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Compacted stone dust surface layer.
- 25mm compacted stone dust, 0-6mm
- 150mm SHW803 Type 1 GSB granualar fill
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- Geotextile 100g/m2
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ILLUSTRATIVE CONSTRUCTION SECTIONS

PRECEDENT IMAGES 

PRIMARY FOOTPATH / CYCLE ROUTE SECONDARY FOOTPATH / CYCLE ROUTE

Compacted stone pathways with soft verges help routes blend into natural areas Section around the Hub complex may employ 
more traditional macadam surfacing to allow for the 
additional wear and tear.

Unsurfaced MTB track through woodland
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10.0 MOVEMENT FRAMEWORK
SECURITY AND ACCESS

QUARRY 1

QUARRY 2

QUARRY 3

HUB

COMMUNITY SAFETY
A number of strategies have been employed within the proposed 
masterplan to help deliver community safety within the development, 
namely the clear definition of public and private spaces with secure site 
boundaries, safe roadways and pedestrian routes, designing out areas 
where antisocial behaviour might take place and putting in place active 
management and surveillance for the whole of the site (an important 
enhancement from the existing ‘informal’ access of the current site and lack 
of active surveillance).

Although it is the intention of the masterplan to avoid imposing 
unattractive fence lines across the site, carefully positioning of boundaries 
within the landscape that utilises a range of appropriate materials and 
types, will ensure lodge areas will be protected allowing safe operation of 
the facilities. Security contours will be developed in accordance with Secure 
by Design principles and liaison with the Police.

The proposed boundary treatment are illustrated on the plan opposite.

A significant part of the site will be maintained  as public access, via the 
numerous public rights of way. As many of the attractive natural site 
features rely on a ‘light touch’ approach to preserve their inherent quality, 
it is the aim of both the Masterplan and Management Plan plan to put in 
place an active management regime, ensuring they are used appropriately, 
supervised and clearly portray a positive, cared for and safe character.

Existing field boundaries will be retained/and or repaired where 
appropriate. New boundaries will be post and rail or low stone walls to 
respond to local landscape character. 

The hub area and facilities that are open to the public will be managed as 
a semi-private space.   Areas of woodland, paths and cycleways contained 
within them will be publicly accessible. (Areas of exception are the ‘back of 
house’ areas and the existing lab buildings which will remain private and 
secured).

All lodge areas will be managed as a private area with gateway signage 
at interfaces to mark the arrival into public areas. The signage strategy 
throughout the site will be legible and clear for all ages of user and will be 
in keeping with woodland, rural feel.

Lighting within the new development will be designed to minimise light 
pollution and promote ‘Dark Skies’. This will feature energy efficient, low 
impact, low level luminaires designed to reduce light spill and keep sky 
glow, trespass and glare to a minimum.

 Pathways and pedestrian areas will be carefully illuminated using low level 
bollard lighting where possible and up-lighting of buildings and signs will 
be kept to an absolute minimum.
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10.0 MOVEMENT FRAMEWORK
INDICATIVE REFUSE STRATEGY

Bin areas will be provided a suitable distance from lodges and be of 
sufficient size to serve a group of lodges. 

Refuse pick up points have been located at suitable locations within the 
masterplan, with appropriate access for vehicles. 

Servicing to the hub building and other facilities is provided via a service 
area at the rear of the building. 

QUARRY 1

QUARRY 2

QUARRY 3

HUB

Bin areas

Refuse collection points

KEY
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11.0 SUSTAINABILITY
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11.0 SUSTAINABILITY

MONEYSTONE QUARRY HAS MANY INHERENT 
SUSTAINABLE QUALITIES. IT IS A PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED 
SITE, WITH A SUSTAINABLE SOLAR FARM WITHIN THE 
WIDER LAND OWNERSHIP, AND WILL CREATE MUCH 
NEEDED JOBS FOR THE LOCAL AREA, IN A SUSTAINABLE 
LOCATION. 

SUSTAINABILITY PRINCIPLES
Development at Moneystone Quarry  will be based on the following 
principles:

•	 Ensure consistency with the government’s policies on sustainability, as 
detailed in the National Planning Policy Framework.

