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Introduction

This document is intended to provide a response to the comments raised by the public in relation to the Non Material Application NMA/2024/0027. 

The project has already been granted planning permission under application SMD/2022/0444, a majority of comments raised relate to that approved application. 
 
Accordingly, Section 1 of this document focusses on the comments which are considered to be relevant to the determination of Non Material Application NMA/2024/0027.  The comments are themed under the headings below.
 
Section 2, provides clarity in respect of a number of matters raised which are not considered relevant to the Non-Material Amendment application or are matters already assessed under the existing planning permission/to be determined via the discharge of condition process - the response’s here are provided for the planning officers information.





















Section 1 - Comments Relevant to the NMA

Size and Shape of the Site Layout

The overall footprint of the BESS site area has increased marginally (~7.5%) on the confirmed equipment 
details, the layout has been refined to meet all the regulatory, project, safety, construction and maintenance requirements. The overall (red line) site boundary has not changed from the approved planning drawings.
In the context of the overall size of the facility the changes to the size and shape of the layout are extremely minor.  

Site Screening/Bunding

The detailed landscape design shows that the bunding will be implemented at full height as previously approved, in a few localised areas a reduced bund depth is required due to the clearances required from the existing tree line stipulated in the Tree Root Protection Plan. 























Section 2 - Comments for Information/Covered by 
the Original Planning Approval 

Transformer Substation Height

The transformer Substation height is not and will not be higher than was detailed on the original approved planning drawings and the building apex/walls will be below the top level of the Acoustic Fence Screening as 
per the original requirements.

Site Capacity 

The site is rated at 300MW of electrical import/export capacity as per the original planning submission, not 400MW or 624MW as incorrectly stated on a number of comments. 

Fire Safety

Whilst there are no planning conditions or planning requirements in the original application in this respect, as part of the project design process, we have engaged with a specialist fire consultant to assist with the full Site Fire Strategy this includes the following:  

· Preparation and implementation of the Fire Strategy Plan, Fire/Emergency Response Plan.
· Preparation of the Fire Safety Management Plan, Fire Risk Assessment.
· Preparation, review and implementation of the findings of the fire HAZOP/HAZID. 
· We have also began dialogue with Staffs Fire & Rescue Service as part of the process.

The Battery Module supplier has also produced a Battey Safety Management Plan which will be integrated into the overall Site Safety & Fire Strategy Plan

The Battery units themselves are liquid cooled and will each have installed a fully automated fire detection and aerosol suppression system and would be tested to UL9540(A). The BESS Fire suppression can also be activated manually, locally to the units.

Each battery rack will also have a top mounted deflagration vent panel that serves as a crucial safety component designed to release the pressure in the event of a sudden pressure increase, preventing potential explosive damage to the enclosure.

On completion, the site will have a fully automated/monitored fire detection system that will cover all buildings and equipment. All equipment would be connected to a site wide SCADA system which will provide 24/7 status monitoring and provide any alarm indications and control as required.

The objections stating that the development will not consider fire safety or are not fire compliant are therefore unfounded.  

Stores & Welfare Units

These are a standard requirement for this type of project/installation. There will be one welfare unit and a maximum of 3 stores units – they each will be 40ft modular units.

Construction/Site Access 

The requirement to reduce the road level in the East field into the BESS site has always been a requirement to access the reduced level of the BESS area (-2m) and is detailed on the original approved planning drawings CELLARHEAD-D-115 sht. 1 & 3 sections ‘FF’.

Attenuation Pond/Drainage

The pond location and details are being discharged via the planning condition 18.  The original permission stated the pond size and location was ‘tbc’, so this approach is appropriate.  The location of the pond is in the lower field at the southeast of the site, this would allow a gravitational solution as opposed to having the pond located on the higher land in the eastern field, which would require a electromechanical pumped solution due to the hydraulics – which could potentially lead the system not working due to equipment failures/power loss.  A detailed drainage study has been provided by Ameresco which should be referred to, the chosen location is explained in more detail  within the supporting technical note. 

Located in the final manhole prior to the drainage exiting the BESS site would be a petrol/oil interceptor. 

Noise

The application does not affect the requirement of planning condition 7 and therefore this matter is not determinative to this application. 

However, we would like to confirm, to help comply with the noise planning requirements/negate the noise impact in the local area, we will be installing an absorbent Acoustic Fence around the perimeter of the site along with bunds that are similar in height to the fence, we have also taken the added step to include special low noise type cooling fans on the BESS equipment.

Batteries

Battery technology is fast moving at the moment as suppliers include more features (i.e. fire suppression systems) therefore changes are common, the batteries for this project have now been selected and the layout updated accordingly, the original and current site arrangement has 4 sets of batteries per inverter/ transformer unit, the difference is the batteries are now arranged in 2 lines – 2 sets per line to one side of the Transformer/inverter units instead of 4 blocks around the transformer/inverter unit. 

