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4.7 Aquatic vegetation

CURRENT POSITION

There are a number of aquatic habitats identified within the 
Structural Landscape Plan and within the Outline Habitat 
Management Plan. 

Structural Landscape Plan has divided the aquatic habitats 
into a number of areas. The plan subdivides the habitats into 
the following:

•	 A1 - Former Quarry , steep sided quarry void that has filled 
with water. Limited or no aquatic/emergent vegetation 
development to date.

•	 A2 and A3 - Former lagoon within Quarry 2. Currently 
comprises of  tailings and small pools of water. 

•	 A4 - Dense scrub is colonising the northerly and western 
margins of the pond. Strands of common reed are present 
around the margins of pond along with reed mace, water 
mint and brooklime. A large area of open water is present 
within the centre of the  pond. Great Crested Newts are 
present in this water-body. 

•	 A5 - Former tailings lagoon - heavily silted with recent 
development of open water. Little aquatic/emergent 
vegetation. Willow scrub colonising. 

•	 A9 - The pond is heavily shaded with a deep leaf litter and 
no aquatic vegetation, deep leaf litter and mud margins. 

•	 A10 - The pond is situated with dense woodland habitat 
and has no aquatic vegetation. 

The key principles which should be employed for future 
detailed management are:

•	 To protect and enhance wildlife interests of the existing 
ponds and watercourses.

•	 To maintain habitat connectivity for amphibians.

•	 To maximise the biodiversity potential of ponds and 
wetland habitats.

•	 To retain the amphibian species assemblage at the site.

OBJECTIVES

•	 All standing aquatic habitats will be managed for 
biodiversity by maintaining a variety of habitats though 
active management, including open water, marginal 
vegetation and surrounding rough grassland. 

•	 Areas of marginal vegetation and rough grassland 
adjacent to the existing pond will be retained and 
managed. 

•	 Aquatic vegetation management in ponds will be 
undertaken by hand using a grapple hook/weed rake.

•	 Clearance and/or thinning of excessive shading tree or 
scrub cover around pond margins (A4, A9 and A10) will be 
undertaken using hand tools.

•	 Areas of scrub/wetland habitat to be created around  A2 
and A3 . 

•	 Where marginal planting is required appropriate species 
should be used.

•	 High quality terrestrial habitat for amphibians present in 
close proximity to ponds will be retained and managed.

•	 Ponds will be monitored and corrective management 
implemented if issues such as invasive species presence 
are highlighted. 
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A10

Existing woodland to be retained

Scrub land and gorse 

Area to colonise naturally ,
Where required selective removal and new 
native planting to be implemented

Structural  Site landscape 
(Grassland, wildflower, amenity and ornamental 
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Semi natural  grassland 

Application  Boundary 
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Open water 
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HEATHLAND

4.8 Heathland

CURRENT POSITION
•	 The parcels of heathland in Quarry 2 (H1, H2 and H3) are in 

poor condition, encroached by gorse scrub, pine and birch 
and supporting heather of poor structure.

OBJECTIVES
•	 Areas of heath and acid grassland will be retained and 

maintained within Q2. Areas of scrub and trees will 
be removed to encourage the expansion of heathland 
habitat.

•	 To ensure the valuable areas of heathland are maintained, 
expanded and enhanced.

•	 Control undesirable species and to manage any potential 
affects from grazing and trampling.

•	 Preventing the invasion of woody shrubs such as gorse, 
Scot’s pine, silver birch and rhododendron.

•	 Opportunities should be explored to increase H3 zone for 
heather and heathland establishment.
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The Mosaic landscape type is made up of a 
variety of landscape elements and a diverse 
range of habitats. Each of these landscape 
elements and management, such as heathland 
and natural colonisation, have been covered in 
the previous sections within this document.

CURRENT POSITION
•	 The plan shows the extent of area of landscape that has 

naturally colonised. 

•	 Areas of Mosaics of heath, open ground and acid 
grassland can be found in quarries 2 and 3 and natural 
colonisation  in Quarry 2.

OBJECTIVES 

•	 Areas of bare quarry face should be retained to provide 
habitats within Q3.

•	 Long term management should ensure that these 
features are maintained to deliver a diverse range of 
habitats at the site.
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5
M A N AG E M E N T  TA B L E S
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5.1 General Operations

MAINTENANCE OPERATION – TREE WORK 
GENERALLY
•	 Any tree works should be in accordance with 

recommendation of a Qualified Arboriculturist which is a 
member of the Arboricultural Association.

