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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 BACKGROUND 

1.1.1 WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff has been commissioned by Laver Leisure Ltd (hereinafter referred to 
as the ‘Applicant’) to provide a Sustainability Statement (SS) in support of the outline planning 
application resubmission for development of a leisure village (hereafter referred to as the 
‘Proposed Development’) at Moneystone Quarry (hereafter referred to as the ‘Site’).  Our 
approach has been divided into two key tasks; undertake a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the 
Proposed Development and then prepare a Sustainability Statement. 

1.1.2 The report has been updated in June 2016 in order to reflect the outline planning application 
resubmision. The changes to the proposed development are set out in the Supporting Planning 
Statement (HOW Planning, June 2016) which accompanies the resubmission application. 

1.1.3 The planning application is re-submitted in outline with all matters reserved except for means of 
access and proposes:  

1.1.4 “The erection of a high quality leisure development comprising holiday lodges; a new central hub 
building (providing swimming pool, restaurant, bowling alley, spa, gym, informal screen/cinema 
room, children’s soft play area, café, shop and sports hall); café; visitor centre with farm shop; 
administration building; maintenance building; archery centre; watersports centre; equipped play 
and adventure play areas; multi-sports area; ropewalks; car parking; and managed footpaths, 
cycleways and bridleways set in attractive landscaping and ecological enhancements (re-
submission of Planning Application SMD/2014/0682)”.   

1.1.5 The Site area currently extends to approximately 51.58 hectares (ha) in area, and is located 
16.5km east of Stoke on Trent, 11km south of Leek, 14.5km west of Ashbourne, 26km north east 
of Stafford and 4km north east of Cheadle and is located between the villages of Oakmoor and 
Whiston adjacent to the Churnet Valley. The entire Site lies within the district of Staffordshire 
Moorlands and in both the parish boundaries of Kingsley and Oakamoor and is centred on 
National Grid Reference SK.045482. 

1.1.6 Moneystone Quarry is identified as a key opportunity site within the Adopted Churnet Valley 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). The SPD identifies the potential for the creation of a 
high quality tourism and leisure destination at the Site. As such the proposed development aims 
to create such facility as well as adhere to further criteria within the SPD.   

1.1.7 The location of the Site and the redline boundary is illustrated in Appendix A, and the Masterplan 
is set out in Appendix B of this Sustainability Statement (SS), with the red line boundary. 

1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION 

1.2.1 The Site falls within a former Quarry, which includes a number of associated facilities - office 
building, former plant site, car park and a research and development laboratory. The Site is 
accessed by a private tarmac road off Whiston Eaves Lane. There are extensive areas of 
woodland within the Site, which would have formed part of the quarry mitigation strategy, to 
reduce visual exposure. There are also a number of wooded areas at the boundaries of the Site 
whilst the extended environment is predominantly rural dominated by pastoral agricultural land.  

1.2.2 The Site has undergone significant alteration in terms of topography. Currently Quarry 2 to the 
north is located at the highest elevation with Quarries 1 and 3 evident at lower elevations, forming 
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a tiered topography.  As such the Site itself is relatively enclosed with very few long and short 
distance views into the Site. In the local landscape the land falls to the south of the Site, towards 
the River Churnet, and rises to the north of Quarry 2. To the east and west the local topography is 
that of gentle undulating landform incised by steep-sided valleys. 

1.2.3 At present, the Site is accessed by Whiston Eaves Lane, which connects the village of Whiston to 
the north of the Site and to Oakamoor located to the south east of the Site. At Whiston, the Lane 
joins the A52, which is a strategic route connecting Stoke on Trent to the west and Ashbourne to 
the east. Blakeley Lane is located adjacent to the north eastern boundary of the Site which joins 
Whiston Eaves Lane to the east of the Crowtrees Farm access. There are a number of footpaths 
and cycle path links through the Site and in the immediate vicinity.  

1.2.4 There are no statutory or non-statutory designated wildlife or nature conservation sites within the 
Site. However, there are a number of statutory and non-statutory designated sites within 10km of 
the Site. There are a number of Local Nature Reserves (LNR) comprising Hoften’s Croft 
Meadows, 2.6km north east of the Site; Hales Hall Pool, 2.93km south west; Cecily Brook. 3.3km 
North West; and Consall, 3.33km north west. The Peak District Dales lies approximately 6.5km 
north east of the Site, which is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 

1.2.5 There are 15 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within 10km from the Site boundary: 

 Dimmings Dale and The Ranger, 1.53km to the south; 

 Saltersford Lane Meadows, 4.74km south east; 

 Bath Pasture, 1.27km east; 

 Stanton Pastures and Cuckoocliff Valley, 6.22km east; 

 Rue Hill, 3.4km north east; 

 Caldon Dales, 4.43km north east; 

 Caldon Low, 3.73km north east; 

 Caldon Railway Cutting, 3.94km north east; 

 Brownend Quarry, 5.42km north east; 

 Hamps and Manifold Valleys, 5.61km north east; 

 Swineholes Wood and Black Heath, 2.67km north; 

 Churnet Valley, 1.2km north; 

 Combes Valley, 6.39km north west; 

 Froghall Meadow and Pastures, 1.13km north west; and 

 Whiston Eaves borders the north east of the Site. 

1.2.6 Ashbourne Hey Grade 2 Site of Biological Importance (SBI) adjoins the SSSI Whiston Eaves to 
the North, South and West. 

1.2.7 There are two Grade II Listed Buildings recorded within the site boundaryand Stable at Whiston 
Eaves. However, both these buildings are no longer extant. Listed Building consent was obtained 
in 1998 (planning permission reference number: SMD/1998/0448) for the dismantling of the 
Farmhouse and demolition of the Stable. This consent was attained in connection with a condition 
(condition 10 of planning permission reference number: SM.96935) associated with the original 
quarry planning application, part of which required the relocation of the Farmhouse. The location 
of the reconstructed Farmhouse is at Heath House Farm, Ross Road, Whiston Staffordshire, 
ST10 2JF (planning permission application number: 12/01340/FUL).  
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1.2.8 Two Grade II Listed Buildings lie adjacent to the Site boundary: Little Eaves Farmhouse; and Barn 
approximately 5m east of Little Eaves Farmhouse. There are 26 Grade II Listed Buildings (along 
with a possible curtilage listed barn) within a 1 km radius of the site.  

