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Recommended 'Root Protection Area' (RPA) of trees/hedges
considered desirable for retention calculated using the method 
set out in section 4.6 of BS5837:2012

Category A
Trees of high quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at 
least 40 years. Groups/hedges/woodland are denoted with hatching

Trees with estimated locations, not based on topographical survey. Their 
positions and extent of RPAs must be confirmed on site before works 
commence

Tree Protection Fencing

Category B
Trees of moderate quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of 
at least 20 years. Groups/hedges/woodland are denoted with hatching

Category C
Trees of low quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of at least 
10 years. Groups/hedges/woodland are denoted with hatching

Category U
Trees of very low quality with an estimated remaining life expectancy of 
less than 10 years. Groups/hedges/woodland are denoted with hatching

Ground protection

No-dig surfacing

Trees to be removed

Trenchless/supervised excavations

Tree protection barriers should be positioned in accordance with the adjacent tree protection plan, and be fit for 
the purpose of excluding construction activity and appropriate to the degree and proximity of work taking place 
around the retained trees. It is essential that the barriers are installed prior to any construction taking place, be 
maintained during construction, and only removed once all construction has been completed and associated 
equipment and materials have been removed from site. 
Inside the barriers it is also essential that the following prohibitions are complied with:
·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·
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