•	 Identification: Before starting work agree which trees 
are to be removed or pruned. This should follow the 
recommendations of the annual arboricultural  report .

•	 Protection: avoid damage to neighbouring trees, plants 
and buildings

•	 Standards: To BS 3998:2010 and Health & Safety Executive 
(HSE) ‘Forestry and arboriculture safety leaflets’

•	 Removing branches: Cut as shown in The Arboricultural 
Association Leaflet No 8 ‘Mature tree maintenance’. Cut 
vertical branches similarly, with no more slope on the cut 
surface than is necessary to shed rainwater

•	 Appearance: Leave trees with a well balanced natural 
appearance

•	 Chain saw work: Operatives must hold a Certificate of 
Competence

•	 Tree work: To be carried out by an approved member of 
the Arboricultural Association

ADDITIONAL WORK

Defective, diseased, unsafe or weak parts of trees additional 
to those scheduled for attention: Give notice if detected.

Prevention of wound bleeding
Standard: To BS 3998:2010, clause 8.

Prevention of disease transmission
Standard: To BS 3998:2010 , clause 9 and Appendix B.

Water restrictions
General: If water supply is, or is likely to be, restricted by 
emergency legislation, submit proposals for an alternative 
suitable source of water. Obtain instructions before 
proceeding.

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE TASKS

Maintenance operations
Set out in the tables overleaf are the maintenance operations 
that should be carried out over the next 20 years in order 
to achieve the design  and ecological objectives. The 
management prescriptions are flexible such that each section 
can be changed and updated on an annual basis, allowing 
targets to be set, progress monitored and accurate reporting 
made.
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WOODLAND

WOODLAND  -  GENERAL OPERATIONS

Prescription Rationale Tasks Timing

Maintain Pedestrian routes  

Checks to general surface 
condition, evenness, drainage 
and weed growth.

Paths through the woodland 
provide recreational and circular 
routes. These are predominantly in 
the south of the site.

Regular checks:

1.	 Evenness of pathways surface - potholes to be 
in-filled with suitable material. 

2.	 Surface to be free draining - where required 
additional drainage channels to be cut.

3.	 Weed growth to be controlled. 

4.	 Clearance of vegetation to path edges and 
deadwood/ potential structure failure to 
overhanging tree branches

Quarterly

 
Annually

 
Annually

Monthly

Maintain condition of 
boundaries within and around 
the site

New fence lines will be required to 
ensure the site boundaries are well 
defined. 

1.	 Maintain the existing stone walls to the site 
boundaries

2.	 Inspection and maintenance of internal timber 
fencing- replacement of timber elements as 
required.

3.	 Condition of Gates to be checked and repairs 
where necessary

Annually

 
Quarterly

Quarterly

Signage within the woodland 
needs to be both maintained 
in good condition, but 
also revisited to encourage 
continued uses and renew 
where appropriate.

Signage will promote use of the 
site and aid legibility. Interpretation 
signage is key to promoting 
education  uses of the site - 
continuing the existing natural 
trails and ecology walks.

Inspect and Maintain on site signage:

1.	 Interpretation signage

2.	 Orientation Signage

3.	 Advisory Signage

Annually

Annually

Monthly

WOODLAND  -  MANAGEMENT TABLE 1

Management 
Area

Management History and 
Rationale for Management 

Management Tasks Year 
(s)

Season Frequency

All woodland 

Zones 

The retention of mature trees into 
senescence is important ecologically for 
a range of saproloxic invertebrates, fungi 
and lichens.  Over mature and dying trees 
also often possess suitable features for bat 
roosts.  However such trees can pose a 
public health and safety risk and remedial 
action in the form of pruning may be 
necessary to prolong the life of trees and 
to maintain them in a safe condition. In 
some circumstances felling might be the 
only option. 

Annual tree safety check 
of trees situated close 
to footpaths and other 
publicly accessible areas.  
Any required removal 
to be decided on site by 
instruction of ecologist and 
Arboriculturist.

All Avoid spring 
and summer 
if possible

Annually and 
following high 
winds

Leave standing deadwood 
where possible, but fell or 
prune specimens which pose 
a danger to public health and 
safety.