1.2.9 The Site is underlain by Rough Rock Sandstones of the uppermost unit of the Upper 
Carboniferous Millstone Grits. The sandstone has a maximum thickness of 35m which is then 
underlain by shale, forming the base of most of the quarries. The quarrying activity has removed 
much of the sandstone with only small deposits remaining, most of which has been deemed 
unviable.  

1.3 BACKGROUND TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

1.3.1 Sustainable development is advocated through international initiatives including the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg, 2002; national initiatives including 
the UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy (DEFRA, 2005 ‘Securing our Future’); 
and local initiatives such as Local Agenda 21 (LA21), developed in response to the Rio Summit in 
1992.  The principle of sustainable development runs throughout UK Government Strategy and 
planning policy. 

1.3.2 Sustainable development is commonly defined as: 

“Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs” (Brundtland Report, 1987 ‘Our Common Future’).  

1.3.3 Sustainable development is about creating solutions that meet environmental, social and 
economic objectives in an integrated and holistic way. The UK Government’s strategy Securing 
Our Future – A Strategy for Sustainable Development in the UK (DEFRA, 2005) identifies five key 
objectives: 

 Living within environmental limits; 

 Ensuring a strong healthy and just society; 

 Achieving a sustainable economy; 

 Promoting good governance; and 

 Using sound science responsibly. 

1.4 THE PURPOSE OF THIS SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT 

1.4.1 SA is the process used to identify the potential environmental, social and economic effects of an 
activity, plan, project or decision as early as possible. It provides a systematic and auditable way 
to explore, justify and record significant or insignificant effects. SA is an essential tool for ensuring 
that the principles of sustainable development are inherent. 

1.4.2 The key objectives of the SA undertaken for the Proposed Development comprise: 

 Assessment of the sustainability performance of the Proposed Development against a set of 
sustainability objectives; and 

 Identification of opportunities to enhance the sustainability performance of the Proposed 
Development. 
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1.4.3 The emerging Staffordshire Moorlands Local Development Framework (LDF) will comprise a 
series of Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and Supplementary Planning Documents 
(SPDs).  The LDF will set out locations for future development and how the development can be 
provided taking account of issues such as transport, community services, education and open 
space.  The main DPD of the LDF is the adopted Core Strategy (March 2014), which supersedes 
the saved policies from the Staffordshire Moorlands Local Development Framework.   

1.4.4 The Core Strategy was adopted in March 2014.  The sustainability objectives used for this SA of 
the Proposed Development are based upon those set out in the SA of the Core Strategy and 
subsequent DPDs and SPDs. 

1.4.5 This SS presents the methodology and findings of the SA of the Proposed Development.  
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2 METHODOLOGY 
2.1.1 This section sets out the approach adopted for the SA. The approach has been divided into two 

key tasks comprising the appraisal of the Proposed Development and the preparation of a 
Sustainability Statement. A description of these tasks is provided below.  

2.2 APPRAISAL OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

2.2.1 The Proposed Development has been appraised to determine how it meets the sustainability 
objectives. Further actions / enhancement measures are recommended for integration into the 
Proposed Development or alternatively to be addressed more substantially at the detailed design 
stage. In addition, this SS highlights the consideration afforded to sustainability principles 
throughout the design of the Proposed Development by the Applicant and consultant team. 

2.2.2 As previously stated, the sustainability objectives have been sourced from the SA undertaken for 
the Core Strategy Proposed Submission DPD (March 2014). These objectives, together with the 
detailed results of the SA (presented in the form of a matrix), are presented in Appendix C. There 
are 21 objectives in total.  

2.2.3 Table 1 below sets out the notations used to appraise the Proposed Development against the 
sustainability objectives. This has been based upon those used in the SA for the emerging Core 
Strategy.   

Table 1 Notations used in the Sustainability Appraisal 

EFFECT DESCRIPTION SYMBOL 

Major Positive Effect 
The Proposed Development contributes to the achievement of the sustainability 
objective and is likely to deliver enhancements. 

++ 

Minor Positive Effect 
The Proposed Development contributes partially to the achievement of the 
sustainability objective but not completely. 

+ 

Neutral Effect 
There is no clear relationship between the Proposed Development and/or the 
achievement of the sustainability objective or the relationship is negligible. 

0 

Minor Negative Effect 
The Proposed Development partially detracts from the achievement of some 
elements of the sustainability objective. 

- 

Major Negative Effect 
The Proposed Development detracts from the achievement of all elements of the 
sustainability objective. 

- - 

Positive and Negative 
Effects 

The Proposed Development has a combination of both positive and negative 
contributions to the achievement of the SA Objective. 

+/- 

Uncertain 
It is not possible to determine the nature of the effect as there may be too many 
external factors that would influence the appraisal or the effect may depend 
heavily upon implementation of the Proposed Development. 

? 
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2.3 SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT 

2.3.1 This SS has been prepared to outline the methodology for, and document the findings of, the SA 
of the Proposed Development. It describes the performance of the Proposed Development with 
respect to the sustainability objectives and the policy context set out in Section 3, including the 
key sustainability issues identified for the area. The SS also proposes a set of potential 
sustainability enhancement measures. It is the intention that this SS will accompany the planning 
application and should be read with reference to the Environmental Statement (ES) which also 
accompanies the resubmission of this planning application. 
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3 CONTEXT AND SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES 
3.1 INTRODUCTION 

3.1.1 This section provides a review of the key documents that set the national, regional and local 
planning and sustainability policy context for Staffordshire Moorland. The key aims and objectives 
of the plans and programmes review are to set the context for the Proposed Development. 

3.2 POLICY BACKGROUND 

3.2.1 This section focuses on the national and local policies (there are currently no relevant regional 
policies in place) that inform the sustainability context for the Proposed Development. The review 
of these documents is provided in Table 2 below. 

