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JMP Consultants Ltd [JMP] have been commissioned by Villagers Voice Staffordshire Moorlands [VVSM] 
Group to undertake a review of a Transport Assessment [TA] and Framework Travel Plan [FTP] prepared 
by consultant Motion, submitted in support of proposed mixed use development land at the existing Blythe 
Business Park, Cresswell on behalf of Scentarea Limited. 

The development proposals are for: 

• 168 residential dwellings; 

• 33,480m2 of  B1 / B2 / B8 floorspace; 

• Ancillary uses, such as a community centre and shop; and 

• Highway works, landscaping, public realm, car parking and other associated works   

JMP have undertaken a detailed technical review of the contents of the TA, to ascertain the suitability of 
proposals and the soundness of the transport work prepared.  Furthermore, this review aims to highlight 
the concerns expressed by VVSM with regard to the current development proposals and the impacts on 
the transport network. 

It is noted that formal pre-application discussions have taken place between the applicant, the Highways 
Agency [HA] and Staffordshire County Council [SCC] Highways. 

This technical review has been prepared in the order in which the issues are presented in the TA prepared 
by Motion.  

Policy Review 
Motion have included a section setting out the transportation policy context in relation to the proposed site. 
The TA identifies the following policy documents as key to this context: 

• National Planning Policy Framework [NPPF]: 

“......local planning authorities should therefore support a pattern of development which, where reasonable 
to do so, facilitates the use of sustainable modes of transport”. 
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• Staffordshire Moorlands Core Strategy [SMCS]:  

“The Council will promote and support development which reduces reliance on the private car for travel 
journeys, reduces the need to travel generally and helps deliver the priorities of the Staffordshire Local 
Transport Plans, where this is consistent with other policies”. 

JMP do not deem the development to be compliant with the above policies, and as a consequence, this 
view will be justified and demonstrated within this review.   

Furthermore, the proposed development site is not allocated in the ‘old’ Staffordshire Moorlands District 
Council Local Plan, which is considered as valid whilst the Site Allocations Development Plan Document 
is being prepared.  As such, the proposed development is not considered planning policy-compliant. 

It is suggested that 400 jobs will be created with the expansion of Blythe Business Park through the 
development proposals, which equates to a similar number proposed within the TEMPRO database for 
the whole of the Staffordshire Moorlands. Also, it is identified within the SMCS that 1,395 dwellings are 
required to be built within the Staffordshire Moorlands area, and as such, it is not considered appropriate 
to located 12.5% of the entire Local Plan housing supply in a rural settlement with rural infrastructure.  

In paragraph 2.14 the TA states that “SMCS has not saved the local plan’s policies in regards to parking 
and parking standards. Nor does Staffordshire Moorlands District Council have a standalone parking 
standards document. As such, it would be noteworthy to recognise the previous the previous parking 
standards set out in the former local plan”.  

However, it is noted that SCC has confirmed that this is an acceptable approach to derive parking supply 
for the proposed development.  

JMP have conducted this review in line with the Department for Transport’s [DfT] Guidance on Transport 
Assessments [GTA], however, the GTA was officially withdrawn on 22nd October 2014. Notwithstanding, 
given that during the period that the TA was produced, the GTA was still the foremost document in terms 
of assessment of development impacts, it is considered a suitable policy consideration for JMP to utilise in 
this review.  

Finally, it is also noted that the TA makes reference to DfT Circular 02/2007, which is no longer a valid 
policy document.  The latest HA policy for considering the impact of development at the Strategic Road 
Network [SRN] is Circular 02/2013. 

Site Location and Existing Use 
In paragraph 1.5 of the TA it states that the “site benefits from relatively good levels of accessibility to the 
commercial centre of Blythe Bridge and associated amenities”.  

JMP do not believe that this is demonstrated in the TA, nor correct in reality, given that the majority of 
amenities, such as schools and shops, are some distance from the site. Schools located in Blythe Bridge 
and Fulford are over 2 miles from the site, and the majority of trips to these would be made by car due to 
the extremely limited public transport options (discussed later in this review).  JMP also do not believe that 
there is an obvious local catchment for the employment element of the proposed development, and given 
the extremely limited public transport options this would result in non-policy compliant implications in terms 
of both highway impact and a negligible sustainable mode share of the proposed development. 
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Given that the development proposal includes a considerable residential component and relatively low 
potential for travel by sustainable modes, this will only add to the significant number of private vehicle trips 
that will be generated by the employment element and put pressure on the road network in the vicinity of 
the site.  