•	 Ensure that the development responds to the needs of the local area by 
providing an appropriate mix of uses, including jobs and attracting new 
tourists into the Churnet Valley.

•	 Ensure that the local community and relevant stakeholders are involved  
in the design process;

•	 Minimise the impacts of environmental conditions on the health and 
wellbeing of occupants;

•	 Reduce carbon emissions where possible and ensure wise use of 
natural resources where necessary; 

•	 Provide safe and attractive walking and cycling routes within the quarry 
areas and the wider area of land ownership;

•	 Provide a high quality, inclusive public realm that meets the needs of all 
users;

•	 Improve ecological biodiversity.

RESOURCES
Within the proposals, consideration will be given to the use of recycled 
building materials, in addition to the full reuse of all site won materials for 
the main civil ground works, such as crushed concrete, rubble, timber and 
topsoils. Locally sourced building materials will be promoted within the 
design of the external spaces, which will reduce transportation, promote 
local business and help ensure that the facility fits within the local context.

A Site Waste Management Plan will be implemented to monitor, report 
and target reductions in the quantities of waste generated on site and also 
identify opportunities for recycling of building materials.

COMMUNITY
The proposed development will integrate with surrounding communities 
and seek to create an attraction facility for tourists and the local community 
a like. Moneystone Park will offer local sports and recreational facilities for 
the local community, as well as the opportunity for limited retail in the form 
of a farm shop.

Around 250 new full time equivalent jobs will be created at the site, plus 
new jobs during construction and indirectly within the local area. This will 
help to replace those jobs lost when the quarry closed. The development 
will also help to diversify the range of jobs on offer in the local community.

Several consultation events have already taken place as the project has 
progressed. These are detailed in the Masterplan development chapter of 
this document and the SCI supporting this application.

LANDSCAPE & ECOLOGY
The new development at Moneystone Quarry will ensure that the ecological 
value of the site is conserved and enhanced by maintaining biodiversity 
and protecting existing natural habitats. An ecological mitigation strategy 
has been submitted with these proposals. The green infrastructure network 
incorporates existing landscape features of value into the development 
where feasible and viable and aims to provide, no net loss of habitat. 

The proposals will improve the overall appearance of the site from its 
previous industrial setting to woodland, parkland, and water features. 
Development will be sensitively located within this green infrastructure 
network. The proposed green Infrastructure will provide an opportunity for 
people and for wildlife to benefit from green open spaces, and importantly 
to provide a network of connected green corridors and spaces for wildlife. 
Sustainable Urban Drainage solutions (SUDs) will be used where possible 
to collect and store surface water. The Landscape strategy is predominatly 
native planting of local provenance to preserve and enhance the 
biodiversity and nature conservation. 

The development has been planned to ensure that residents can reach 
facilities they need by appropriate transport modes, by encouraging 
walking and public transport use and reducing the use of private cars for 
shorter journeys.

BUILT FORM
Potential to explore an intelligent and sensitive design of the lodges to 
include sustainable features such as PV panels on roofs, green roofs and 
rain water harvesting tanks. Potential for rainwater harvesting to meet all 
toilet flushing and washing requirements within buildings as well as some 
irrigation of landscape and planting as required. 

All proposed buildings and lodges, will where possible use low impact 
materials, typically of A+ to B Greenguide standard.

SUSTAINABILITY

ENVIRONMENTAL 

ECONOMICSOCIAL 
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An assessment was carried out in order to outline which technologies could 
be included in our approach, to design in order to reduce carbon emissions 
on the site. Both Solar Photovoltaics and Solar Thermal were recommended 
for the development given the likely presence of unshaded roofs orientated 
from south-east to south-west. These technologies could be applied to 
lodges with the only limiting factor being available unshaded roof space.

Wood burning stoves could be included to provide heating for the lodges, 
enabling CO2 emission savings. Biomass boilers, wind turbines and CHP are 
not feasible at this scale.

Given the higher levels of thermal demand for the non-domestic elements, 
(particularly the swimming pool) a central gas CHP or biomass boiler could 
be considered for inclusion in design. Both of these technologies would 
present good opportunities for reducing CO2 emissions and providing 
significant cost savings.