All Avoid spring 
and summer 
if possible

Timing 
dependent on 
level of risk - 
avoid spring 
and summer if 
possible

Wildlife habitats will be created and 
maintained to include; bat boxes, bird 
boxes, log piles, standing dead wood (in 
remote areas of the site for health and 
safety reasons).

Check condition of wildlife 
habitats

All Avoid spring 
and summer 
if possible

Annually
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WOODLAND

WOODLAND  -  MANAGEMENT TABLE 1

Management 
Area

Rationale for Management Management Tasks Year (s) Season Frequency

BROADLEAVED AND SEMI NATURAL WOODLAND (W1 AND W3)

W1 and W3 Unmanaged woodland, dense areas of 
scrub vegetation, dead wood. 

Area is becoming dominated by bramble. 

Removal of any non-native species. 
First thinning - Selective scrub 
clearance/thinning and coppicing 
of species where possible.

2-3 Autumn / 
winter

Once

 Encourage natural generation and a 
range of wood layers. 

Initial clearance of deadwood and 
unwanted trees - any tree removal 
will focus on non-native species. 
Trees in difficult corners, along 
streams sides and on margins can 
be retained indefinitely provided 
they do not cause a safety hazard. 

All work to be done under 
supervision of an ecologist or 
Arboriculturist . Removals to be 
decided on site.

0-3 Autumn /
winter

Once

Thereafter managed as permanent 
woodland cover, with only selected 
felling of mature trees to encourage 
natural generation and a range of 
woodland layers.

Any trees to be removed to be 
decided on site.

Coppicing of species where 
possible.

3-20 Autumn /
winter

Annually/as 
required

Planting can be justified where natural 
regeneration or coppice regrowth is not 
practicable or does not fully meet the 
objectives for the wood.

Review of planting/regeneration. 
Planting at wide spacing (3–5 m) 
or in clumps. Planting a variety of 
species in each group provides 
safeguards against failure. Species 
should be chosen in accordance 
with soft-works schedules

5-20 All Reviewed 
annually

Weeding of newly planted trees in 
order to ensure that transplants are 
not smothered.

Hand cutting is preferred where 
grasses are not dominant. 
Herbicides should be spot 
treatment of invasive species and  
limited to one metre diameter 
around the planted trees and only 
used for dense stands of bracken.

0 - 3

From tree 
planting

All
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WOODLAND

WOODLAND  -  MANAGEMENT TABLE 1

Any newly established trees and 
shrubs will be fitted with tree 
guards to protect from rabbit 
and deer grazing, which will 
be removed when growth is 
sufficiently advanced.

2-5 after 
planting

All Reviewed 
annually

Coppicing  -Consider resuming 
traditional treatments. Coppicing and 
pollarding of suitable species e.g. ash 
and hazel will encourage ground-flora 
and shrub development. 

Reviewed annually, targeted and 
selectively removed on site. All 
work to be done under supervision 
of an ecologist or Arboriculturist . 
Removals to be decided on site.

Reviewed 
year 5

Early 
spring/
winter

As required/
reviewed 
annually

W3 Establishment of new trees Tree guards removed when growth 
is sufficiently advanced and no 
longer than third growing season.

1-3 Autumn Annually

W4 Encourage a diverse and successful 
woodland and habitat and to encourage 
native flora to recover.

Removal and control of non-native 
scrub species.

1-5 Autumn / 
winter

Annually/as 
required

Removal of scrub and trees to increase 
areas of heathland

Scrubbing over of Heathland. 
Removal of established trees and 
shrubs (e.g. pine, birch) to create 
open heathland areas.

1-2 Autumn / 
winter

As required

ANCIENT WOODLAND

Ancient 
Woodland 
within W1

No formal paths to be established. Informal 
routes to be discouraged by the careful 
placing of felled timbers to block desire 
lines. Any informal paths which become 
established will be blocked by the use of log 
piles, planting of native thorny species (e.g. 
blackthorn) of local provenance.

Checking of paths and routes 0-20 Autumn / 
spring

Biannually

A buffer zone of 10m around 
will be created around ancient 
woodland areas, where 
the ancient woodland is 
bordered by other woodland 
habitat, in which similar low 
intervention management 
practices are undertaken. Prior 
to any vegetation clearance or 
development that may lead to 
disturbance an ecologist will 
carry out a survey of the site to 
clearly identify where buffers 
are to be established, this will 
be carried out in conjunction 
with contractors. 