Maintenance Track

The maintenance track on the main BESS site (apart from the area/ramp down to the main substation – which will need to be tarmac for safety reasons) will be a loose stone finish as per the rest of the site, so not materially different from the original layout – we have just highlighted the track details on the latest site layout drawing for clarity. 

Perimeter Security Fence

The requirement for the perimeter Security Fence has always been part of the project and is shown on the original planning section drawings although not shown on the original layout drawings, we have now included this detail for clarity.

Landscaping & Biodiversity

As part of the planning pre-commencement requirements we have completed a Landscape Mitigation Plan (LMP)/Landscape and Ecology Management Plan (LEMP) which details the following:        
     
         	• Details of habitat creation and species enhancements. 
• Updated BNG (Biodiversity Net Gain) calculation using latest DEFRA metric and UK 
   Habitat baseline and post-intervention plans. 
• Soil preparation details. 
• Appropriate planting/seeding specifications. 
• Long-term habitat management plan.     

The result of the preparation of this document and the resultant work to be carried out on site will be a biodiversity net gain (BNG) of 44% for habitats and a 131% for hedgerows. The Environment Act 2021 requires a minimum of 10% BNG mandatory for all new developments in England from February 2024.

As part of the project pre-commencement works we will repeat the Site Ecology Survey, review and implement the recommendations from this survey, regular additional surveys will also be carried out during the construction phase to ensure legislative compliance.

Retaining Wall

The requirement for the retaining wall in the main substation area has always been part of the project and is shown on the original planning section drawings although not shown on the original layout drawings, we have now included this detail for clarity.

Cabling Routes

The requirement for the cabling routes has always been part of the project although not shown on the original layout drawings, we have now included this detail for clarity.

Site Traffic Management

Prior to commencement of the main site works, the current Construction Traffic Management Plan (C.T.M.P.) will be updated with the latest information, approved and implemented.

Local Properties

The nearest residential property entrance to the BESS area fence line is around 125m distance, not 40m as stated.

Light Pollution

Once the site is operational it will be unmanned and monitored/controlled remotely, a majority of visits by personnel will be during daylight hours to carry out inspection and maintenance tasks. In the rare occasion visits at night visit would be required then the external lights (on buildings/on the access road down to the main substation) will be activated as necessary. These lights will not be permanently illuminated at night when the site is unmanned.

Slave Labour

Child and forced labour are pervasive problems throughout the world. Ameresco has an important role to play in tackling these issues and are fully committed (as part of Ameresco Inc.) to ending modern slavery. Ameresco acknowledge our responsibilities  and commits to complying with the provisions of the Modern Slavery Act 2015 including the ongoing review of both our internal practices and practices in our supply chain. Ameresco does not enter contractual relationships with organisations that are found to engage in slavery, servitude, forced or child labour in their operations. Ameresco will not tolerate the use of child or forced labour in any of its global operations and facilities. Ameresco is committed to diligently ensuring that any company we engage for business purposes, including our sub-contractors, consultants, and vendors, share the same stance.

Flood Zone

This site is classed as a 'flood zone level 1' therefore unlikely to flood, however we have carried out a Flood Risk 
Assessment of the site and as part of the planning pre-commencement condition 18 requirements a site full 
drainage design has been completed.

Equipment Installed

All equipment installed to the site will be new, not used, recycled or reconditioned and will aligning to the relevant current EU/international standards.

Spoil removal

	There is planning permission already for the overall site and substation area excavation to facilitate the project, 
how the soil is re-used and transported from site is planning condition approval and not relevant to the determination of this application.  
	
However we can confirm the process/procedure of the spoil removal are detailed in the Pre-Commencement 
Condition 15 – Materials Management Plan.

As part of the planning requirements/the discharge of the commencement pre-conditions we appreciative that the removal of the excavated material would entail a large amount of vehicle movements along Rownall Road, therefore we have been working on mitigating the impact of these movements on the surrounding roads/area etc. As a result, for these works we have an agreement in place with a local landowner to move the spoil off the site onto their land where they are going to use it to in fill in a crevasse/level the area in between two crop producing fields that they are currently unable to use for farming, this will allow them to utilise this area for crops on completion of these works.

As part of this agreement, we have a plan in place that only requires the spoil removal vehicles to cross over and not traverse up and down Rownall Road. At the site entrance/exit we will have bankspersons in attendance for the duration of these works to control road traffic/pedestrians/cyclists/site vehicles. 

As you will appreciate this approach will negate the need for any of the spoil removal vehicles to run up and down Rownall Road/through the village etc. during these works.
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