As we have modelled the units in line with Part L of the building regulations, 
further energy reduction can be achieved in the use of more efficient 
building materials. These can be specified at the detailed design stage.

For further information please refer to the energy strategy document that 
supports this application.

MAINTENANCE
A Management and Maintenance Plan will be created for the site that will 
safeguard the existing site features, ensure new infrastructure and planting 
is maintained appropriately, continues to perform its function in relation to 
the wider site and allow the successful maturity of new planting.  This will 
be created in liaison with the Local Authority, scheme ecologist and relevant 
stakeholders as part of the Reserved Matters.
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12.0 CONCLUSION
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The proposals at Moneystone Park will achieve one of SMDC’s strategic aims 
for the region, by delivering a high quality tourist destination, boosting the 
local economy and providing new facilities for the local area. The proposals 
include:

•	  250 lodges;

•	  A leisure ‘Hub’ building;

•	 Outdoor sports facilities;

•	 Watersports facilities (non motorised);

•	 Areas of publicly accessible open space and wetland landscape;

•	 New footpath, cyclepath and bridleway connections;

•	 The retention of an existing quarry building within the hub area.

The Park will deliver a wide range of new leisure facilities and activities. 
Not only will they be open to lodge users but they will be accessible to 
all, delivering a whole new set of facilities and recreational routes for the 
local community. Moneystone Park will introduce several new footpath 
and cycleway connections, and a public park, increasing access to the 
countryside for the local community. 

Moneystone Park will be a new tourist destination in Churnet Valley. It will 
attract day visitor as well as overnight guests. For day guests, Moneystone 
Park will be the ideal base to explore the local area. 

The proposals will seamlessly integrate with the landscape and respect 
the ecological habitats which have emerged since the  quarry has ceased 
production. The dramatic quarry landscape provides a dramatic setting for 
a unique holiday experience. 

The accompanying LVIA has demonstrated that the proposals do not have 
a significant impact on the surrounding landscape character or a visual 
impact. 

The masterplan has been split into several different quarry areas. Each 
of the individual quarry areas will have its own character, created by its 
particular quarry setting. 

The proposals aim to protect and enhance the local wildlife and ecology on 
the site. The approved Restoration Plan for the site  will be implemented 
where possible and will improve biodiversity, seek to retain habitats, 
and where this is not possible, to mitigate their loss through enhanced 
management, or new areas of habitat.

As well as enhancing wildlife habitats, the proposals will open up the site 
for the public. Since the 1960’s the site has been in private ownership as 
an industrial quarry. The vision for Moneystone Park is to introduce several 
new footpath and cycleway connections, and a public park, increasing 
access to the countryside for the local community. 

Moneystone Park will be a unique, sustainable, high quality holiday 
destination. The Park includes inherently sustainable features, including the 
potential to tap into the adjacent solar farm areas as a source of renewable 
energy. The proposals aim to adopt high sustainable standards, in the 
design, construction and management of the masterplan.

12.0 CONCLUSION
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APPENDIX  01
[PL1088]
[OUTLINE PLANNING]
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01 APPENDIX 
APPROVED RESTORATION PLAN
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APPENDIX  02
[PL1088]
[OUTLINE PLANNING]
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02 PRECEDENT STUDIES
LODGE DEVELOPMENT

LODGE DEVELOPMENT 

CHEDDAR WOODS

Set in an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the park boasts 
fully furnished lodges, available both to purchase and to book 
for holidays. 

Cheddar Woods Resort and Spa provides a wide range of 
activities including a spa, swimming pool, farm shop, archery 
and water sports on the Cheaddar Reservoir.

INTRODUCTION 
A number of individual projects and sites have been drawn on for 
inspiration in the development of the Moneystone Quarry Masterplan. 
The relevance of these projects is divided into four main themes: Lodge 
development, Former quarry sites, Activity mix, Visitor centres and Lodges. 
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MAIN SWIMMING POOL COMPLEX

LODGES

FARM SHOP

GYM/ SPA

BAR/ RESTAURANT
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02 PRECEDENT STUDY
FORMER QUARRY SITES

LEE AND CRAGG QUARRIES, BACUP

Lee and Cragg were previously working quarries located in Bacup, 
Lancashire. Since 2008, the previous quarry areas have been opened up to 
the public, the area transformed into a series of mountain bike routes .

