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WOODLAND

4.2 Woodland habitat

Ancient woodland

CURRENT POSITION

There are a number of woodland habitat pockets identified
within the Structural Landscape Plan and within the Outline
Habitat Management Plan.

Woodland management will help improve its structural

diversity and prevent the eventual degradation of this habitat.

This Structural Landscape Plan has divided the woodland
habitats into a number of pockets depending on the location,
characteristics and divisions within the Outline Habitat
Management Plan.

The plan subdivides the woodland into the following:

Broadleaved Woodland (W1)

The more valuable woodland is located in the south east of
the site. Key features of the broadleaved woodland are:

« Areas of dense woodland canopy

« Canopyis dominated by Scot's pine and Sycamore with a
dense layer of holly, elder and bramble.

«  Small area of designated re-planted ancient woodland
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Issues:
«  Presence of invasive/non-native species.

«  Management of ground floor is needed within W1 which is
becoming dominated by bramble and areas of woodland
ground-flora are limited.

Woodland/ Tree belt (W3)

Mature woodland/tree belt is present to the south of
Whiston Eaves Lane. The canopy consist of Scot's pine,
Horse Chestnut, Ash, Oak and Sycamore over shrub layer
of Hawthorn, Holly and Hazel. The ground flora is generally
species poor.

Issues:
« Dense shading, limited ground-flora development.
« The ground flora is generally species poor consisting of

creeping soft grass, Ivy and Bramble.

Ancient Woodland

Low intervention management practices should be
undertaken. A buffer zone of 10m around will be created
around ancient woodland areas, where the ancient

woodland is bordered by other woodland habitat Prior to
any vegetation clearance or development that may lead to
disturbance an ecologist will carry out a survey of the site to
clearly identify where buffers are to be established, this will be
carried out in conjunction with contractors.

« Non-native tree species

+  Decline in woodland management
+ Increasing levels of shade

« Inappropriate management activity

« Invasive and problem species

Woodland (W4)

Dense scrub/secondary woodland on the eastern side of Q2
containing a mix of Scot’s pine, silver birch and sycamore.
Issues:

+ Non-native tree species

« Need toremoval trees and shrubs such as pine, birch to
create open heathland areas



WOODLAND

PRINCIPLES

The key principles which should be employed for future
detailed management are:

Low intervention management practices should be
undertaken.

Maintain and wherever suitable restore the natural
ecological diversity

To ensure the valuable and irreplaceable areas of ancient
woodland and replanted ancient woodland habitat is
retained and protected.

To protect sensitive ancient woodland soils and ancient
woodland indicator species (ground flora).

To maintain the area of ancient woodland in a state of
low recreational disturbance by managing formal and
informal recreation.

To control invasive/ornamental species which could
become established and compromise the biodiversity
value of the ancient woodland and encourage public
responsibility for this area.

To protect and enhance habitats for native fauna within
woodland.

To provide high quality interpretative facilities to ensure
the biodiversity value of woodland is recognised.

Natural regeneration to be encourage in order to improve
woodland structure by allowing a shrub layer to develop.

Removal of trees in Q2 to create open areas for heathland.
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AIMS/OBJECTIVES

Management of ground layer -Opportunity for traditional
woodland management methods such as coppicing and
pollarding of suitable species

Minimise management activities within the woodland
areas to maximise the biodiversity value of each area.

No formal footpaths to be established within the ancient
woodland areas. Informal paths and the use of bicycles
within the ancient woodland will be discouraged by
blocking desire lines with natural features such as felled
timbers.

A buffer zone of 10m around will be created around
ancient woodland areas (within W1), where the ancient
woodland is bordered by other woodland habitat.

Traditional woodland management methods such as
coppicing and pollarding of suitable species such as

e.g. Ash, Willow and Hazel will encourage ground-flora
and shrub development within W2 and W3. Monitoring

of these traditional methods should take place and is
detailed with the maintenance plan within this document.

Wildlife habitats will be created and maintained to
include; bat boxes, bird boxes, log piles, standing dead
wood (in remote areas of the site for health and safety
reasons).

KEY ACTIONS FOR THE NEXT 20 YEAR PERIOD

Natural regeneration is to be encouraged in order to
improve woodland structure by allowing shrub layer to
develop.

Management team to review on a monthly basis. Any
informal paths which become established will be blocked
by the use of log piles, planting of native thorny species
(e.g. blackthorn) of local provenance.