Existing Highway Network 
The proposed development site lies approximately 3km to the south east of A50 which is part of the HA’s 
Strategic Road Network which is accessed via the A50 / A521 roundabout. The proposed site will be 
accessed via Sandon Road / Cresswell Road. This road meets Uttoxeter Road to the north of the site 
providing connections to Blythe Bridge and Stoke-on-Trent via the A50. 

Manual for Streets 2 paragraph 7.2.2 states that “carriageway widths should be appropriate for the 
particular context and uses of the street”.  

VVSM have conducted independent measurements of the carriageway width on Sandon Road / Cresswell 
Road and have determined that at the narrowest points, the road width is approximately 5.16 metres 
across, compared to that of 5.2m presented in the Motion TA report.  Given that the site is also expected 
to generate considerable HGV traffic (servicing and construction), JMP would raise strong concerns that 
the current road network in the vicinity of the site is inappropriate to accept additional traffic, particularly in 
respect of additional HGV movements which will include articulated vehicles (16.5m).  It is also noted that 
the maximum width for HGVs is some 2.55 metres (excluding driver mirrors)1. If the figure of 5.2 metres 
for carriageway width is used this as a measure, a gap of only 10cm between two passing HGVs could be 
left. This gap would be reduced further if the measurements made by VVSM are accounted for.  In 
addition, the carriageway is banked either side by boundary walls and foliage, creating a narrow 
perception of the road for drivers, thus reducing any available gaps between passing vehicles.   

The TA makes the following observation in paragraph 3.6 “on-site observations have established that the 
existing Blythe Park Industrial Estate access is subjected to restricted visibility that does not accord with 
current standards”. While it is recognised by JMP that the TA details proposals to close this access and 
create a new three-arm roundabout, the development proposals suggest that this access is suitable for 
emergency vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists.  

On the basis of the above statement included in the TA, this appears to be a contradictory approach to 
access arrangements.  Given that the existing access, whilst being retained for emergency vehicles, 
pedestrians and cyclists, will still exhibit an intensification of use as a consequence of the development 
proposals coming forward, with the existing visibility issues continuing to be an issue.  This intensification 
will increase safety issues at this location, as a consequence of the existing visibility issues.  

Existing Accessibility 
The site lacks adequate cycle infrastructure to encourage substantial trips by this mode, and JMP have 
concerns that the TA is being deliberately disingenuous in suggesting that the road infrastructure is 
suitable for trips by bicycle.  

                                                      
1 Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency “Lorry Types and Weight Guide” 
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JMP acknowledge that SCC has identified some of the roads as “advisory cycle routes”, but it is likely that 
these routes have been identified simply due to the absence of more appropriate routes. The rural and 
narrow nature of the roads immediately surrounding the site would discourage all but the most hardened 
cyclists.  In addition, the rural nature of the roads are likely to attract vehicles travelling at high speeds 
which will not be conducive to safe road conditions for cyclists. 

The TA accepts that accessibility to the site for those wishing to travel on foot is limited. Much of the road 
network is unsuitable for pedestrians due to the absence of pedestrian infrastructure. Where footways are 
present, they are often narrow and discontinuous, requiring pedestrians to cross the road unaided due to 
absence of formal crossing points. 

Current public transport provision to the site is extremely poor. The TA details an existing bus service 
running along Cresswell Road with the nearest bus stop 500m from the site. Due to a lack of clarity within 
the TA, JMP have made the assumption that this distance has been calculated from the centre of the site, 
it is worth noting that that the furthest point on the site is over 700m from the closest bus stops.  

The site is served by a single infrequent service, with the TA making reference to the number 249 service. 
However, JMP have only been able to identify a number 4 bus service. Notwithstanding, the bus stops fall 
outside the recommended walking distance2 of 400m, and are sited at a distance which would strongly 
inhibit bus use for those travelling to and from the site.  Furthermore, using the submitted masterplan as a 
guide, JMP have determined that the furthest point of the proposed site from the bus stops is over 1km 
away.  

It is noted that this service does not provide coverage for the morning and evening peak periods and as 
such does not cater for normal daytime commuter trips. In addition, there are no services on a Sunday 
and limited services on a Saturday, reducing the potential for trips by bus for the residential element of the 
development and the proposed community centre.  

According to the TA, the developer has committed to a financial contribution towards the provision of bus 
services via Cresswell. However, no details are provided in relation to this proposed contribution.  As 
such, JMP are unable to determine what level of service will be achieved and whether the services will 
cover peak periods.  Furthermore, there is no guarantee that the service would be considered a viable 
service once the funding secured via developer contributions have ended, due to concerns regarding the 
ability of a residential development of this size and wide distribution of inbound commuter trips to provide 
sufficient demand to support a new service. 