0 When 
required

When 
required

NATURALLY COLONISED SCRUB/WOODLAND

Encourage natural generation of scrub and 
allow to mature. 

Removal of any non-native tree 
species. 

0-20 Autumn / 
winter

Annually/
when 
required

Removal of any non-native 
scrub species.  
Selective scrub clearance/
thinning.

0-20 Autumn / 
winter

Annually/
when 
required
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SCRUB LAND 

NATIVE SCRUB PLANTING - MANAGEMENT

Rationale for 
Management

Management Tasks Year Season Frequency

Establish new scrub area.

Ensure heather canopy becomes 
well established and ultimately 
the heather canopy is fully 
formed by year 5 following 
restoration.

Use heather brashings/litter (either sourced 
form site or a suitable local source) to establish 
heathland. 

Litter will be spread at about a depth of 1 
cm and tease apart where clods form. Once 
established the below maintenance instructions 
should be followed.

0 September Once

Create a mosaic of heathland 
structure

Cutting - 25% of area cut on a rotational basis 
during each year.

From 
establishment 
-20

Late summer Annually

Preventing the invasion of woody 
shrubs such as Scot’s pine, silver 
birch and rhododendron is 
the key objective for long term 
management of heathland areas.

Measures to control seedlings and saplings will 
involve:

Hand pulling of seedlings.

Cutting of saplings – with hand saws, brush 
cutter or chainsaw. 

Any cut stumps will be treated with a systemic 
herbicide to prevent re-growth.

Areas of scrub (50%clusters should be retained 
to provide shelter for establishing heathland

From 
establishment

Late summer Annually

To maintain heathland in a 
suitable condition

Heather will be cut to 150mm height. Cuttings 
will be removed. Where possible, arisings will 
be used to assist heathland establishment 
elsewhere within the former quarry areas.

2-4 Late summer 
(September)

Annually

Heather will be cut to 200mm height. Cuttings 
will be removed. Where possible, arisings will 
be used to assist heathland establishment 
elsewhere within the former quarry areas.

4-20 Late summer 
(September)

Annually

Measures will be implemented 
to control bracken should this 
species become established 
within the restoration areas.

Control of bracken will be undertaken by 
a combination of herbicide (a fern specific 
herbicide) and cutting. Should bracken 
establish, two treatments will be carried 
out each year in June and August for four 
consecutive years. This will reduce the vigour 
of bracken so that subsequent treatments, if 
still present, can be limited to a cut every three 
years or a cut and herbicide application every 
six years

4 consecutive 
years from 
discovery

Summer (June-
August)

Annually until 
removed

Gorse hedge - to be planted 
along solar farm boundary.

Hedge to be left to mature naturally.

Pruning as required  to prevent spread of gorse

Every 2-3 years Autumn As required
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STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE  -  MANAGEMENT TABLE

Prescription Year (s) Season Frequency 
(per year)

EXISTING TREE AND HEDGEROW PLANTING

Removal of any dead, dying or dangerous trees/limbs. All works are 
to be carried out in accordance with relevant British Standards and 
Arboricultural Best Practice. 

1-20 Nov – March Annual inspection and 
following severe weather

Trim hedges once annually to maintain at existing height Winter 1

TREE PLANTING

A.	 Maintenance during defects liability period or 10 years after 
planting whichever is the greater. Operations to include:

•	 Maintain a 1m weed free ring around the base of each newly 
planted tree by hand weeding operations

1 – 5 As required As required

•	 Check stakes and ties for looseness, breaks or decay and 
adjust, re-fix or replace defective items.  Remove stakes and 
ties when instructed. Refer to  sheet number 1088.4-PLA-00-
XX-DR-L-6000 for softworks details. 

1 – 5 As required Each maintenance visit/ 12 
visits

•	 Application of granular fertiliser (15:15:15) 1 – 5 Spring 1

•	 Water as necessary to ensure establishment and continuing 
health

1 – 5 As required As required

•	 Ensure trees remain firmly bedded after disturbance and 
re-firm as necessary

1 – 5 As required As required

•	 Remove all dead, dying, damaged and crossed wood 1 – 5 Spring/Autumn 2

•	 Control all pests and diseases as necessary 1 – 5 As required As required

•	 Replace any dead or dying trees planted in year 1. 1 - 5 Autumn 1

B.	 Replace any dead/ under performing trees planted. Where 
planting continually fails to establish, undertake investigations to 
ascertain any underlying cause.