Monitor the woodland management regime every 5 years
with an annual review (and after severe storms) to identify
public health and safety concerns.
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4.3 Structural Site Planting

AIMS

« Maintain a high quality residential and leisure
environment and promote the use of the visitors and
residents of lodges.

« Toensure that all new landscape elements establish
and mature successfully within the existing landscape
framework, that existing planting is retained and managed
appropriately and that the design intent is fulfilled.

« Ensure the integrity of the landscape is maintained during
the ongoing site re-development works.

+  Successfully mitigate any negative impact of the new
development, resulting in positive additions to the
landscape and nature conservation value of the site.

OVERALL LANDSCAPE DESIGN OBJECTIVES

The overall objective is to successfully integrate the
development into the site, provide a high quality, durable
and safe external environment for residents and recreational
users of Moneystone Park Development whilst increasing its
environmental and ecological value. This will be achieved
through a number of ways:

CURRENT POSITION . Ensurethatmalnteﬁancetasks are sensitive to the annual
cycle of activity of birds, bats and other fauna present or
Structural Site Landscape is located in areas that will be that may establish on the site.

disturbed by construction activities. Whilst described as
structural the proposed planting is focused around native
species, habitat creation and enhancement.

«  Provide a mechanism for monitoring and review of the
principles.

+ Planting new native trees to replace those lost due

The Moneystone Park Development will include general construction.

landscape management operations such as grass cutting, _
weed control, pruning, litter removal as well as maintenance + Areas of open grassland are proposed through the site

of the water bodies. The majority of this maintenance is and will need to follow a strict maintenance operation to
located around the lodges, hub vicinity and areas of high ensure its intended use. Maintain grass between 30-50mm
usage. using suitable machinery and remove arisings. Edges can

be left to grow taller where appropriate.
An area for structural landscape has been indicatively zoned

for Quarry 2 although this will be detailed further when
proposals for this area are developed.

«  Ensure new proposed trees remain firmly bedded and
re-firm as necessary and control all pests and diseases.
Any pruning to trees must be in accordance with good
horticultural practice, thin, trim and shape as appropriate.

+  Ensure the continuing health of proposed vegetation.
Planted areas to be kept clear of weeds and to be watered
as necessary to ensure establishment of planting. Ensure
shrubs are pruned to maintain form. Perennials will
require pruning, dividing and cutting back at different
points throughout the year depending on the type of
species.
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«  Providing large areas of wildflower grassland to allow the
edges of the new lodges and development to blur into the
environment and provide foraging opportunities for bats
and birds

« Enhance existing boundary hedging to establish wildlife
corridors through the site and establish secure and
attractive boundaries.

+  Providing a variety of native shrub and herbaceous
planting around the key amenity areas to stimulate
senses, encourage exploration and establish a high quality
landscape setting.

« Provide areas of open grass for informal recreation.

« Ensuring that the vegetation proposed is appropriate to
the site, anticipated use and follow the recommendations
of the ecology plan.

« Acknowledging the design principles of Secure by Design
to ensure safety and visibility to all users.

The above will require varying management in order to
successfully achieve the design objectives. These are detailed

in the maintenance tables in section 5.

VEGETATION DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Existing retained trees and hedgerows:

The landscape management principles for all retained trees
and hedgerows are as follows:

«  Maximise the health and longevity of all existing
vegetation.

« Introduce a programme of re-planting to replace any tree
or section of hedge that fails over the next 20 years.

« Toensure the appropriate and adequate protection
of all retained trees and hedgerow from the proposed
development and any future development.

« Toensure the safety of the all retained vegetation and
the implementation of any required Arboricultural works
found necessary.

Proposed individual trees:

The landscape management principles for proposed
individual and structure tree planting are as follows:

« To ensure satisfactory establishment and continuing
health.

« Tomaintain the plantsin a healthy condition and develop
the site tree structure.

« Toensure the successful establishment and continuity of
the overall design concept.

« To maximise conservation and wildlife value.

Native shrub planting:

The landscape management principles for all proposed shrub
planting are as follows:

+ Toensure satisfactory establishment and continuing
health.

« Tomaintain plantsin a healthy and attractive condition.

«  Todevelop species diversity, wildlife corridors and
maximise nature conservation.

« Toensure the successful establishment and continuity of
the overall design concept.

« To maintain the integrity of the species mix specified and

remove any non-native self seeded material.

