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I am writing to formally object to the planning application for the proposed Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS) on Rownall Road. While I recognize the importance of renewable energy and supporting infrastructure, 
I believe this specific proposal is unsuitable for the following reasons:

1. Safety Concerns

BESS installations, particularly those using lithium-ion technology, have been associated with significant fire 
and explosion risks. These incidents can have severe consequences for nearby residents and the local 
environment. I am particularly concerned about whether local emergency services are adequately equipped to 
handle such risks, as battery fires are complex and difficult to extinguish.

2. Environmental Impact

The proposed site is in a rural area, which may host diverse wildlife and ecosystems. The development and 
operation of a BESS facility could disrupt these habitats, through land clearance, noise, or potential 
contamination from battery materials in the event of leaks or accidents.

3. Noise Pollution

The cooling systems and inverters required for the operation of a BESS can generate continuous noise, which 
will significantly impact the peace and quiet currently enjoyed by residents of this rural area. This issue is 
especially concerning if operations run 24 hours a day.

4. Visual and Landscape Impact
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The installation of a BESS facility, along with associated infrastructure, would detract from the natural beauty
of the area. This site is unsuitable for such an industrial development, which will disrupt the rural character of
Rownall Road and potentially reduce property values.

5. Traffic and Infrastructure Strain

The construction and maintenance of this facility will likely result in increased traffic, including heavy goods
vehicles, on Rownall Road. This road is not designed to handle such activity, creating risks to road safety and
significant inconvenience for residents.

6. Lack of Local Benefit

The proposed BESS facility appears to provide minimal benefit to the local community. It serves primarily as a
commercial venture and does not directly contribute to local energy needs or community development.

7. Alternative Locations

I believe there may be more suitable locations for this facility, such as industrial zones or areas further away
from residential communities and rural landscapes.

In light of these concerns, I urge the council to reject this planning application. The risks and impacts associated
with this development far outweigh any potential benefits, and it is clear that the proposed site is inappropriate
for a project of this nature.

Thank you for considering my objection.

________________________________

Do you really need to print out this Email? Be green - keep it on the screen.

This email is intended for the addressee(s) only and may contain sensitive, privileged or confidential
information that could be protectively marked. If you are not the addressee please do not use the information in
any way. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender immediately and delete it from your
system. Thank you.

The Council may be required to disclose this email or any responses to it under the Freedom of Information Act
2000. The way in which we handle personal information is set out in our privacy notice and is available at
https://www.staffsmoorlands.gov.uk/YourData

________________________________

https://www.staffsmoorlands.gov.uk/YourData

