage which Y N/A
. ree health flitle or no evidence of an adverse compromises the survival and health of the individual specimens. es
impact on tree health by damage from
livestock or wild animals, pests or
diseases, or human activity.




Condition Sheet: LINE OF TREES Habitat Type

Condition Assessment Criteria

Criterion passed

Notes (such as justification)

(Yes or No)
Yes
A |At least 70% of trees are native species.
. . . , . No
Tree canopy is predominantly continuous with gaps in canopy
B |cover making up <10% of total area and no individual gap being
>5 m wide.
Yes
One or more trees has veteran features and or natural ecological
C |niches for vertebrates and invertebrates, such as presence of
standing and attached deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.
There is an undisturbed naturally-vegetated strip of atleast6 m  |No
on both sides to protect the line of trees from farming and other
D human activities (excluding grazing). Where veteran trees are
present, root protection areas should follow standing advice?.
Yes

At least 95% of the trees are in a healthy condition (deadwood or
veteran features valuable for wildlife are excluded from this).

E [There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health
by damage from livestock or wild animals, pests or diseases, or
human activity.




Condition Sheet: INDIVIDUAL TREES Habitat Type

Individual trees — Urban trees

Condition Assessment Criteria

The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are
native species).

1 Tree -
Criterion
passed (Yes or

Yes

1 Tree - Criterion
passed (Yes or

Yes

1 Tree -

Criterion
passed (Yes or passed
(Yes or No) or No)

Yes

1 Tree -
Criterion

No

1 Tree -
Criterion
passed (Yes

No

The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy
cover making up <10% of total area and no individual gap being
>5 m wide (individual trees automatically pass this criterion).

Yes

Yes

Yes

The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are
mature)1.

Yes

Yes

Yes

There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health
by human activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental
agricultural activity). And there is no current regular pruning
regime, so the trees retain >75% of expected canopy for their age
range and height.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are
present, such as presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose
bark.

No

Yes

Yes

No

More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation
beneath.

Yes

Yes

Yes
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