6 - 20 Autumn 1

C.	 Carry out an annual inspection of all trees and carry out remedial 
work as necessary

6 - 20 Autumn 1

D.	 Control all pests and diseases as necessary	 6 - 20 As required As required
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STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE

STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE  -  MAINTENANCE TABLE

Prescription Year (s) Season Frequency  
(per year)

NATIVE SHRUB MANAGEMENT

A.	 Maintenance during defects liability period or 10 years after planting 
whichever is the greater. Operations to include:

•	 Maintain in a weed free condition by hand weeding. Herbicide 
application should only be used for spot treatment of invasive weeds 1 – 5 As required As required

•	  Application of granular fertiliser (15:15:15). 1 – 5 Spring/Autumn 2

•	 Water as necessary to ensure establishment and continuing health 1 – 5 As required As required

•	 Ensure plants remain firmly bedded after disturbance and re-firm as 
necessary

•	 Remove all dead, dying, damaged and crossed wood

1 – 5

1 – 5

As required

Spring/Autumn

As required

2

•	 Control all pests and diseases as necessary

•	 Between 3-5 years progressively remove all stakes and guards

1 - 5

3 - 5

As required

Autumn

As required

As required

•	 Replace any dead or dying specimens planted in year 1. Replace in 
accordance with original specification unless instructed otherwise.

1 - 5 Autumn 1

•	 Remove any non-native, self seeded material 1 - 5 Autumn 1

B.	 Replace any dead/ under performing shrubs. Where planting continually 
fails to establish, undertake investigations to ascertain any underlying 
cause.

6-20 Autumn 1

C.	 Control pests and diseases as necessary and remove any  non-native self 
seeded material.

6-20 Autumn As required

D.	 In year 5 commence thinning regime of any shrub planting implemented in 
year 1.  Extent of thinning to be determined at the time. Selectively coppice 
shrub species where required.

5 Autumn (refer to 
footnote 1)

 
1

E.	 Continue thinning regime. Extent to be determined at the time. 11-20 1
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STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE  -  MAINTENANCE TABLE

Prescription Year (s) Season Frequency 
(per year)

NATIVE HEDGEROW

A.	 Maintenance during defects liability period or 10 years after planting 
whichever is the greater. Operations to include: 

•	  Maintain a 1m wide weed free strip to the line of new hedge planting 
by hand weeding operations

•	 Check support fence for defects and replace 	 repair where 
required

1 – 5

1 – 5

As required

As required

As required

Each maintenance 
visit/ 12 visits

•	  Application of granular fertiliser (15:15:15).

•	 Water as necessary to ensure establishment and continuing health

1 – 5

1 – 5

Spring

As required

1

As required

•	 Ensure hedging plants remain firmly bedded after disturbance and 
re-firm as necessary

1 – 5 As required As required

•	 Control all pests and diseases as necessary

•	 Replace any dead or dying hedging plants implemented in year 1

1 – 5

1 - 5

As required

Autumn

As required

1

•	 Trim hedge to match existing hedge height Trim to a gentle ‘A’ form 
to allow light to reach lower areas

1 - 5 Winter 1

B.	 Maintain the hedge at a final height. Trimming to a gentle ‘A’ form as 
above.

6 - 20 Winter 1

C.	 Replace any dead/ under performing plants. Where planting continually 
fails to establish, undertake investigations to ascertain any 	
underlying cause.

6 - 20 Autumn 1

D.	 Control all pests and diseases as necessary 6-20 As required As required
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STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE

STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE  -  MANAGEMENT TABLE

Prescription Year (s) Season Frequency

(Per year)

NATIVE SHRUB AND HERBACEOUS PLANTING

A.	 Maintenance operations to include:

	∘ Maintain all areas in a weed free condition through hand weeding 
operations. Herbicide application of invasive species to be spot 
treatement only

1 – 5 As required As required

	∘ Application of granular fertiliser (15:15:15). 1 – 5 Spring 1

	∘ Water as necessary to ensure establishment and continuing health 1 – 5 As required As required