Native hedgerow:

The landscape management principles for proposed native
hedgerows are as follows:

+ Toensure satisfactory establishment and continuing
health.

« Tomaintain plantsin a healthy and attractive condition.
« Todevelop species diversity, wildlife corridors.

«  Between areas of existing and proposed planting and
maximise nature conservation.

« To maintain the integrity of the species mix specified and
remove any non-native self seeded material.

« Toensure the successful establishment and continuity of
the overall design concept.
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STRUCTURAL SITE LANDSCAPE

Ornamental and herbaceous planting:

The landscape management principles for proposed
ornamental and herbaceous planting are as follows:

« To ensure satisfactory establishment and continuing
health.

« Tomaintain plantsin a healthy and attractive condition.

« Toensure the successful establishment and continuity of
the overall design concept.

« Toestablish a mechanism for the replacement of any

failing plant or one which has reached maturity.

Wildflower grasslands:

The landscape management principles for wildflower
grasslands are as follows:

« Todevelop species and habitat diversity and maximise
nature conservation.

« Tomaintain a healthy and attractive sward.

« To prevent the spread of woody vegetation from structure
planting and ornamental shrub areas.

« To control undesirable herbaceous species.

« To maintain the integrity of the species mix specified and
remove any non-native self seeded material.

« To provide seasonal variation.
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Open grassland:

The landscape management principles for open grass areas
are as follows:

« Toensure the successful establishment of the sward.

« Tomaintain a healthy and attractive sward that is fit for
purpose and anticipated use.

« To prevent the spread of woody vegetation from structure
planting and ornamental shrub areas.

«  To control undesirable herbaceous species.
« To maintain the integrity of the grass mix specified and

remove any non-native self seeded material.

Bulb planting:

The landscape management principles for bulb areas are as
follows:

« Toensure successful establishment
+ Toencourage plant diversity and seasonal interest

« Toensure that maintenance techniques encourage
annual flowering and naturalisation.
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4.4 Boundary Features

~/

Stone wall and post and wire
fence with broadleaved tree
cover.

Existing woodland edge
with addition of native

hedge
CURRENT POSITION AIM/OBJECTIVES
The existing boundary features will be reinforced where +  Linear habitats should reflect surrounding habitat and
required to enhance wildlife connectivity. comprise native species such as gorse, broom and holly.

Landscape buffers are required to help integrate the »  Retain a dense canopy of woodland in these areas

proposals within the landscape, provide a screenand helpto  «  If new orinfill planting of trees in required species

reduce the visual impacts. should be of taller variety and chosen from the planting
o o schedules.

The majority of buffer planting is located to the edge of the

site. This with predominantly take the form of woodland +  Hedgerows will be cut every other year once established,

screening, new trees will be planted to the west of the hub or preferably every third year with slow growing hedges.

building to help visually screen the built from long distance No more than a third of the hedgerows will be cutin any

views. one year.

« Cutting of hedgerows will be completed outside of the
breeding bird season. Hedgerows will not be cut between
April and the end of August. Ideally cut in January and
February, after most of the berries have been eaten.

A new native hedge is to be planted along the southern
boundary of Q3.
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4.5 Semi natural grassland

AIMS
The approach to managing this area will include:
d «  Scrub management will prevent the eventual loss/
degradation of the species rich MG5 grassland in the
MG5 Grassland southern part of Q1 and allow it to establish over more
to be created significant areas.
Q2 « Leave long areas of grassland around the periphery
of areas E and F to form a gradual transition between

woodland and amenity use areas.

+ Alow intensity cutting regime or rotational cutting regime
Q3 will be implemented. All arisings to be removed.

« Control undesirable species

KEY ACTIONS FOR THE NEXT 20 YEAR PERIOD

+ Restoration, maintenance and protection of areas

Grassland to of species rich grassland, the importance of which is
be enhanced recognised under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK
to MG5 BAP)/Section 41 of the NERC Act.

« Create a gradual transition between woodland and
amenity areas

« Cutting regime to be implemented
« Control undesirable species

« Creation of diverse semi-natural grassland in Quarry 2.

CURRENT POSITION

The existing grassland in Quarry 1 requires enhancements.
The zone in Quarry 2 identified for grassland is currently bare
ground as part of the former quarry works.

Areas identified on the plan should be managed to
ensure that priority BAP habitat(MG5/Lowland Meadow is
established.
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