Table 2 Review of Relevant Sustainability Policies 

RELEVANT POLICY DETAILS 

National Policy 

Securing the Future – 
Delivering  UK 
Sustainable 
Development Strategy 
(The UK Government 
Sustainable 
Development Strategy, 
2005, Department for 
the Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs 
[DEFRA]) 

The Strategy aims to enable all people throughout the world to satisfy their basic needs and enjoy 
a better quality of life without compromising the quality of life of future generations, providing 
emphasis on delivery at regional level. It details the priorities and principles that are to be adopted 
to move further towards the goal of sustainable development.  The key sustainable development 
objectives for the UK are: 

 Living within environmental limits; 

 Ensuring a strong healthy and just society; 

 Achieving a sustainable economy; 

 Promoting good governance; and 

 Using sound science responsibly. 

National Planning 
Policy Framework 
(Department for 
Communities and Local 
Government, 2012) 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) represents the overarching document for 
Planning Policy in England.  It promotes sustainable development and opportunities for local 
communities to engage in plan making at a neighbourhood level.  A core underpinning principle of 
the new framework is the presumption in favour of sustainable development. 

Local Policy 

Staffordshire 
Moorlands emerging 
Local Development 
Framework 

It is anticipated that the LDF will guide development in the Staffordshire Moorlands District until 
2026, and will comprise a series of DPDs and SPDs. It will set what the District Council would like 
to achieve and in each of the main towns and the rural areas outside the Peak District National 
Park. 

The main document of the LDF is the Adopted Core Strategy (2014) which is given significant 
weight in the determination of planning applications. 

A number of Area Action Plans have been adopted for specific areas within the district (Biddulph 
and Cheadle). The Area Action Plans focus upon delivery of regeneration, setting out policy 
framework against which planning applications will be assessed. It will also consider how the 
regeneration of the area should be proactively delivered and coordinated by the public and private 
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RELEVANT POLICY DETAILS 

sectors. 

In addition a wide range of SPDs have been adopted, setting out detailed guidance for specific 
development requirements. 

The following Local Plans are also of relevance: 

 Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plans; 

 Staffordshire Local Transport Plan, 2011; 

 River Trent Catchment Flood Management Plan, 2010; 

 Staffordshire Moorlands Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Update, 2015; 

 Staffordshire Moorlands Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) Update, 2016; 

 Staffordshire Local Economic Assessment, 2010; 

 Staffordshire County-wide  Renewable / Low Carbon Energy Study, 2010; 

 Staffordshire Needs Assessment, 2012; 

 Staffordshire Equality and Diversity Strategy, 2012 to 2017; and 

 Stafford Borough Council Biodiversity Strategy, 2010 - 2015. 

3.3 STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS 

3.3.1 The Building Regulations have also been reviewed as follows. 

Building Regulations 

3.3.2 These establish building and construction standards, of which there are 13 including one relating 
to conserving fuel and power. 

3.3.3 Part L of the Building Regulations outlines some essential, economically viable, objectives that 
can be measurable against those contained within the 2007 Energy White Paper and the Energy 
Performance of Buildings Directive.  Obligations under Part L include minimum standards for 
heating and lighting efficiency; incorporation of fuel savings measures when retrofitting and 
refurbishing; and revised Standard Assessment Procedure (SAP) standards for building 
efficiency. 

Economic 

3.3.4 This baseline has been updated from that presented in the SA of the Core Strategy where 
relevant, in accordance with NOMIS (www.nomisweb.co.uk). 

 According to Census data, the working age population in Staffordshire Moorlands is 60.3%, 
which is below that of the regional (West Midlands 62.5%) and national values (63.5%). Yet 
the overall economic activity rate of the district (84.4%) is actually slightly higher than the 
regional value (75.2%);  

 The District supports a relatively strong economy with unemployment below the national 
average at 2.9% and one of the lowest in the West Midlands; 

 According to NOMIS, in February 2014 the percentage of working age population claiming out 
of work benefits was lower within Staffordshire Moorlands (0.8%) than nationally (1.8%); 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/


9 
 

 

Moneystone Quarry WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Laver Leisure Ltd Project No 70023110 
  June 2016 

 The district has seen as general decline in the Primary Services Industry (A-B) and 
Construction (F) since 2009 (NOMIS). At present the primary job industry sector within the 
District is Public Admin, Education and Health (O-Q) at 23.9%; 

 The degree of economic diversity in the district. There has historically been a reliance on 
traditional and declining sectors for employment but recent trends show the start of a shift to 
more diverse sectors; 

 Staffordshire Moorlands has a relatively good skills profile in relation to regional and national 
levels (NOMIS); and 

 The Districts has a considerably large number of ‘micro’ enterprises (92.3%) and general 
tendency towards smaller businesses with smaller workforces.  

Social 

3.3.5 This baseline has been updated from that presented in the SA of the Core Strategy where 
relevant, in accordance with NOMIS (www.nomisweb.co.uk) and Staffordshire Moorlands Tourism 
Assessment, 2012.  

 The resident population in Staffordshire Moorlands was approximately 97,800 according to 
the 2014 Census.  The projected increase in population across Staffordshire Moorlands 
between 1995 and 2025 of people over 65 is likely to increase by 75% and those over 80 is 
set to increase by almost 50%.; 

 The Draft Staffordshire Moorlands Tourism Strategy and Action Plan identifies that a total of 
6.1m tourism trips occurred in the district during 2012. 4.63m were day visits, with the 
remaining 147,000 incorporating an overnight stay; 

 Staffordshire Moorlands District is deemed to be the 207th (out of 326) most deprived local 
authority district (Indices of Deprivation Report, 2015); and 

 The dwelling stock of Staffordshire Moorlands is characterised by a high proportion of 
detached properties, with a low proportion of terraced houses. 

