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Application Reference No. : SMD/2024/0019
Site Address: Land at Newfields Farm Rownall Road  Wetley Rocks Staffordshire ST9 0BS Stoke On Trent
Comments by: Alison Smedley
From:

 Hazelhurst Cottage
 Huntley Road
 Denford
 Leek
 Staffordshire
 ST13 7JT

Phone:
Email: 
Submission: Objection
Comments: I note that there are several planning applications pertaining to the same overall type of 
development (solar panels/battery storage) in this immediate area, and suggest that the Planning Committee 
should be considering them collectively rather than piecemeal.

I object to the proposal for a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) at this site.  It is within the SSSI Impact 
Zone for the Wetley Moor Site of Special Scientific Interest. The destruction of wildlife habitats and loss of 
biodiversity through the installation of battery storage (and its associated solar panels) will change this 
landscape forever.

The site is also in Green Belt. As Section 13 of the National Planning Policy Framework states, inappropriate 
development is, by definition, harmful to the Green Belt and should not be approved except in very special 
circumstances.  It also states (Section 13 point 156) that when located in the Green Belt, elements of many 
renewable energy projects will comprise inappropriate development.

I therefore ask SMDC Planning Committee to turn down this planning application.
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