However, despite the lack of information provided within the TA, JMP have considered the level of service, 
and critical mass in terms of users, that would result in a viable service.  With good layout focussed on bus 
stops, good prior marketing and information, and a direct and reliable bus service, a new area should be 
able to achieve a reasonable level of bus use. This paragraph provides a context to consider the viability 
of providing new bus services, based on the following notional assumptions: 

• A single, radial service, with other pick-up and drop off opportunities; 

• The ‘anchor’ housing area needs to provide 20 commuter passengers per bus; 

                                                      
2 The Chartered Institute of Highways and Transportation (CIHT) “Guidelines for Planning for Public Transport in Developments” 
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• Twice hourly services during the two-hour commuting peak (plus of course, a good level of off-
peak service); 

• A general level of commuter mode split of 8 percent using bus; 

• Half the bus commuters are working in local centres being served on the route; and 

• One employed resident per dwelling. 

Combining these assumptions: 

• 20 x 4 is 80 bus commuters per day, required to justify the radial route; 

• These are half of the total bus commuters, that is 160 bus commuters per day; 

• If these represent some 8 percent of the commuters, that gives a commuter total of 160/0.08 that 
is 2,000 commuters – say 2,000 households. 

This simplistic assumption suggests that a properly arranged residential development of about 2,000 
households could justify a new commercial – and more importantly – viable bus service. This highlights 
that the proposed development cannot justify a viable bus service. 

In the absence of any information provided in the TA regarding the proposed bus service / funding, it is not 
possible to consider any material beneficial impact from this commitment. It is also noted that there is no 
applicable adopted Community Infrastructure Levy in place, so monies cannot be secured through this 
mechanism to contribute towards public transport services.  

Blythe Bridge is the closest station to the proposed development site with hourly services to locations 
including Crewe, Stoke-on-Trent and Derby. Reaching the rail station on foot from the site is not viable as 
the distance, over 3 kilometres, exceeds recommended guidelines. This, coupled with the limited walking 
infrastructure in the vicinity of the proposed site, would discourage travel to work journeys by this mode.  

It is concluded that the site is considered unacceptable in accessibility terms and cannot be brought 
forward without significant investment in public transport services and infrastructure for active travel 
modes.  

Accident Data 
The TA includes an assessment of accident data. Detailed accident data obtained from SCC for a period 
of approximately 6.5 years, 1st May 2007 – 30th September 2013, is included in Appendix F of the TA.  

It is not clear from the information provided in the TA to what extent the analysis of accident data 
considers the A50 mainline. The submitted information contains no mapping of the accident data and JMP 
would advise that this is clarified in order for a full understanding of the accident assessment to be 
obtained.  

Appendix F considers accidents on the A50 approaches to the A50/A521 junction, but JMP are unable to 
determine what the maximum extent of the searched area was. Without this information being produced, 
JMP is unable to determine the robustness of assessments presented in the TA.  
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However, despite this, it can be stated that as a consequence of the proposed development, the 
intensification in use of Sandon Road and Cresswell Road – which both have driveway frontages to 
residential properties – has the potential to reduce road safety and increase accidents on the local road 
network.   

It is also observed that a number of the accidents identified within the provided information involved HGVs 
or good vehicles, and the increase of HGVs as a consequence of the proposed development will 
exacerbate the current accident rate involving such vehicle types. 

Proposed Development  
The following development aspirations have been outlined in the TA: 
 
“Outline planning application with all matters reserved (save access) for the creation of up to 168 
residential dwellings (Use Class C3), up to 33,480 square metres of Use Class B1, B2 and B8 floorspace, 
ancillary uses to include a community centre and a shop (Use Class A1), together with highways works, 
landscaping, public realm, car parking and other associated works.”  

The development proposals include the creation of a new 3-arm roundabout on Sandon Road which will 
act as a shared access to both the residential and commercial units. The TA details how the existing 
access will be closed and will become an emergency access, which is also intended to be accessible to 
pedestrians and cyclists. 

It is not considered acceptable for the proposed employment development element of the proposals to be 
accessed via the same access road at the residential element of the site, more so given that the 
employment site will play host to a number of HGVs including articulated vehicles associated with the B2 
and B8 elements, which are considered wholly unsuitable to be accessing residential areas on a frequent 
basis.  JMP would expect the entrance to the site where the residential element of the site resides to be 
more ‘place’ orientated, as opposed to an access to an employment element, which would be more ‘traffic’ 
orientated.  Given that both elements share the same access, JMP are of the opinion that the different 
uses provide a conflict. 