Environmental 

 There are no statutory or non-statutory designated sites for nature conservation within the 
Site boundary. However, there are sites within reasonable proximity to the Site (namely the 
Whiston Eaves, SSSI bordering the Site and the Ashbourne Hey SBI, and LNRs: Hoften’s 
Croft Meadows; Hales Hall Pool; Cecily Brook; and Consall less than 4km from the Site,; 

 There are a number of areas of Ancient Woodland, as detailed on Natural England’s 
Inventory, within 2km of the Site; 

 Within the Staffordshire area there are a high number of habitats and species that fall under 
the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act – Section 41. There is potential for 
provisions to enhance or manage habitats for to help protect some of the species; 

 The Site consists of primarily quarried land with the inclusion of woodland (both broadland 
and plantation), grassland and scrub. Other habitats may be present, but in smaller quantities. 
Surrounding the Site the land is predominantly pastoral agricultural land;   

 There are several landscape character areas surrounding and dissecting the site. The River 
Churnet is a key element of the landscape and the character areas are orientated around the 
River, its valleys and undulating topography. It is important that new development should be 
sympathetic to the existing landscape and quality; 

 Although there are a number of listed buildings in the surrounding landscape.. Two Listed 
Buildings were previously located on Site, although these have been removed by quarrying 
activities; 

 There is limited potential for archaeological remains within the Site, due to the previous 
quarrying activities which would have damaged potential finds and their integrity; and 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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 New development should incorporate sustainable design principals to minimise water use, 
ensure sustainable waste management, reduce energy consumption and incorporate 
renewable energy measures. 
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4 SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL FINDINGS 
4.1.1 This section provides a summary of the main findings of the SA of the Proposed Development. 

The findings are presented in three categories relating to economic, social and environmental 
sustainability issues. Recommendations for potential enhancements are also provided. To assist 
the reader, each section presents the relevant sustainability objectives. 

4.1.2 The full SA matrix detailing the performance of the Proposed Development against individual 
objectives can be found in Appendix C. 

4.2 ECONOMIC 

4.2.1 The economic sustainability objectives comprise the following: 

To safeguard the vitality and viability of the District’s towns and villages, and create 
and sustain a vibrant rural economy. 
To strengthen, modernise and diversity the District economy, and promote sustainable 
economic growth. 
To encourage and support a high and stable level of employment and variety of jobs 
to meet local employment needs. 
To encourage further development of tourism. 

4.2.2 The key findings of the SA in relation to economic issues are presented in the following bullet 
points: 

 The Proposed Development would introduce a new tourist attraction, one which is not already 
apparent in the district. This new feature will likely to lead to increased visitors to the district 
and more overnight stays. Many may be contained to the Proposed Development but there is 
still likely to be around £1m expenditure outside of the Centre. In combination with other 
tourist attractions of the district there are likely to be positive impacts to the economy as 
visitors are likely to increase; 

 The Proposed Development would not negatively impact upon any of the district’s towns or 
villages vitality or viability.  The Development will introduce a new source of tourism into a 
predominantly rural area; 

 There is potential that the increased visitors to the Proposed Development could attract 
further investment to the area; 

 The Proposed Development would introduce a number of new employment opportunities into 
the local labour market. There are an estimated 230 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs created 
within the first year of the construction phase of the Proposed Development, although 
temporary. Nevertheless the operational period aims to support a similar level of on-site jobs, 
250 FTE, across several employment categories;  

 The Proposed Development will help to build on the existing economic diversity in the district; 

 The potential mix of jobs made available as a result of the Proposed Development would 
have a wide scope of impact in the local job market. Jobs associated with the Proposed 
Development contain a mix of skill and unskilled work with many of the jobs associated with 
the operational phase having a low barrier of entry, which could significantly help younger job 
seekers; and 

 Increased visitor numbers as a result of the Proposed Development will provide greater 
opportunities for visitors taking day trips outside of the Proposed Development to other 
attractions in the district, with an estimated £1.03m off-site expenditure. 
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4.3 SOCIAL 

4.3.1 The social sustainability objectives comprise the following: 

To improve health, safety and well-being across the whole community. 
To promote, maintain and improve facilities, services and opportunities for all and access to them.  
To minimise opportunities for crime and reduce the fear of crime. 
To ensure adequate quality and provision of a range of house types to meet local needs in 
appropriate locations, and maintain and improve the local housing stock and provision of 
affordable / social housing. 
To direct development to more sustainable locations and reduce the need to travel. 
To strengthen transport links between rural areas and towns, and improve conditions for walking, 
cycling and travel by public transport. 
To maintain and strengthen local distinctiveness and sense of place.  
To protect and enhance existing and support new Culture. 

4.3.2 The key findings of the SA in relation to social issues are presented in the following bullet points: 

 The Proposed Development provides employment opportunities, enhanced environmental 
quality, greenspace and increased accessibility which generates improved aspirations, social 
wellbeing and an inclusive community, and therefore indirect health benefits through an 
improved quality of life; 

 The Proposed Development includes an open space – Quarry Park – that will be accessible 
to the public and allow for increased social connectivity and inclusion; 

 The Proposed Development would be connected to the local PRoW network and incorporate 
a number of extensions to the network of footpaths and cycle paths. This increase access for 
local residents and community which has the associated health benefits; 

 The level of facilities proposed within the Site (water activities, archery, multi-sport outdoor 
facilities, indoor sports facilities, woodland adventure area and more) will all be positive 
additions to the local area and the wider community;  

 Proposed Development would adhere to the principles of passive surveillance in order to 
minimise crime; 

 The Site was identified within the Churnet Valley Masterplan Supplementary Planning 
Document as a Site with potential for the creation of a high quality new tourism and leisure 
destination. As such the Proposed Development is located in an suitable location;  

 The Proposed Development is positively incorporated into its surroundings with a high degree 
of screening. As such the development will not detract from the local distinctiveness of the 
area; and 

 Included within the design of the Proposed Development are provision to link footpaths and 
cycle paths to the existing network, improving connectivity to the Site. Access to the Site is 
somewhat limited by the level of public transport infrastructure close to the Site and access is 
achieved primarily by car. This limits benefits to those of the community with access to the car 
– the full limitation of this is unknown. 
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4.4 ENVIRONMENTAL 

4.4.1 The environmental sustainability objectives comprise the following: 

To protect and enhance biodiversity. 
To protect and conserve soil and reduce land contamination. 
To promote efficient use of land and resources.  
To increase prevention, re-use, recovery and recycling of waste close to source. 
To increase efficiency in water, energy and raw material use, and require the use of 
renewable energy sources. 
To protect and enhance the quality of water features and resources. 
To reduce societal contributions to climate change, including a reduction in flood risk. 
To preserve and enhance the historic environment. 
To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and townscape. 