	∘ Ensure plants remain firmly bedded after disturbance and re-firm as 
necessary

1 – 5 As required As required

	∘ Control all pests and diseases as necessary 1 – 5 As required As required

	∘ Replace any dead or dying plants implemented in year 1. 1 - 5 Autumn 1

	∘ Prune early flowering shrubs after flowering 1 - 5 Early summer 1

	∘ Prune late flowering shrubs before new growth 1 - 5 Early spring 1

	∘ Prune evergreen shrubs 1 - 5 Mid spring 1

	∘ Prune herbaceous perennials as required to maintain form and supply 
supports as needed

1 - 5 Early summer 1

B.	 Post 5 years maintain as above. 6 - 20 As required 1

C.	 Replace any dead/ under performing plants. Where planting continually fails 
to establish, undertake investigations to ascertain any underlying cause.

6 - 20 Autumn As required

D.	 Control all pests and diseases as necessary 6 - 20 As required As required
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STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE - MANAGEMENT TABLE

Prescription Year (s) Season Frequency

(Per year)

WILD FLOWER GRASSLAND

A.	 Maintenance operations to include:

YEAR 1 
Autumn sowing:

	∘ Cut to 7cm if required

1 March /April 1

	∘ Cut to 4-7cm to prevent grasses and annuals from out competing 
perennial species.

1 Sept/Oct 1

Spring sowing:

	∘ Cut to 4-7cm after sowing

1 Aug/Sept/Oct 1

YEAR 2-5

	∘ Cut to 4-7cm to remove excess grass – remove arisings

2 - 5 March /April 1

	∘ Cut to 4cm after flowering – remove arisings 2 - 5 Sept/October 1

B.	 Post 5 years maintain as years 2 – 5. Cut twice annually 5 - 20 March/April Sept/
October

2

Control undesirable herbaceous and woody material via hand weeding. 
Herbicides must not be used unless with prior approval and used for spot 
treatment of invasive weeds only.

1 – 20 As required As required

Note: Mowing of wildflower grassland to pond area should be restricted to one 
annual cut to be undertaken during newt hibernation period

1 - 20 Oct - Feb 1
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STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE

STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE  -  MANAGEMENT TABLE

Prescription Year (s) Season Frequency

(Per year)

AMENITY GRASS

A.	 Maintenance during defects liability period or 10 years after planting 
whichever is the greater. Operations to include:

YEAR 1 
Autumn seeding:

	∘ First cut: Cut to 5 - 7cm

1 March /April 1

Spring seeding:

	∘ First cut: Cut to 5 - 7cm

1 Spring 1

	∘ Cut weekly during spring and summer seasons – remove arisings 1- 5 March to Aug 26

	∘ Cut fortnightly during Autumn – remove arisings 1 - 5 Sept to Nov 3

B.	 Post 5 years maintain as years 1 – 5 5 - 20 As required As required

C.	 Control undesirable herbaceous and woody material via hand weeding. 
Herbicides must not be used unless with prior approval and used for spot 
treatment of invasive weeds only.

1 - 20 As required As required
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GRASSLAND

GRASSLAND - MANAGEMENT TABLE

Rationale for Management Management Tasks Year Season Frequency

A low intensity cutting regime or rotational 
cutting regime will be implemented. All 
arisings to be removed.

Annual hay cut, Optimum sward 
height range for maintenance of 
favourable

Condition: 5-10 cm.

1-20 Autumn Annual

Ensure that litter cover at the base of the sward 
is no more than 10% so that the following 
year’s wildflower growth is not impeded

1-20 Autumn Annual

Control undesirable species such as spear 
thistle, creeping thistle, curled dock, broad 
leaved dock, common ragwort, nettles so that 
their cover is <1% of the area

1-20 Autumn Annual

Creation of diverse semi-natural grassland area Vegetation should be mown 
/ strimmed with all arisings 
removed.

1-20 Late summer/
Autumn

Control of undesirable species 
such as spear thistle, creeping 
thistle, curled dock, broad leaved 
dock, common ragwort, nettles

1-20 Late summer/
Autumn

Annually

Monitoring annually for 5 years to 
be undertaken annually to inform 
the need and implementation of 
any further measures

1-5 Annually
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BOUNDARY FEATURES

BOUNDARY FEATURES - MANAGEMENT TABLE

Management 
Area

Management History 
and Rationale for 
Management

Management Tasks Year Season Frequency

Native hedgerow Managed to a height of at least 1m 
(maximum 1.5m), Width of at least 
1.5m.