Committed Developments and Traffic Growth 
TEMPRO has been used as the basis for traffic growth assumptions using localised growth rates for ‘Rural 
Staffordshire Moorlands’ district. While this approach is considered appropriate in principle, no supporting 
information on the predicted levels of jobs created by the proposed commercial element of the 
development has been provided.  

As such, it is considered that SCC is not in a position to accept the assumptions presented.  

Person Trip Generation and Modal Splits 
Motion state in the TA that trip rates for the proposed development have been determined with regard to 
the outcome of surveys undertaken at the existing Blythe Bridge Business Park and Sandon Close 
residential area along with data extracted from the TRICS database. JMP has not been able to identify 
any evidence of surveys or TRICS analysis in the submitted information. Without the ability to adequately 
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assess the information from which these trips rates were sourced, JMP cannot verify the assumptions 
presented, nor can SCC.  In addition, the above methodology assumes that all of the existing units at the 
business park are occupied; otherwise trip rates are potentially underestimated. 

The TA states that Axiom Traffic Limited was commissioned to undertake Manually Classified Turning 
Counts to determine existing vehicle movements and inform the baseline traffic conditions. These counts 
were conducted on Tuesday 16th April 2013 and Wednesday 22nd January 2014 between the hours of 
07:00 – 10:00 and 16:00 – 19:00. In addition to the manual counts, the TA details the use of further 
surveys conducted by way of an Automatic Traffic Counter [ATC] on Cresswell Road. This was installed 
between Tuesday 21st and Monday 27th January 2014.  

JMP holds concerns regarding the suitability of using traffic data collected in January, as it is a ‘non-
neutral’ month3. The use of this data to inform an understanding of baseline traffic conditions calls into 
question the robustness of the analysis presented in the TA.  

Furthermore, evidence of the ATC is not provided within Appendix B of the TA as stated within the text.  
As such, JMP cannot verify the base flows provided within the TA.  In addition, it is not known where the 
ATC was located on Cresswell Road, and as such, JMP are not in a position to comment on its suitability 
in terms of location.  It is worth commenting that the Draycott Sports Centre is located at the northern end 
of Cresswell Road, and will impact upon the flows due south of the Cresswell Road / Uttoxeter Road 
junction compared to closer to the proposed development site. 

The TA uses 2011 Census data to “assess the relative attractiveness of the sustainable modes of 
transport” (Paragraph 3.22) and inform multi-modal trip generation for the proposed development. Given 
that the site is practically inaccessible on foot, JMP are unable to understand why a baseline mode split of 
1.8% for residential and 6.6% for commercial has been presented.  

The same assumption is true for cycling where, despite the lack of appropriate infrastructure, the TA 
presents a mode split of 2.2% for the commercial element of this development.  Furthermore, a mode split 
for bus users has been presented as 0.9% for residential trips and 2% for commercial. Whilst not 
considered to be large numbers in terms of percentages and actual number of peoples, as demonstrated 
by JMP earlier within this review, it is not possible that the bus service provision could sustain this mode 
split, despite it being a relatively modest percentage.  

In summary, the mode split presented does not accord with current provision to the site, and as a 
consequence JMP do believe that the TA could have arrived at a representative trip generation figure for 
the proposed development.  

Junction Capacity Assessments 
Paragraph 5.15 of the TA states that “it should be noted that the guidance prepared by the Department for 
Transport indicates that the detailed capacity assessments should be focused upon those junctions that 
are expected to experience and increase of 30 or more vehicles during the assessment period”.  

While not directly referenced in this paragraph the “guidance” is presumed to be the DfT’s GTA where 30 
or more two-way trips are identified as an appropriate threshold for junction capacity assessments. JMP 

                                                      
3 Highways Agency Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Interim Advice Note 39/01 
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therefore recommend that the junctions identified for assessment are revisited as it is not clear if this 
threshold has been adhered to.  

The TA indicates that the following traffic growth scenarios have been used in the junction assessments: 

• 2013 Base Year; 

• 2019 ‘Without Development’; 

• 2019 ‘With Development’;  

• 2024 ‘Without Development’; and 

• 2024 ‘With Development’. 

It is not clear in the TA whether or not the 2019 ‘With Development” scenario represents 100% of the 
development proposals, in line with DfT Circular 02/2013 for the Strategic Road Network [SRN]. As such, 
this lack of clarity within the TA does not allow this assessment year to be assessed fully.  