4.4.2 The key findings of the SA in relation to environmental issues are presented in the following bullet 
points: 

 There is habitat loss associated with the construction of lodges, access roads and parking 
facilities. There is also associated loss of habitat to some woodland, due to the creation of 
pedestrian/cycle paths. Nevertheless protective fencing will be used during construction to 
diminish impact on sensitive vegetation, including woodland, scattered trees and neutral 
grassland; 

 There are expected temporary negative impacts to reptiles, amphibians and breeding birds as 
a result of the construction process, whose populations are important at a district/borough 
level. During construction vegetation management and removal will be used to reduce level of 
impacts; 

 Proposed Development includes significant landscaping, habitat creation and habitat 
management proposals. Habitat creation includes hedgerow planting, woodland planting, 
existing pond enhancement and bird and bat boxes. This creation and subsequent 
management can restore, relocate and enhance particular habitats and their associated 
species composition – which also offers the potential for increase diversity of wildlife;  

 The Proposed development is sensitively integrated, primarily through careful consideration of 
the retention and enhancement of the existing woodland which helps to screen the Site from 
the surrounding area. The replantation of woodland and continued management would further 
improve screening of the Park; 

 The Proposed Development makes the best use of current features with an overall limit on 
necessary earthwork activities. A number of the quarries have been incorporated into the 
design to allow for the creation of water leisure facilities, whilst the already established 
woodlands will incorporate woodland adventure infrastructure and contribute to screening; 

 Water management principles during construction and operation help to reduce the level of 
run-off and subsequently downstream flooding;  

 The Proposed Development could contribute to increased traffic and associated greenhouse 
gas emissions and therefore potentially a reduction in air quality in the longer term. However, 
the Proposed Development advocates holidays within the UK which can have help contribute 
to a reduction in air travel abroad;  

 The Proposed Development doesn’t have a negative impact on the local historic environment. 
Two previous listed buildings on site have previously been demolished and the level of 
screening afforded to the Site doesn’t impact on the setting of other listings in the surrounding 
area. Archaeological assets are unlikely to have been maintained following the extensive 
quarrying activity at the Site;   
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 The Proposed Development will aim to reuse as much clean excavated materials onsite as 
possible, however, full excavation calculations have not been undertaken as yet and the 
expect level of waste generated during earthworks stage is unknown. Appropriate facilities for 
recycling will be made available to both visitors and employees, thus dealing with waste 
appropriately and effectively; and 

 The Proposed Development would incorporate sustainable construction and design principles 
in order to minimise energy use and maximise energy efficiency. 

4.5 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POTENTIAL ENHANCEMENTS 

4.5.1 In addition to the measures already in place to improve the sustainability performance of the 
Proposed Development, as documented in the ES, the SA process has identified potential areas 
of enhancement that could be integrated: 

 There may be scope for measures to improve access to facilities via public transport 
improvements; 

 There may be scope for measures to encourage local and regional schools to take advantage 
of the facilities on offer, helping to improve health and well-being across the younger 
members of the community, as well as community engagement and inclusion;  

 There may be scope for measures to incorporate cultural events to be held within the public 
space of Moneystone Park; 

 There may be scope for measures to optimise local recruitment during the site preparation, 
earthworks and construction phase, including linkages to local training initiatives and/or 
voluntary agreements relating to local recruitment; 

 There may be scope for measures to optimise the spending by contractors in the local 
economy during the site preparation, earthworks and construction phase by voluntary 
measures to place contracts with local firms and purchase from local suppliers; and 

 It is recommended that future employers within the Site are encouraged to provide training 
apprenticeships and on the job training, in order to ensure people are trained and skilled to 
meet local economic needs and maximise social inclusion and equality.    
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5 OVERALL CONCLUSIONS 
5.1.1 WSP | Parsons Brinckerhoff has been commissioned by Laver Leisure Ltd to undertake an SA in 

support of the development of Moneystone Quarry. 

5.1.2 The Proposed Development was appraised to determine how the proposals meet the 
sustainability objectives and where further actions / enhancement measures would need to be 
addressed more fully at the detailed design stage.   

5.1.3 The SA matrix (presented in Appendix C) identifies that a number of key sustainability principles 
have already been addressed. These are summarised in Section 4 of this SA. The findings of the 
SA also illustrate that the Proposed Development contributes to all but one of the sustainability 
objectives - with a further two objectives requiring more information. The Proposed Development, 
therefore, clearly represents sustainable development and provides an opportunity to make a 
positive contribution to the sustainability aspirations for Staffordshire Moorlands District.   
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SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVES AND RESULTS OF THE SA 

 



 
 

 

As previously stated, the predicted effects associated with the sustainability objectives have been 
given a score according to the following notation: 
 

Major Positive Effect ++ 

Minor Positive Effect + 

Neutral Effect 0 

Minor Negative Effect - 

Major Negative Effect - - 

Positive and Negative Effects +/- 

Uncertain ? 

 
 



 

 

 
SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVE SCORE COMMENTARY  

Economic 

To safeguard the vitality and viability of the District’s 
towns and villages, and create and sustain a vibrant 
rural economy. 

+ 

Overall the Proposed Development will have a positive effect in relation to this sustainability 
objective. The Proposed Development sits in a rural area with no large towns or cities nearby. As 
such the Proposed Development should have little impact on the vitality of viability of the districts 
towns, positively adhering to part of the objective. The Proposed Development would create 
temporary employment opportunities in the construction sector, as well as more permanent 
positions once the centre becomes operational. Employment opportunities associated with such 
works would be made available to the local workforce where possible and within the wider district. 
Furthermore there is unlikely to be any major displacement of already established industries, thus 
helping to maintain and enhance the current economy. The Proposed Development will create a 
new tourism facility, unique within the district, which will contribute to a growing tourism sector.  

With increased visitor numbers as a result of the Proposed Development there are greater 
opportunities for increased income being spread throughout the district. This could include visitors 
taking day trips outside of the Proposed Development to other attractions in the district, increased 
expenditure during travel to and from the Site. Additionally, significant investment, such as the 
Proposed Development, could lead to further investment in the local area, such as in the form of 
retail or food. This type of subsequent investment would again lead to both positive and negative 
impacts, with positive impacts strengthening the rural economy but with the potential for 
subsequent retail and food investment causing displacement of already present facilities.  