No gap greater than 5m

Base of leafy growth less than 0.5m 
from the ground for a shrubby 
hedgerow

0-20 /  After 
Establishment

Annually
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AQUATIC VEGETATION- MANAGEMENT

Management 
Area

Management History and 
Rationale for Management

Management Tasks Year Season Frequency

General 
maintenance 
tasks 

All standing aquatic habitats will 
be managed for biodiversity by 
maintaining a variety of habitats 
though active management, 
including open water, marginal 
vegetation and surrounding rough 
grassland. 

Check water levels monthly 
and ensure inflow and 
outflow points are free of 
debris.

1-20 To be determined 
management team - 
weather dependent

Monthly

Selected removal of 
overhanging trees as 
necessary

1-20 Autumn/Winter Annually

Check for rubbish and any 
signs of pollution.  

1-20

Ponds will be monitored 
and corrective management 
implemented if issues such 
as invasive species presence 
are highlighted. There will 
be no chemical control 
of aquatic vegetation, or 
chemical input to the ponds 
of any kind.

All ponds to have a minimum of 
30% open water to ensure suitable 
conditions are sustained for 
amphibian breeding

Thinning of marginal 
vegetation

1-20 Annually

Areas of marginal vegetation and 
rough grassland adjacent to the 
existing pond will be retained and 
managed to encourage habitat 
creation and connectivity.

Vegetation management in 
ponds will be undertaken by 
hand using a grapple hook/
weed rake

1-20 Annually

Creation of native and diverse 
waterbodies

Where marginal planting is 
required (A1,A2, A3 and A5), 
species appropriate to the 
locality will be used.

1-20 Annually

Note 
Ecological input and supervision should be sought by qualified Ecologist when managing aquatic habitats.
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AQUATIC VEGETATION 

AQUATIC VEGETATION- MANAGEMENT

Management 
Area

Management History and 
Rationale for Management

Management Tasks Year Season Frequency

Wetland/scrub 
(Q2)

Enhance Scrub/wetland area in Q2 Establishment and mapping 
of wetland scrub area

1-5 Once

A3

A4 Improve aquatic habitats on waters 
edge and enhance visual amenity,

Planting marginal vegetation, 
mainly common reed

Clearance and/or thinning 
of excessive shading tree or 
scrub cover around pond 
margins (A4, A9 and A10) will 
be undertaken using hand 
tools.

1-5 May- June (Ensure 
to avoid areas where 
birds are nesting)

As required

A5 Creation of new standing water 
habitat will be designed to provide 
amphibians with more diverse 
refuge habitat and improved 
breeding habitat. Natural 
colonisation of new pond will be 
allowed, to ensure species of local 
provenance to become established.

Where marginal planting is 
required-species appropriate 
to the locality will be used, 
using locally grown stock 
wherever possible.

De-silting and clearance of 
leaf-fall from ponds. Any silt 
or accumulated leaf litter 
removed from ponds will be 
left in place for 24 hours so 
that any invertebrates and 
amphibians can move back 
into the water. The spoil will 
then be removed off site. 

0-20 Autumn/early winter Annually

Clearance and/or thinning 
of excessive shading tree or 
scrub cover around pond 
margins will be undertaken 
using hand tools.
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HEATHLAND - MANAGEMENT

Management 
Area

Management History and 
Rationale for Management

Management Tasks Year Season Frequency

Management of scrub to retain 
structural diversity.

Heather will be cut to 150mm 
height. Cuttings removed 
and used to assist heathland 
establishment elsewhere 
within the former quarry 
areas.

2-4 Late summer Annually

Heather will be cut to 200mm 
height. Cuttings removed 
and used to assist heathland 
establishment elsewhere 
within the former quarry 
areas. 

5-20 Late summer Annually

Areas of scrub and trees will 
be removed to encourage 
the expansion of heathland 
habitat, most notably in 
mosaic habitats in Quarry 2

1 Once

Heathland areas will be 
monitored annually

Annually

Restoration/creation of Heathland 
around  H3

Use brashings and litter to 
spread on to the open areas 
of hydra-seeded slope. Litter 
will be spread at about a 
depth of 1 cm.

1 September Once
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