The TA indicates that the following junctions have been included in the study area for assessment: 

• A50 / A521 Roundabout [SRN]; 

• A521 / Uttoxeter Road / Woodlands Lane staggered crossroads; 

• Uttoxeter Road / Stallington Road / Cheadle Road; 

• Uttoxeter Road / Cresswell Road; 

• Sandon Road / Blythe Business Park; 

• Sandon Road / Sandon Close; and 

• Sandon Road / Rookery Crescent. 

For clarity, these junctions have been highlighted on the map below: 
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Figure 1 - Study Area 

 
 
In the TA, Motion have used percentage impact to illustrate the results of their junction assessments. 
Percentage impacts are no longer considered a relevant means of gauging development impact at 
junctions.  

Figure 2 - Queue Length Photo (Cresswell Road, Typical Weekday Evening) 

 
 

It is considered that the junction assessments undertaken in the TA do not reflect the on-site queuing 
observations observed by VVSM (as seen in Figure 2).  On-site observations show long queues on the 
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Northbound Cresswell Road approaching its junction with Uttoxeter Road.  It is evident that the 
information provided in Table 3.1 of the TA does not accord with the observed observations.  As such, the 
queue length surveys either need to be redone or disregarded.  

Tables 1 and 2 below have replicated the turning movements at the existing site access and the 
Cresswell Road / Uttoxeter Road Junction: 

 
Table 1 - Turning movements leaving from current site access 

AM - OUT PM - OUT 

North South North South 

76.5% 23.5% 79.1% 20.9% 

 

As there any no trip attractors south of the site, both in terms of amenities and settlements, it is not 
considered appropriate to distribute such a high percentage of trips to the south of the site, on a 
predominantly rural road network.  As such, routing more traffic north of the site would be considered 
more representative. 

 
Table 2 - Turning movements at the Cresswell Road / Uttoxeter Road Junction 

AM PM 

IN  OUT  IN  OUT 

Uttoxeter Rd 
West–

Cresswell 
Rd  

Uttoxeter Rd 
East– 

Cresswell 
Rd 

Cresswell 
Rd– 

Uttoxeter Rd 
West 

Cresswell Rd 
– Uttoxeter 

Rd East 

Uttoxeter Rd 
West– 

Cresswell 
Rd  

Uttoxeter Rd 
East– 

Cresswell 
Rd 

Cresswell 
Rd– 

Uttoxeter Rd 
West 

Cresswell 
Rd– Uttoxeter 

Rd East 

42.4% 57.6% 45.2% 54.8% 62.3% 37.7% 56.6% 43.4% 

 

Furthermore, the TA distributes 76.5% of traffic northbound in the AM peak and 79.1% in the PM peak, 
thus exacerbating the queues observed on the Cresswell Road arm of the junction. However, distributing 
more traffic southbound out of the site would also be considered unsuitable due to the rural nature of the 
road network to the south of the site, paying due cognisance to the small settlements of Fulford and 
Hilderstone.  The increase of HGVs on the local road network should not be allowed to impact upon rural 
settlements unless suitable measures were introduced. 

At the Cresswell Road / Uttoxeter Road junction, the TA also distributes 41.9% of development trips east; 
towards Tean (AM Peak).  It is not considered that such a large percentage of traffic would make this 
movement, and would be drawn towards the settlements of Blythe Bridge and Stoke-on-Trent, in a 
westbound direction at this location and access to the SRN via the A50 / A521 junction.  Given that the TA 
also distributes an unrepresentative percentage of trips south from the site, it is considered that the trip 
distribution should be revised, to distribute more traffic north west towards Blythe Bridge and Stoke-on-
Trent, and not towards the rural settlements to the south and east of the site. 
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The TA includes junction capacity assessments of the opening year (2019) and 10 years post application 
(2024) for the ‘With Development’ Scenario. JMP have reproduced the results of the assessments in 
Table 3 (Opening Year) and Table 4 (2024) and highlighted in bold Ratio of Flow to Capacity [RFC] 
values that raise particular concern: 

Table 3 - Opening Year Assessment 

Approach 

Without Development With Development 

Morning Peak Evening Peak Morning Peak Evening Peak 

RFC Queue RFC Queue RFC Queue RFC Queue 

A521 0.62 2 0.70 2 0.74 3 0.76 3 

A50 South 0.85 5 0.78 4 0.86 6 0.79 4 

A50 West 0.80 3 0.76 3 0.81 4 0.78 3 

Delay 7.46 seconds 5.95 seconds 8.70 seconds 6.8 seconds 

 