The trails have been funded by Natural England through DEFRA’s Aggregates 
Levy Sustainability Fund, Lancashire County Developments Limited and the 
Lancashire Environmental Fund. The project would not have been possible 
without support from Rossendale Leisure Trust; Aggregate Industries; 
Lancashire County Council’s Countryside Service and PEER Support.

There are 3 miles of Red trails with technical sections that riders can 
opt into as they develop their riding. There are also over 1.5 miles of 
challenging Black Trails and a skills development area with easier trails and 
technical challenges. A second phase of trail design and build is underway, 
led by Rowan Sorell. The site includes a top standard Trials area which can 
host competitions and demonstration events.

BROCKHOLES NATURE RESERVE, PRESTON
Opened to the public in April 2011, Brockholes was a former sand and 
gravel quarry which has been transformed by The Lancashire Wildlife Trust. 
The reserve is still growing, and has a fantastic range of habitats to see, all 
year round. 

Spring sees the arrival of breeding wader birds. You can also take a stroll 
through the beautiful bluebell woods. In summer, the reserve is literally 
buzzing with a whole host of dragonfly, damselfy, butterfly and moths. 
Brockholes also attracts a range of over wintering birds.

The floating Visitor Village houses a restaurant, shops and Welcome Centre. 
The site also has family-friendly hides, walking trails, play area and a wide 
range of events all year round.

LEE QUARRY, BACUP

BROCKHOLES NATURE RESERVE 
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EDEN PROJECT

Transformation of a former clay pit incorporating diverse planting inspired by the existing manmade landform.

EDEN PROJECT, CORNWALL
Ten years ago the area where the Eden Project now sits was a barren, 
exhausted china clay pit. Today, Eden is a living theatre of plants and 
people, and like every great theatre what happens on stage is dramatic 
and constantly changing. The key features include the biomas and art and 
architecture inspired by the natural world. Other less well know features 
include hidden corners such as Wild Cornwall - local plants and landscape, 
the Spiral Garden, cafes and restaurants serving responsibly sourced food. 
For children there are trails and endless leafy places to play with shortcuts, 
hideaways, stepping stones and sandpits.  

Art and Education
•	 Exhibition and education centre
•	 Artwork and sculpture
•	 Work with the sensory trust - creative approaches to physical access 

and sharing information
•	 Voyage of discovery - performers, guides and storytellers
•	 Story compass - hand held gps 
•	 School visits
•	 Concert/performance venue
•	 Steppe-prairie planting

BEFORE THE EDEN PROJECT - CLAY PIT
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CENTRE PARCS

CENTRE PARCS

CENTRE PARCS

CENTRE PARCS

On-site restaurant facilities and lakeside activities are popular with guests.

Indoor and outdoor activities are the focus of the holiday park.

02 PRECEDENT STUDY
ACTIVITY MIX

CENTRE PARCS, UK-WIDE

Although the scale of Centre Parcs Sites are greater than that of Moneystone 
Park, the mix of activities and outdoor pursuits is relevant to creating a 
vibrant destination.

Features/facilities

“Village Square” - Usually located somewhere central in the park, and 
usually contains hub of restaurants and facilities such as a launderette.

“Village Centre” / “Plaza” / “Piazza” - covered hub contains restaurants and 
shops

“Jardin Des Sports” / “Sports Plaza” - Typically includes squash courts, 
badminton courts, pool and snooker tables, a sports cafe / themed 
restaurant, gymnasium, table football, golf simulator, aerobics studio, 
outside and covered tennis courts and a space for 5-a-side football.

“Subtropical Swimming Paradise” - this features an indoor and outdoor 
pool, wild water rapids, a “lazy river” (except Sherwood), slides and flumes, 
a children’s pool area, as well as a poolside food venue. 

“Lakeside” - for all water-based activities such as canoeing, fishing or 
pedalos.

“Time Out Clubhouse” - dedicated crèche and activity centres for children.