To strengthen, modernise and diversity the District 
economy, and promote sustainable economic growth. 

++ 

The Proposed Development would directly contribute to the achievement of this objective through 
the creation of full and part-time employment as well as a new tourist attraction within the district. 
Currently there is a lack of a similar development within the district and the Proposed Development 
would lead to the addition of new tourism attraction, one which will help boost a growing sector of 
the economy. 

Employment opportunities as a result of the Proposed Development will contribute to strengthening 
the current district economy. The Proposed Development will lead to a number of jobs created, 
which will be spread across a number of job sectors. During construction there is likely to be a 
temporary increase in the construction sector primarily to within the 1st year of construction. Once 
in operation there are likely to be permanent job opportunities, in the region of 230 full-time jobs, in 
a number of sectors, such as; Business administration & support services sector; Arts, 
entertainment, recreation & other services sector; Accommodation & food services; and Tourism 



 

 

SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVE SCORE COMMENTARY  
sector.  

Knock-on positive economic benefits could be realised within the District. There will be benefits felt 
within the wider supply chain, which will be significant during the construction phase as well as 
associated increased expenditure in the local economy. Similar benefits can be expected during 
the operational phase. Associated spending within the wider economy from visitors is estimated to 
be proportional to overnight stays. Although expenditure from visitors on short brakes may be 
contained to within the Site, those on longer trips are estimated to introduce up to £1.03m off-site. 
This off-site expenditure can further strengthen the economy and fund further employment in other 
markets, thus contributing to the strengthening and diversification of the district economy.  

There may be scope for measures to optimise local recruitment during the site preparation, 
earthworks and construction phase, including linkages to local training initiatives and/or 
voluntary agreements relating to local recruitment. 

There may be scope for measures to optimise the spending by contractors in the local 
economy during the site preparation, earthworks and construction phase by voluntary 
measures to place contracts with local firms and purchase from local suppliers. 

To encourage and support a high and stable level of 
employment and variety of jobs to meet local 
employment needs. 

++ 

The Proposed Development would directly contribute to the achievement of this objective through 
the creation of full and part-time employment during both the construction and operational stages 
of the development, which are detailed within the ES (Chapter 7: Socio-Economic). The 
Proposed Development would introduce a number of new employment opportunities into the local 
labour market. There are an estimated 230 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs created from the local 
employment market, within the first year of the construction phase of the Proposed Development. 
Although this will drop to 12-25 FTE in years 2-4, during  the operational period there will be a 
similar level of on-site jobs, 250 FTE, which would be spread across several employment 
categories. The assortment of jobs on offer as a result of the Proposed Development also 
contributes to a more diverse employment market. The jobs associated with the operational phase 
of the Proposed Development over accessibility to a wide array of job seekers, significantly 
younger job seekers.  

The associated benefits of the Proposed Development, namely increased expenditure in the local 
economy, will help strengthen the wider economy, which may lead to further employment in other 
sectors as an indirect result. These may vary from part-time to full-time, as some sectors may see 
some seasonal variability, but nevertheless the benefits would further encourage a higher rate of 
employment.   



 

 

SUSTAINABILITY OBJECTIVE SCORE COMMENTARY  
It is recommended that future employers within the Site are encouraged to provide training 
apprenticeships and on the job training, in order to ensure people are trained and skilled to 
meet local economic needs and maximise social inclusion and equality.   

To encourage further development of tourism. ++ 

The Proposed Development would positively contribute to the achievement of this sustainability 
objective. The centre is expected to bring in approximately 55,400 staying visitors per annum, once 
operational. Most of these visitors are expected to be families of between 3-4 and three-quarters 
staying for 3-4 nights and the remainder for 7 night excursions. The expected visitors are likely to 
be contained mostly to the centres itself; however, those on longer excursions may take advantage 
of other tourism in the wider area. With the current lack of similar centres in the wider district the 
Proposed Development offers an addition to the pool of tourism attractions, rather than detracting 
from others, although there may be some negative displacement for nearby accommodation the 
extent is unlikely to be significant. The Proposed Development has the potential to offer an 
increase in day trip tourism to the wider area, although a large number of these types of visitors are 
expected to come from within the district rather than further afield. Nevertheless there may be a 
marginal improvement as a result of the Proposed Development. 

Social 

To improve health, safety and well-being across the 
whole community. ++ 

The Proposed Development would positively contribute to the achievement of this sustainability 
objective. Based upon the well-established links between health and access to nature and open 
spaces, the Proposed Development would contribute to improved health and healthier lifestyles for 
local residents and tourists through the provisions of open space and activities across the Site. 
One obvious space is the proposed Quarry Park, which will be open to the public and allow greater 
access to outdoor areas for recreational use.  

Furthermore the provision of employment opportunities, enhanced environmental quality, 
greenspace and increased accessibility would generate improved aspirations, social wellbeing and 
an inclusive community, and therefore health benefits through an improved quality of life.  

The Proposed Development includes designs to connect a number of footpaths and cycle paths to 
the wider network currently available. As such there will be a level of access for the general public 
to make use of these extensions. This expansion of the network gives greater opportunity of use to 
the community and help to create a destination to walk/cycle to, thereby increasing the likelihood of 
taking a trip.   
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There may be scope for measures to encourage local and regional schools to take 
advantage of the facilities on offer, helping to improve health and well-being across the 
younger members of the community, as well as community engagement and inclusion.  

To promote, maintain and improve facilities, services 
and opportunities for all and access to them.   + 

The Proposed Development would positively contribute to the objective. The level of facilities 
proposed within the site (water activities, archery, multi-sport outdoor facilities, indoor sports 
facilities, woodland adventure area, and more) will all be positive additions to the local area. 
Although predominantly placed to offer visitors a full experience the facilities will be valuable to the 
local community and the wider community. The Proposed Development will have little negative 
displacement on other local facilities, as there is minimal conflict between those already present 
and those at the development. However, it must be noted that the availability of public transport 
does limit access to the facilities somewhat.  

There may be scope for measures to improve access to the Proposed Development via 
public transport improvements.  