Table 4 - 2024 (10 years post application) Assessment  

Approach 

Without Development With Development 

Morning Peak Evening Peak Morning Peak Evening Peak 

RFC Queue RFC Queue RFC Queue RFC Queue 

A521 0.72 3 0.81 4 0.88 6 0.87 5 

A50 South 0.91 9 0.84 5 0.92 9 0.85 5 

A50 West 0.50 5 0.81 4 0.86 6 0.82 5 

Delay 10.62 seconds 8.05 seconds 11.42 seconds 9.35 seconds 

 

It is clear from comparison between the two scenarios that the development proposals will have a 
measurable negative impact on the capacity of nearby junctions. It is noted that in paragraph 6.16 of the 
TA it is stated that “the proposed development will not have a material impact upon the local highway 
network”. Given Tables 3 and 4, JMP’s consideration that existing queues lengths have not been 
appropriately considered within the junction assessments, and JMP’s concerns regarding the trip 
distribution used, it is considered that the junction assessment outputs cannot be accepted by SCC and 
the HA. 

Mitigation / Highways Works 
The following highways works have been put forward to support the development proposals: 

• A new three-arm roundabout to serve the proposed mixed-use development; 

• The provision of a new footway along Cresswell Road; and 
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• Conversion of an existing priority junction a three-arm roundabout. 

A Stage 1 Road Safety Audit [RSA] of the proposed roundabouts has been undertaken by consultants 
Gateway TSP, including a Designers Response, with the mitigation works revised as a consequence of 
comments made by the audit team.  Notwithstanding the submission of these documents in support of the 
application, JMP still have some concerns regarding the proposed highway works associated with the 
development proposals. 

No scale CAD plans of the proposed mitigation works are available to review, and as such, it is not 
possible to wholly verify the suitability of the proposed measures.  However, JMP have used the 
information provided within the TA to provide the following comments: 

• Confirmation is required on what the intended Inscribed Circle Diameter (ICD) is. Scaling from the 
drawings, shows that the ICDs are 24m which puts them in the category of mini-roundabouts 
(minimum for a compact roundabout is 28m); 

• Swept Path analysis provided in Appendix J shows that although the 16.5m articulated vehicles 
can make all manoeuvres, they do come very close to the kerb lines on the entries and exits from 
the roundabout, and are particularly pinched where pedestrian crossing facilities are located. 
There is a potential risk that larger vehicles could collide with pedestrians waiting to cross, 
especially due to the number of HGV movements as a consequence of the proposed 
development; 

• Proposed site access junction - the residential access roads are very close to the roundabout on 
both the east and west sides. The right turn lane on the eastern approach has no hatching to 
protect the start of the pedestrian refuge, which should be provided as an additional ‘buffer zone’ 
to protect pedestrians waiting to cross (See the right turn lane for Church Lane in Appendix N for 
an example); 

• Cresswell Road / Uttoxeter Road Junction – It is not clear not apparent that the proposed 
residential access road will allow right turning traffic to exit at the western end.  There is potential 
conflict between traffic on the road and vehicles exiting property no. 235, as the edge of 
carriageway marking is continuous across both accesses. Road markings need to be clearer with 
regard to which movements are allowed, as per JMP’s comment regarding the proposed site 
access junction; and 

• Cresswell Road / Uttoxeter Road Junction - The right turn lane to access the residential road on 
the western side is very close to the exit from the roundabout, and the bifurcation arrow as shown, 
is conflicting with the pedestrian crossing point. There is a potential for shunts here if vehicles are 
slowing to turn off the exit from the roundabout, and pedestrians should not have to cross over 
road markings which can become slippery when wet, and potentially distract drivers from the 
presence of pedestrians. 

 
It is apparent from the Stage 1 RSA that the mitigation works have been revised as a consequence of 
comments made by the audit team.  However, it is felt that JMP cannot comment upon the suitability of the 
mitigation proposals until the Stage 2 RSA has been undertaken. 
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Travel Plan 
Motion has submitted a Framework Travel Plan [FTP] in support of the proposed commercial and 
residential development at Blyth Business Park in Cresswell. This has been reviewed by JMP in 
conjunction with the submitted TA with the issues highlighted as they appear in the FTP. 

It is noted that the FTP highlights the fact that as only outline planning permission is sought by the 
applications the staffing numbers are unknown.  