“Nature Centre complex” - an exclusive lake and bird hide for watching birds 
and waterfowl.

•	 4 X 4
•	 Quad
•	 Paintballing
•	 Zip Wire/vertical drop
•	 Climbing
•	 Dirt buggies
•	 Laser pigeon shoot
•	 Grass rally 
•	 Ten pin bowling
•	 Tree trecking
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TRENTHAM ESTATE

Aerial Extreme, the Monkey Forest and food outlets at the Trentham 
Estate, Staffordshire.

BLUESTONE NATIONAL PARK RESORT, 
PEMBROKESHIRE
Location & Background 

Bluestone is a holiday complex, built in the form of an artificial village, 
located in Pembrokeshire between Canaston Bridge and Martletwy. The 
village falls partly within the boundaries of the Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park.

Activities

On site: Tournament field, seasonal water based activities on the lake, Blue 
Lagoon Waterpark, adventure centre, high ropes course, bikes and buggies, 
spa.

Off site: rock jumping, kayaking, surfing, walking.

TRENTHAM ESTATE, STAFFORDSHIRE
Location & Background

The Trentham Estate is a 750 acre destination for families, educational 
visits, corporate events and outdoor team-building. Comprising of 
woodlands, parkland, a mile-long lake, lakeside amphitheatre, exquisite 
gardens, shopping village, cafes/restaurants and a Monkey Forest, Aerial 
Extreme rope adventure and a 119 bedroom Premier Inn hotel.  There’s also 
a disused quarry which is ideal for events such as extreme off-road cycling.

Features/facilities
•	 Historic Italian Gardens
•	 The Lake, with passenger boat trips
•	 Miniature railway
•	 Adventure playground and Barefoot Walk
•	 Hedge maze
•	 Monkey Forest 
•	 60 acres of woodland with 140 monkeys roaming free
•	 Conservation work
•	 Education facilities
•	 Picnic area, shop and cafe
•	 Shopping Village
•	 Woodlands & Lake
•	 Walks
•	 Fishing
•	 Dragon boat racing
•	 Clay pigeon shooting
•	 Archery
•	 Aerial Extreme high rope adventure course
•	 Events
•	 Overnight stay (On-site Premier Inn Hotel)BLUESTONE

A selection of the wide ranging activities on offer at Bluestone 
National Park Resort, Pembrokeshire.
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BROCKHOLES NATURE RESERVE VISITOR CENTRE

THE CORE AT THE EDEN PROJECT

THE CORE AT THE EDEN PROJECT

CENTRE FOR ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY

02 PRECEDENT STUDY
VISITOR CENTRES

WALES INSTITUTE FOR SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION 
AT THE CENTRE FOR ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGY, 
POWYS
WISE provides people with an opportunity to learn about green 
architecture, renewable energy and other environmental technologies. It 
is now a world-class training resource, with expertise gained over 35 years 
and real-life examples of sustainable materials and technologies.

The rooms and spaces in WISE are available for conferences and events. 
Facilities include the 180-seat theatre, seminar rooms and workshops, 24 en 
suite twin bedrooms and a research laboratory. There’s also a restaurant, 
bar and reception area and outdoor spaces.

The building is home to CAT’s post-graduate courses on renewable energy, 
building design and environmental sustainability. They also run accredited 
courses for trade professionals and educators, in areas such as solar water 
heating and electricity, heat pumps, wood fuels and water management.

The WISE building also provides teaching and workshop spaces for short 
public courses on environmental building, ecology, renewable energy, 
water and sanitation, woodland skills and organic gardening.

THE EDEN PROJECT, CORNWALL
The Core is Eden Project’s innovative education centre: it’s a fantastic 
building full of interactive displays. In the daytime visitors can learn about 
everything from ecosystems and evolution to climate change and plant 
resources. In the evening the place transforms into an arts venue hosting 
live acts and DJs throughout the year.

BROCKHOLES NATURE RESERVE, PRESTON
The floating Visitor Village features a gift shop and a restaurant providing 
stunning views across the lake. There is also an interactive Welcome Centre 
where people can learn all about the wildlife that can be seen on site.