To minimise opportunities for crime and reduce the 
fear of crime. + 

In order to ensure the safety of the future residents and visitors or the leisure centre, it is the 
intention that the Proposed Development would adhere to the principles of passive surveillance in 
order to minimise crime.   

The provision of employment opportunities, enhanced environmental quality, open space provision 
and increased accessibility would contribute to improved aspirations and community pride, which 
could help to create a safe neighbourhood with low crime incidences. 

To ensure adequate quality and provision of a range of 
house types to meet local needs in appropriate 
locations, and maintain and improve the local housing 
stock and provision of affordable / social housing. 

0 There is no housing provision, nor would it put pressure in increased permanent population and 
therefore there are no clear links between this objective and the Proposed Development. 

To direct development to more sustainable locations 
and reduce the need to travel. + 

The Proposed Development makes use of an old quarry rather than the conversion of agricultural 
land, prime residential land or land of ecological significant value. As such the development is 
suitably located. The Site was identified within the Churnet Valley Masterplan Supplementary 
Planning Document as a Site with potential for the creation of a high quality new tourism and 
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leisure destination, thus further observing the sustainability objective.  

The relative ‘remoteness’ of the development and the lack of public transport infrastructure near 
the Site, does mean that travel will primarily be via car, however, considering the nature of the 
development and its purpose – providing access to the outdoors and a degree of remoteness – 
travel is an inherent part of the Proposed Development. Nevertheless for those within the local 
community employed by the Centre, there may be potential for walking or cycling to work, which 
somewhat contributes towards the sustainability objective. Furthermore, a shuttle bus service will 
be provided between the site and Alton Towers, and a Travel Plan has been provided by Royal 
Haskoning  DHV.  

There may be scope for measures to improve access to facilities via public transport 
improvements. 

To strengthen transport links between rural areas and 
towns, and improve conditions for walking, cycling and 
travel by public transport. 

0 

There are no clear links between the Proposed Development and this objective.   

The Proposed Development does not provide for improved public transport to and from the site, 
thus limiting access to the site other than primarily via cars. Although there are benefits for those 
within the immediate vicinity of the site, who can walk a short distance to make use of the facilities 
on site, this is not expected to be the majority of visitors or users of the development.  

However, the Proposed Development does include provisions to maintain and add to the local 
network of footpaths and cycle paths, which would improve the network of footpaths and cycle 
paths, although it is noted that the majority of the network does not act as connecting links between 
town and rural areas. The proposed shuttle service provided between the park and Alton Towers 
would help to improve local transport links, as there a well-established links to Alton Towers, thus 
allowing onward travel.  

There may be scope for measures to improve access to facilities via public transport 
improvements. 

To maintain and strengthen local distinctiveness and 
sense of place. + 

The Proposed Development will have a positive contribution towards this sustainability objective as 
in general it maintains the local distinctiveness and sense of place. The Proposed Development is 
sensitively integrated into the local area, primarily through the retention of the woodlands which 
limits the visual exposure of the Site. This sensitive integration means the local character is retain, 
as well as the relative ‘rural’ setting in which it is located. The Proposed Development may actually 
lead to the creation of a ’local distinctiveness’, due to its extensive facilities and the public park 
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(Quarry Park), providing a focal point or destination for visitors and the community.  

The potential increase in visitor numbers to the area could lead to a pressures on some of the local 
distinctiveness, such as its level of ‘tranquillity’ or its ‘remoteness’, however it is expected that the 
majority of visitors will be contained to the site itself rather than influencing the wider area. 

To protect and enhance existing and support new 
Culture. + 

The Proposed Development includes a large number of facilities and the inclusion of open space 
for the public and guests. The availability of these facilities could lead to the centre become a 
location for societies or group to meet and make use of the facilities on offer. Some organisations, 
such as sports clubs, may have the opportunity to be based at the centre, or at least make regular 
use of the facilities. The public space can be utilised for community events or as a place to 
congregate.   

There may be scope for measures to incorporate cultural events to be held within the public 
space of Quarry Park. 

 
Environmental 

To protect and enhance biodiversity. + 

The Proposed Development will have both positive and negative effects, with respect to this 
sustainability objective, although the positive creation of habitat and management strategies 
incorporated in to the proposal is seen to outweigh the negatives.  

The construction phase is likely to induce a number of negative impacts on both local habitat and 
wildlife. There is extensive habitat loss associated with the construction of lodges, access roads 
and parking facilities. There is also associated loss of habitat to some woodland. The majority of 
these losses area expected to be permanent. There are some alterations which are believed to be 
temporary due to reinstatement upon completion of construction. There are expected temporary 
negative impacts to reptiles, amphibians and breeding birds as a result of the construction process, 
whose populations are important at a district/borough level. Protective measures adopted during 
the construction phase will go some way to reduce the level of impact but there will still be direct 
habitat and wildlife loss due to construction. Furthermore, replacement habitat will be provided off-
site to fully compensate and offset for the loss of any habitat on-site.  

In contrast to the construction phase the operational phase of the development will see increased 
disturbance in some habitats, due to the increased number of visitors. Footpaths and location of 
facilities in relation to habitats may increase the exposure of habitats and wildlife to human 
interaction or disturbance. Nevertheless, the Proposed Development includes significant 
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landscaping, habitat creation and habitat management proposals. A number of habitats will be 
created on site, which can restore, relocate and enhance associated species composition. Habitat 
management will lead to potential reinstatement of many habitats lost during the construction 
phase and improvements to those unaffected, offering the potential for increase wildlife diversity. 
The Proposed Development will be covered by an Ecological Management Plan which will include 
further management strategies to limit disturbance to sensitive habitat and species, as well as 
monitoring arrangements for some key species.  

To protect and conserve soil and reduce land 
contamination. ? 

The Proposed Development is located within an unused quarry where there is potential for 
previous contamination associated with such extract processes. Nevertheless, the inclusion of 
remediation work during development will negate any resulting land contamination. Initial analysis 
of potential contamination pathways, completed in the form of a conceptual model, indicated a low 
to very low potential residual risk of local small scale contamination. There are potential risks 
associated to levels of pH in relation to inflows and ponded waters within the quarry area, and 
construction process could lead to potential contamination such as fuel spills.  Further investigative 
works would be required to fully assess the full risk of contamination, although potential effects are 
expected to be minimised through appropriate adoption of best practice standards and guidance.  

