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QUARRIES 1 AND 3 -  MASTERPLAN PROPOSALS

Moneystone Park will provide an alternative leisure 
destination in the form of sensitively located lodges, in 
this part of Staffordshire.  The proposals aim to protect 
and enhance the local wildlife and ecology on the site. The 
approved Restoration Plan has been partially implemented 
and the proposals seek to retain habitats wherever possible, 
deliver ecological mitigation, establish and enhance habitats.

As well as enhancing wildlife habitats, the proposals will open 
up the site for the public. Since the 1960’s the site has been 
in private ownership as an industrial quarry. The vision for 
Moneystone Park is to introduce several new footpath and 
cycleway connections, a public park and greater access to the 
countryside for the local community. 

APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT IN HABITAT 
SENSITIVE AREAS

Across the masterplan, the lodges have been laid out to 
preserve as much of the developing habitats and areas 
of scrub/woodland planting as possible, whilst allowing 
clear and safe access. In addition to preserving the existing 
site resource, retention of habitats found on site is key to 
providing the natural setting required to make the lodges 
attractive. 

Quarry 1
New development will be positioned so there is minimum 
disturbance to the existing rock faces and emerging woodland 
at their bases. The existing lagoon and surrounding reed beds 
and scrub vegetation will be retained in place with sensitive 
placement of new pathways and decking to provide access to 
the waters edge. Within the Quarry Park area it is intended to 
retain selected areas of the emerging young birch woodland, 
but to introduce new clearings and embankment areas, that 
introduce grassland meadow and low rock escarpments. The 
existing dense conifer woodland to either side of Whiston 
Eaves lane will be retained and reinforced where appropriate 
to maintain an evergreen buffer to the site.

Quarry 3
The lodges to the southern banks of the quarry have been laid 
out to preserve as much of the developing scrub woodland as 
possible, whilst allowing clear and safe access.  

It is proposed that lodges would be positioned immediately 
off the existing access track with gaps between units that will 
retain significant areas of planting.  Woodland to the front 
of the lodges (between 10-20m width) will also be retained, 
maintaining the overall woodland block structure and habitat 
links. 

Lodges to the northern banks of quarry 3 will meet the waters 
edge with  the decks being set into the marginal vegetation. A 
single road will allow vehicular access along the lower level of 
the quarry. 

Whilst it is accepted that in the locations of the new lodges 
there will be a level of disturbance to the developing 
habitat, all new development, linked to a comprehensive 
Management Plan for the woodland would allow for the 
block to continue to develop and mature - improving its 
overall habitat value, and contribution to the wider landscape 
structure in the mid to long term.

APPROACH TO NEW INFRASTRUCTURE

The proposed foot and cycle pathways across the site, 
will employ a number of different surface finishes and 
construction build ups, most of these will be natural finished 
to reflect the character of the site. However, given the 
anticipated visitor use, some of the new pathways around the 
hub will require more hard wearing and log lasting finish.

To minimise the ecological and habitat impacts, it is proposed 
that where at all possible, pathways will employ permeable 
surfacing such as bound gravel and compacted stone, which 
allows for natural drainage and minimises the need for sub 
surface pipe runs and pits, whilst fitting fits into the rural 
context.

Where pathways are located in sensitive woodland/ planting 
areas, ‘no dig’ construction methods will be employed to 
reduce damage to root zones, and pathways will be routed 
to avoid particular high value areas. Within woodland areas, 
pathway widths will be varied to suit the site conditions and 
space available and potentially using wood chip surfacing as 
a natural ‘light touch’ finish.

Pathway verges will be left as either soft edges or use 
pinned timber edgings to retain surfacing, minimising any 
construction requirements for kerbs etc.

In many areas, pathways will not be surfaced, in order to 
retain the informal rural character, or to provide a variety in 
path treatments (such as on a more challenging cycle route). 
There may be localised improvements to help reduce erosion 
in high wear areas, such as around gates and entrances. 
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4
A I M S  A N D  O BJ E CT I V E S



PLANIT-IE  Moneystone park development: Structural Landscape Strategy

PAGE 28

4.1 Proposed Aims, Objectives, and Key Actions

STRUCTURAL LANDSCAPE PLAN
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The following section outlines the key aims and objectives for 
the main structural landscape components of the site. A brief 
description of actions from these is included in the following 
pages to help link to the operations tables contained within 
Section 5.

As all aspects of management are inter linked, this document 
encompasses all of them into a single, practical document 
that has been prepared as a working tool to guide and 
monitor the future development of Moneystone Quarry.

Each will be considered separately over the following pages 
and are colour coded to provide easy reference for users and 
to indicate connections between these and the operations 
tables.

Guidelines and aims relating to Quarry 2 are to be used as 
overarching principles until the design and masterplan for Q2 
has been developed.

The following items represent the key landscape structure components within the Application Boundary and 
surrounding Quarry 2 area:
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