Paragraph 1.6 of the FTP states that “despite the semi-rural location of the site it benefits form [sic] a 
choice of transport modes that have the potential to reduce reliance upon the private car”. In short, JMP 
do not believe that Motion is in a position to make this assertion. In summary, JMP hold the following 
fundamental concerns relating to the above statement: 

• An acknowledgement by Motion that walking to the site is unlikely due to distance of the site from 
key residential areas; 

• An additional acknowledgement in the FTP of the relative lack of footways in the area further 
discouraging those wishing to travel on foot; 

• There is virtually no cycle infrastructure on the roads surrounding the site. The roads are narrow 
and rural in nature which acts as a significant barrier to encouraging trips by bicycle; 

• Blythe Bridge rail station is around 3km from the site and as a result is not considered within 
reasonable walking distance, which is acknowledge in the submitted information. The rail station is 
within a reasonable distance for those travelling by bicycle but this limits it potential usage 
considerably; 

• The two bus stops identified in the FTP as serving the site are around, according to Motion, 500m 
from the site. This is well outside the DfT’s recommended walking distances and this distance 
would suppress any potential trips by bus; and  

• The bus stops are served by a single infrequent service which does not cover peak periods and is 
therefore not suitable for trips associated with commuting. 

The FTP makes reference to the following NPPF policy which outlines the importance of transport policies 
in facilitating sustainable development and includes the statement that planning should: 

“Actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible use of public transport, walking and 
cycling, and focus significant development in locations which are and can be made sustainable”.  

In addition to making reference to this national policy framework the FTP also makes reference to Policy 
T1 of SMCS, which states that a reduced reliance on private car travel will be achieved a range of 
requirements including: 

“Ensuring that major development is located in areas that are accessible by sustainable travel modes or 
can be made accessible as part of the proposal” 

“Provide proactive facilities and measures to support sustainable travel modes including on-site features 
to encourage sustainable travel methods e.g. cycle path links, cycle storage facilities, bus stops etc” 
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JMP take the view that the development proposal is not compliant with these policies when considering 
the consideration of accessibility to the site included earlier in this review.  

An inconsistency between the stated distance of the site and the bus stops has been noted with the TA 
citing 500 metres and the FTP 450 metres.  

The FTP makes reference to the proposed delivery of a new footway opposite the Izaak Walton Pubic 
House. The provision of this footway will not lead to any material improvements to accessibility for 
pedestrians and will not encourage trips to the site of this nature. As outlined in JMP’s review of 
accessibility of the site, the distances from residential areas and infrastructure provision in the wider area 
is not suitable for journeys by foot. This is even stated in paragraph 3.9 of the FTP, “it is considered that 
the location of the site in relation nearby residential areas is such that walking is unlikely to provide a 
viable alternative to the private car for journey to work trips”. JMP does not consider that the provision of 
this footway will assist in overcoming these barriers to travelling on foot.  

Reference is made to the number 4 bus service in the FTP but number the number 249 is referred to in 
the TA. JMP in their review of accessibility earlier in this document have demonstrated the location of bus 
stops and current service provision to be wholly inadequate.  

JMP would again reiterate that the developer’s commitment to provide a financial contribution to provide 
additional bus services is an entirely moot point, as no details of this contribution have been provided.  As 
a consequence, there is no possible way of understanding what impact this will have on private vehicle 
trips.  

The FTP uses 2011 Census data to “assess the relative attractiveness of the sustainable modes of 
transport” (Paragraph 3.15) and inform targets. JMP take considerable issue with the baseline modal split 
used.  

Given that the site is practically inaccessible on foot, JMP are unable to understand why a baseline mode 
split of 1.8% for residential and 6.6% for commercial has been presented. The same issue is true for 
cycling where, despite the lack of appropriate infrastructure, the FTP presents a baseline of 2.2% for the 
commercial element of this development.  Furthermore, a baseline mode split for bus users has been 
presented as 0.9% for residential trips and 2% for commercial. As demonstrated by JMP within this 
review, the existing bus service provision could not sustain this mode split, despite being a relatively low 
modal split for these travel choices. On this basis, JMP deem the baseline mode split and targets 
presented in the FTP to be unacceptable, and recommend that they cannot be supported by SCC. 