To promote efficient use of land and resources. ++ 

The Proposed Development has a positive contribution to this sustainability objective. The Site 
selection in general promotes efficient use of land. The history of the site makes development 
limited on the Site, unless extensive earthworks were to occur.  As such a centre such as the 
Proposed Development makes the best use of current features with an overall limit on necessary 
earthwork activities. A number of the quarries have been incorporated into the design to allow for 
the creation of water leisure facilities, whilst the already established woodlands will incorporate 
woodland adventure infrastructure. The design proposes a number of walking and cycle paths, 
which link up to the already present PRoW, further utilising already established resources.  

The Proposed development is sensitively integrated, primarily through careful consideration of the 
retention and enhancement of the existing woodland and screening measures already present at 
the site. The replantation of woodland and continued management would further improve screening 
of the centre. 

To increase prevention, re-use, recovery and recycling 
of waste close to source. + 

The Proposed Development would cumulatively increase waste generation and put pressure on 
existing waste management infrastructure. The development is expected to generate somewhere 
in the region of 238 tonnes of commercial waste per annum.  However, sustainable waste 
management would be adopted. The application of best practice should lead to a progressive 
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reduction in waste generation and encourage greater levels of re-use and recycling. Visitors and 
employees of the leisure park would be required to segregate their refuse and recycling and 
appropriate space for collection containers would be ensured. 

Waste materials would be generated during site clearance and earthworks during construction 
activities and subsequent operation. Indicative values indicate approximately 1,261 tonnes of 
construction waste could be generated during this stage of the development. Effective on-site 
practices will be incorporated to minimise and manage waste to help reduce the level of 
construction waste.   It is intended that as much clean excavated materials will be utilised on site 
for other purposes, reducing the level of waste exported off site.  

To increase efficiency in water, energy and raw 
material use, and require the use of renewable energy. + 

The Proposed Development would incorporate sustainable construction and design principles in 
order to minimise energy, water and materials use and maximise energy efficiency and the use of 
renewable energy, thereby minimising the contribution to climate change. It will provide high quality 
buildings which will maximise the use of natural light and ventilation, reduce solar heat gain by 
considering the buildings orientation, improve the energy efficiency of the buildings and avoid the 
specification of ozone depleting substances. The energy strategy identified that the use of solar PV 
and solar thermal throughout the site, specifically on the roofs of the lodges, could contribute 
significantly to the offset of carbon emissions from the site. As yet an exact energy strategy is not 
fully developed and more details would come during the detailed design stage. Although the 
Proposed Development would lead to an increase in demand for water resources, the most 
efficient use of natural resources will be ensured, to reduce the overall consumption of clean water 
for non–potable uses.  

To protect and enhance the quality of water features 
and resources. + 

There is a potential for increased run-off during construction as a result of removal of vegetation 
and earthworks activities, although this is expected to be limited by a phased construction plan. 
During the construction phase the monitoring of the stream southwest of the quarry area (stream 
A) is proposed, which would feedback into the construction process and allow for potential 
adjustments if required. Once the Proposed Development is completed there will be a reduction in 
run-off peaks by at least 20% which will significantly reduce the risk of downstream flooding. There 
are also expected to be a reduction in peak flow rates to the River Churnet.  

The Proposed Development would lead to an increase in demand for potable water supply. 
However, best practice would ensure the most efficient use of natural resources, to reduce the 
overall consumption of clean (potable) water for no-potable uses, and to manage the run off from 
the Site. Specific details of the measures to reduce water consumption have not been developed at 
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this stage. 

To reduce societal contributions to climate change, 
including a reduction in flood risk. + 

The Proposed Development can have both positive and negative contributions to this sustainability 
objective. As already noted the site is located away from any significant public transport links and 
as such most visitors will travel to the site via cars. Furthermore those within the district and the 
wider community, who may have regular single visits to the centre to make use of facilities 
available, would all contribute to increase emissions contributing to climate change. Yet on the 
other hand, the centre could encourage more families to holiday within the UK, at the centre, rather 
than abroad. This would reduce the level of emission associated with increased air travel and 
international journeys. The complexity of the balancing act between these factors makes it unclear 
if these effects could be neutral or be favoured in one direction of the other. 

In terms of flooding, the Proposed Development positively contributes to this objective. The 
Proposed Development includes the utilisation of a number of the old quarries for the creation of 
lakes, ponds and other waterbodies. As such the design has considered fully the implications of the 
development upon the local network of surface and ground water. As mentioned previously there is 
expected reduction in run-off peaks by 20%, which leads to reduction if downstream flooding.  

To preserve and enhance the historic environment. + 

There are no scheduled ancient monuments, registered battlefields, registered parks and gardens 
or conservation areas within the Site or in close proximity. The Site included two listed buildings 
however these have were demolished during the quarrying activity.  There are a number of other 
listed buildings in the surrounding the Site, however the settings of these are maintained as the 
development is screened by extensive woodland. 

The Site is unlikely to retain a range of archaeological assets and due to the extent of ground 
disturbance the Site has been subjected to, it is likely that any below-ground archaeological assets 
that do survive within the Site are likely to be in a deteriorated state of preservation.  

The Proposed Development would also result in a permanent change in the local landscape 
however as the Site was subject to quarrying activities much of the historic setting and landscape 
has been significantly altered or lost. The inclusion of the Proposed Development will result in a 
notable positive impact on the local landscape. 

To protect and enhance the character of the landscape 
and townscape.  + The Proposed Development will contribute to the sustainable objective, in that it will have beneficial 

impacts on the landscape.  Visibility of the development will be limited because of the difference in 
topography between the Site and the wider landscape, as well as the already present screening 
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measures associated with the quarry (inclusive of a landscape bund around one of the quarries). 
Retention of wooded areas and plantations further screens the Proposed Development. There are 
potential disruptions to the landscape character due to increased traffic, associated with both 
construction and the operation phase, although this is not expected to be significant. The Proposed 
Development incorporates enhancement measures of the quarried area, thus improving quality and 
character of these areas. The inclusion of built form has been focused away from visually sensitive 
areas.  
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