


MONEYSTONE PARK DEVELOPMENT: STRUCTURAL LANDSCAPE STRATEGY

Moneystone Park Development is located approximately 12
miles to the west of Stoke on Trent, and 6 miles to the south
of the Peak District National Park. Cheadle, is the nearest large
settlement and is located approximately 2 miles to the south
west of the site.

PEAK DISTRICT
NATIONAL PARK

The site is connected via the A52 which links to the M6 (15
miles to the west) and to the M1 (50 miles to the east). The
entrance to the site is achieved via Whiston Eaves Lane, on
the A52 from Whiston village.

FORMER USE

The site was once a working quarry, owned by the Sibelco
UK. Silica sands have been quarried at the site since the
late 1960’s, mainly for the production of container glass and
ceramics.

Quarry activity ceased in 2012. Since then, the site has been
purchased by Laver Leisure with the intention of delivering a
high quality leisure scheme for the Churnet Valley.

The site comprises of three former quarry areas, woodland,
waterbodies, and a central area of buildings, all of which
have been demolished apart from two: the Sibelco lab
building and an administration block. Quarries 1,2 and 3 are
considered as part of this Structural Landscape Strategy as
shown on the plan on page 8.
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2.2 Existing Landscape Features

LOCATION OF KEY LANDSCAPE FEATURES
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The site has a number of interesting geological and landscape
features which have been created by its industrial past.

Quarry 1

An existing road from Whiston Eaves Lane provides access
into the site. This is a tarmac lane approximately 6m wide.
The road leads southwards from the road to an area which
was previously a cluster of quarry buildings and associated
machinery. Currently there is an area of hardstanding here,
along with rubble from the demolished buildings. Two
buildings remain, the Sibelco lab (area not subject to this
application), and an admin building.

Further south from this area, a road leads down the hill as the
ground drops away towards the old Churnet Valley Railway
line at the bottom of the valley. To either side of the road are
areas of woodland and ponds.

Directly to the south of Eaves Lane the ground dramatically
drops away to the base of quarry 1, with areas of woodland
planting around the back of the quarry and an existing lake to
the south. The second basin to the west in quarry 1 is slightly
higher in elevation with an small embankment leading up

to another large lagoon. Young, self seeded scrub woodland
covers most of the bottom of the quarry, with a more
established tree line formed at the base of the quarry walls.
Surrounding the lagoon are established areas reed beds and
native marginal planting.

Separating the two quarry areas in Quarry 1 is an access track
that leads under Whiston Eaves Lane to quarry 2 via a tunnel.
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Quarry 2

Quarry 2 consists of a large area of drying lagoon to the south,
leading to an embankment of firmer ground to the north. The
land gradually climbs up until it reaches a steeper section

of embankment that continues up to the crest of the quarry.
North of this area is an existing woodland plantation. This
area sits much higher than the rest of quarry 2 and sitson a
distinct plateau above the rest of the quarry.

To the south of the quarry 2 boundary is a promontory that
juts out from Whiston Eaves lane at the higher level. This is
a historical remnant of an old road which had previously cut
across the site northwards at this point connecting back to
Blakeley Lane.

Quarry 3

Atrack leads down into the old quarry from the existing
access road. The quarry walls drop at a steep gradient into a
lake which now fills much of the quarry. There are numerous
narrow shelves cut into the quarry wall that formally provided
plant access. These run around the quarry at approximately
the same height all the way around. Vegetation around the
quarry walls has now began to establish into a low native
scrub, although there are still areas of exposed scree and
rock face. There is an existing landscape bund which runs
the majority of the length of the top of the quarry adjacent to
Whiston Eaves Lane, where a grassland meadow has formed.

PAGE 11



PLANIT-IE MONEYSTONE PARK DEVELOPMENT: STRUCTURAL LANDSCAPE STRATEGY

2.3 Environmental designations
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There are several designated sites located near to the site,
however there are none within the application site itself. Two
areas of environmental designation lie immediately to the
west of the site, Osbourne Hey SSSI (site of special scientific
interest) and an area of SBI (site of biological interest).

Little Eaves Farm and Barn are located beyond the site
boundary and are grade Il listed buildings. There are other
listed buildings in Whiston and Oakamoor.

The site is surrounded by comprehensive network of public
footpaths, bridleways and cycle routes. A public footpath
currently enters the site at the main quarry site entrance,

and forms a connection to Key Wood to the south. A second
public footpath adjacent to the site forms a connection
between The Staffordshire Moorlands Walks route/Carr Wood
and Crowtrees.

The Staffordshire Way is a long distance recreational route
through Staffordshire. It is located to the south-west of the
site. Staffordshire Moorlands Walks are a series of 16 self-
guided walks defined by Staffordshire District Council through
the Staffordshire Moorlands. The site lies within close
proximity to “Route 11: Woods and Ways — Oakamoor”, which
lies to the east of the application site.