Table 5 below provides a review of some of the measures proposed in the FTP to support sustainable 
means of reaching the site: 

Table 5 - FTP suggested measures 

Measure included in FTP JMP comments 

6.4 Walking 

“The inclusion of new pedestrian links  that will 
connect the site with the existing sustainable 
transport networks and the range of community 

The improvements to pedestrian infrastructure will 
have no material impact on this mode.  
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facilities that are outlined in Section 3” 

“A new footway located opposite the Izaak Walton 
Public House that will delivered as part of the 
proposed development and will improve pedestrian 
linkages to the north” 

6.5 Cycling 

The inclusion of new cycle links that will connect 
the site with the existing sustainable transport 
networks and the range of community facilities that 
are outlined in Section 3” 

No reference has been made to new cycle links in 
the FTP. No details of this proposed measure has 
been provided.  

“The commercial uses will also benefit from secure 
cycle stores that will be evenly distributed across 
the site in locations that are subject to good natural 
surveillance and with a short walk of main 
entrances”  

No details have been provided and JMP are unable 
to verify whether the proposed cycle parking will be 
in line with guidance on parking standards.  

“The use of cycle parking facilities will be 
monitored. Additional parking facilities will be 
provided should demand warrant it” 

No details have been provided on how frequently 
this monitoring will take place.  

6.6 Public Transport: Bus services 

“A commitment to provide a financial contribution 
towards enhancing the existing sustainable 
transport provision in Cresswell” 

No details of this contribution have been provided 
and it is not possible to determine what, if any, 
impact this measure will have.  

 

In summary, JMP believe that the FTP submitted in support of the proposed development at Blythe 
Business Park will not encourage the use of sustainable modes of transport. The site itself is not 
appropriately located to promote these modes and the measures suggested within the FTP are 
inadequate. JMP cannot accept that this document will alleviate any of the pressures the proposed 
development would place on the local network and private car ownership would remain high, in direct 
conflict with local and national planning policies. 

Summary and Conclusions 
JMP Consultants Ltd have been commissioned by Villagers Voice Staffordshire Moorlands to undertake a 
review of a Transport Assessment prepared by consultant Motion, submitted in support of proposed mixed 
use development land at Blythe Business Park, Cresswell on behalf of Scentarea Limited.  

In paragraph 1.7, the TA asserts that a number of required criteria for a robust assessment of transport 
conditions have been fulfilled. JMP have reproduced these below and provided comment: 
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• The site accords with national regional and local policies relevant to transport 

JMP have repeatedly demonstrated that the development is not compliant with national and local policy. 
Most importantly, the NPPF and the SMCS, as the site is not located in a location suitable for most 
sustainable forms of transport, nor do the measures suggested sufficiently address these shortcomings.  
Furthermore, the scale of proposed development is in not considered appropriate to the rural nature of the 
road network or associated infrastructure.  

• The site is accessible by public transport, walking and cycling 

This has not been demonstrated in the TA nor is it correct in reality. This assertion is contradictory to the 
evidence provided within the TA and FTP, and as such, should be disregarded.  Public transport provision 
is inadequate, both in level of service and accessibility from the site. Existing residential areas are too far 
away from the site and the existing infrastructure is too limited to support walking even with the proposed 
footway. There is virtually no cycle infrastructure and the roads are narrow and rural in nature, and not 
considered suitable for commuting cycling purposes. 

• The highway network is not subject to any defects that lead to an abnormally high accident rate 

JMP are unable to fully understand the extent of the accident data considered, as no accident mapping 
has been included in the TA. Without this information JMP are unable to accept the assumptions made 
within the TA. 

It is also considered that the local road network in the vicinity of the site is not appropriate to 
accommodate additional HGVs, given the width of the existing carriageway and its constraints.  As such, 
JMP are of the opinion that additional HGV movements on Cresswell Road / Sandon Road would have 
serious safety implications for vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. 

• The levels of traffic associated with the proposals will not lead to a severe impact being cause to 
the operation and free-flow of the adjoining highway network. 

The TA uses an unrepresentative modal split as the basis of the trip generation figures presented and as a 
result the information provided is unacceptable. Furthermore, the trip distribution for the site is considered 
unrepresentative of what would actually happen. Traffic data has been collected in non-neutral months, 
which contravenes well-understood good practice and guidelines. Furthermore, measures suggested to 
reduce the reliance on private vehicles are inadequate and will not significantly mitigate traffic associated 
with the development proposals.  

JMP’s review of the submitted information has clearly demonstrated that the TA and FTP cannot be 
considered sound. Without a considerable investment in sustainable transport provision this site cannot be 
promoted as sustainable.  

On the basis of this technical review JMP have clearly demonstrated that the fundamental suitability of the 
proposed development is unacceptable on transport grounds, is in a wholly unsuitable location for a 
development of this size, nature and trip generating characteristics, and would consider there to be 
appropriate grounds to reject the planning application on this basis.  
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