—  Outline Application Boundary
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2.4

QUARRY 1

Vehicular track that runs north-south into the old quarry Line of mature Oak and Beech trees that make up the
from the existing access road. woodland edge to the north of the Solar Farm.

e A s D AN RN
The Broadleaved woodland located east of the track. Photograph to show the lagoon (A4) within quarry 1.
QUARRY 2

Water body and cliff edge in Quarry 2. This photograph shows the mature birch woodland on
Quarry 2.
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This photograph shows pine woodland on Quarry 2. Long distance views from quarry 2 looking south towards
Quarry 1.
QUARRY 3

This photograph shows the lake within Quarry 3 and mature  This photograph shows the rough track that runs south of
self seeded scrub vegetation. the lake in Quarry 3.

This photograph shows the lake within Quarry 3. This photograph shows the northern bank of the lake within
quarry 3.
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CURRENT PLANS
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3.1 Environmental Statement Conclusions

ECOLOGY REPORT

Ecology Ltd addressed the impacts of the propose
development on flora and fauna within the Chapter 9
(Ecology) of the Environmental Statement issued in 2014.

The chapter includes a description of the baseline ecological
conditions currently at the site and an explanation of their
value in addition to the survey and assessment methodology.
It also describes the potential direct and indirect impacts

of the development and the avoidance, mitigation and
compensation measures proposed to address any ecological
impacts.

Key element of the ecological assessment has been the
consideration of the development proposals with respect to
the Approved Restoration Plan which was a requirement of
Condition 35 of Planning Permission SM.96/935.

The chapter concluded that the development will impact upon
habitats that have formed within the former quarry areas

(Q1, Q2 andQ3) which predominantly comprise developing
grassland, ephemeral habitats, scrub and areas of planting
(trees, hydra seeding). The development will fragment the
Approved Restoration Plan and introduce disturbance to

the site which will also negatively affect the function of the
proposed Approved Restoration Habitats.

To mitigate and compensate for these impacts a strategic
approach is taken which also links to the objectives the
Churnet Valley Masterplan, Staffordshire Ecosystem Action
Plans (Churnet Woodlands and Species Rich Farmland), and
the Staffordshire Moorlands Biodiversity Opportunities Map
(Churnet Woodlands). The key elements are measures to
enhance/restore lowland grassland, plant new woodland and
manage and enhance existing woodlands. Further measures
will include planting of new hedgerow to enhance the
ecological network value of the area (green infrastructure) and
retention and management of Approved Restoration Habitats
within the application site.

The site provides the opportunity to ensure the long term
management of land for nature conservation and will provide
the opportunity for the enjoyment of areas of wildlife. Sensitive
development of the site clearly provides an opportunity to meet
key objectives of the Churnet Valley Masterplan.
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT

The LVIA concluded that significance of effects on the
landscape character would be negligible at a national level
due to the site being extensively quarried and therefore the
presence of landscape feature which contribute to landscape
character as defined at the national level are minimal.

The Revised Restoration Plan proposes the retention,
enhancement and management of any existing landscape
features of character and quality. The proposals incorporate
landscape features proposed as part of the restoration of the
site, with additional areas of tree cover and planting.

Similarly at a local level the significance of effects will be
negligible. The landscape that forms part of the proposed
development will be supplementary to the Revised
Restoration Plan, with the purpose of providing a landscape
setting to the development, screen potential views and
contribute positively to habitat potential.

The effect on footpaths and cycleways and bridle-paths will
be moderate, beneficial due to the proposed development
contributing positively to the existing network of footpaths,
bridle-paths and cycleways, through the creation of new
routes and therefore a new recreational resource, with
connections to existing routes.

The significance of effects on the topography will be
negligible due to the existing land form dramatically modified
as a result of quarrying activities within the site. The Revised
Restoration Plan works with the existing ground levels with
modifications to ground levels where remediation is required.
The proposed development will work with the remediated
ground levels wherever possible, but will utilise cut and fill
where required to minimise and/or avoid potential visual
impacts of development.

The LVIA found that the significance of effects on views
would predominantly be negligible, 3 views predicted to
have a minor adverse effect and one having a minor adverse/
negligible effect.
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A comprehensive desktop and on site survey and
investigation demonstrated that views of the proposed
development will be extremely limited. Thisisduetoa
combination of: former quarrying activities which created
much lower ground levels within the three quarry sites,
existing mature trees and planting, new tree cover and
planting proposed as part of the Revised Restoration Plan,
and a comprehensive landscape strategy as part of the
proposed development, sensitive positioning of proposed
new development through careful consideration of potential
visual impact throughout the design development process.

The LVIA found that the significance of effects on views
would predominantly be negligible, 3 views predicted to
have a minor adverse effect and one having a minor adverse/
negligible effect.

STAFFORDSHIRE ECOLOGICAL ACTION PLANS

Species Action Plan (SAP) objectives were provided in the
2013 Biodiversity Action Plan document .
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